Corporation Investigation Project – Part One
Accounting

This will be a full-year project that will give you experience in researching not only corporations you are interested in, but also the global economy and the effects of events on the stock market. The various elements of the project will be revealed to you throughout the year, so that by June, you will have a large, strong portfolio about the corporation you chose. 

PART ONE: DECIDING ON A CORPORATION (September/October)
Step one: Considering TWO corporations 
Choose wisely; you will be living with this company for the entire year. Once you have focused on one corporation, you will NOT be permitted to change for any reason.
Requirements for consideration:

1. Publicly traded corporation

2. You must have some knowledge of the company (no dartboarding)

3. Globally recognized
4. Diverse product line

5. Must have an established history as a corporation---minimum 10 years

Step two: Initial investigation of the companies 

Create a word document for each of the corporations you are considering. The documents must contain similar information.  The following are suggestions for research items:

1. You must justify why you are considering these companies!!!
2. Corporate history and background

3. How the company rose in size and stature

4. Strongest and weakest products and market segments

5. Problems the company has overcome AND problems they are currently facing

6. Summary of the leadership of each company

7. Minimum of FIVE YEARS of stock performance for each company

8. Spreadsheet showing a minimum of weekly stock performance for the month of September.

This information can be in the form of an extensive comparison chart, or can be completed in report form. Be sure you find and report similar information for the companies. One part of the final report you turn in must be the spreadsheet showing the recent stock performance. The LAST SECTION of the investigation should report anything dissimilar that you think will sway your decision about following this company.

Corporation Investigation Project – Grading Rubric

NAME:_________________________________

PART ONE: DECIDING ON A CORPORATION (September/October)

	Grading criteria
	Points available
	Points earned

	Intro and conclusion: Why you chose these two companies, and which you would prefer investigating
	10
	

	Corporate history and background, leadership and differences
	20
	

	Strongest and weakest parts of each company
	10
	

	Minimum of FIVE years of stock history
	20
	

	Spreadsheet showing recent (Sept and Oct) weekly stock performance 
	20
	

	No spelling, grammar or other errors in report 
	10
	

	Good use of graphics, spreadsheets and pictures
	10
	

	Extra credit: Exceptionally well done or creative
	+10
	

	TOTAL AVAILABLE
	110
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Corporation Investigation Project – Part Two
Accounting

Congratulations on choosing your corporation for the year! During this quarter, you will research the “public” portions of your chosen corporation. You will be identifying and evaluating the elements of the corporation that are shown to the target market, in an effort to persuade the public to support the company financially.

PART TWO: THE PUBLIC FACE OF YOUR CORPORATION (Nov/Dec/Jan)

Step one: Identifying the regions, sectors and products

You must research your entire corporation. To complete this step, please complete at least the following steps:

1. Identify each of the different product lines your corporation has.

2. Identify all of the different regions of the country---or the world---in which your company does business.

3. Identify markets that have been abandoned, and markets that are emerging.
Step two: Evaluating the marketing scheme and target markets

Now that you have found the basic information about your product lines, you need to complete at least the following steps:

1. Research at least two (2) articles about the target markets of your corporation.

2. Research at least two (2) articles related to the marketing/advertising efforts of your corporation.

3. Create a “picture” of who the “perfect” customer is for your different target markets. This will include more than one type of customer!
4. Identify how your corporation reaches its target market. This will include researching examples of:

· Print and media advertising

· Endorsements

· Charitable contributions
Step three: Creating an advertising plan
You are going to use everything you have learned to create and demonstrate an effective advertising plan for the product line of your choice. You will need to complete all of the following:
1. Design and display a flyer that you are using to entice customers to purchase something from your chosen product line.

2. Become---through dress and action---a member of your target market.

3. Find a suitable media advertisement to promote your product line.

4. Write articles summaries of each of the four (4) articles you read regarding the target markets and advertising efforts of your corporation.

5. Present all of these items to your peers, and convince them to purchase your product. This presentation will include:
a. Explanation of how you appear to be a member of the target audience (oral)

b. Briefly reviewing the four (4) articles (oral)

c. Written review of the four (4) articles (written)

d. Download of a media advertisement (LCD)

e. Showing and explaining your flyer (Elmo)

Corporation Investigation Project – Grading Rubric

NAME:_________________________________

PART TWO: THE PUBLIC FACE OF YOUR CORPORATION (Nov/Dec/Jan)

	Grading criteria
	Points available
	Points earned

	Written paper: Summary paragraphs (with links) for each of the four articles
	20
	

	Flyer creation, display and explanation

	30
	

	Suitable media advertising demonstrated and explained

	10
	

	Demonstration of target market including explanation

	20
	

	Brief oral review of the four articles

	20
	

	Extra credit: Exceptionally well done or creative
	+10
	

	TOTAL AVAILABLE

	110
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