Welcome to the Franciscan Scholars

2011-2012
FIELD TRIP TO SEE OLIVER AT MUISCALFARE
Date: Saturday, October 15
Departure time:  3:00 p.m. (play begins at 4:00 p.m.)
Return time: 6:30 p.m. (approximately)


Place of Departure: Sacred Heart Academy


Destination: MusicalFare in Amherst

Cost: $30 per student

We will take a school bus from Sacred Heart Academy on the afternoon of Saturday, October 15 and return early that evening. If you are interested in this trip, please download and complete the form and return it to Mrs. Brady with a check made out to Sacred Heart Academy by September 20, 2011. Tickets are available on a first come, first served basis, and the tickets are limited.
FIELD TRIP TO SEE CAMELOT IN STRATFORD, ONTARIO

Date: Sunday, October 23
Departure time:  9:30 a.m. 

Return time: 8:30 p.m. (approximately)


Place of Departure: Sacred Heart Academy


Destination: Festival Theatre in Stratford, Ontario


Cost: $60-65 per student

We will take a school bus from Sacred Heart Academy on the morning of Sunday, October 23 and return that evening. If you are interested in this trip, please download and complete the Stratford form later this month and return it to Mrs. Brady with a check made out to Sacred Heart Academy by September 27, 2011.

Obviously, we will be crossing the border into Canada on this trip, so you will need photo identification and proof of citizenship (a passport or your birth certificate). I will be requesting a copy of your identification so that we have a back-up copy. Also, I will be giving you a formal permission slip before the trip.

Other Possible Upcoming Theater Trips
LES MISERABLES at Shea’s Performing Art Center 

February 28-March 4
The tickets range from $72 to over $100. If you are interested in this play, despite the expense, we should purchase tickets as soon as possible.  

More information is available on the website: http://www.sheas.org/ 

BLITHE  SPIRIT Comedy by Noel Coward at the Kavinoky Theatre in Buffalo
April 27 – May 20, 2012

Our friend Mr. Coward is back this season, and this time he’s got ghosts up his sleeve.  Indeed, the situation at the heart of this mannered comedy is a fine one — an ill-conceived cocktail party séance brings one man’s ex back from the dead. She’s funny, needy and manipulative, and not necessarily in that order.  This might be less of a problem if our man’s flesh-and-blood wife weren’t already a bit on the jealous side (can you say “perpetual cat fight”?). With all the sophisticated humor you expect of Coward, Blithe Spirit is prime-time stuff – only better. 
Other Possible Trips

Tour of Darwin D. Martin House Tour or Burchfield-Penney Art Center
May 2012
Exact date to be announced
In late spring, we will either tour the Darwin D. Martin House, a five structure complex designed by world-renowned architect, Frank Lloyd Wright, if the restoration work has been completed. We may also visit the Burchfield –Penney Art Center located on Elmwood Avenue. 

Canisius College Contemporary Writers Series

Stewart O’Nan

Thursday, October 6, 2011; 7:30 p.m.

Grupp Fireside Lounge
Stewart O’Nan was born and raised in Pittsburgh. He earned his B.S. from Boston University and worked for several years as an engineer before returning to school and earning an MFA in fiction from Cornell. He is the author of twelve novels, including Snow Angels, A Prayer for the Dying, Songs for the Missing, Last Night at the Lobster, and, most recently, Emily, Alone. He’s also written two works of nonfiction, The Circus Fire and Faithful (with Stephen King). Granta named him one of the twenty Best Young American Novelists. He lives with his family in Pittsburgh.

Joyce Carol Oates
Monday, October 24, 2011; 7:30 p.m.

Montante Cultural Center
Joyce Carol Oates is a native of Lockport, New York, and one of our country’s most prolific and versatile contemporary writers. She is the author of more than 70 books including novels, short story collections, poetry volumes, plays, literary criticism, and essays. Last March, President Obama presented her a National Humanities Medal in honor of her lifetime of literary achievement. She is the Roger S. Berlind Distinguished Professor of the Humanities at Princeton University. 

SPRING 2011

Aryn Kyle

Wednesday, February 29, 2012; 7:30 p.m.

Grupp Fireside Lounge
Aryn Kyle was born in Peoria, Illinois and grew up in Grand Junction, Colorado. She is a graduate of the University of Montana Writing Program. She is the author of the bestselling novel The God of Animals and Boys and Girls Like You and Me, a collection of stories.  Her fiction has appeared in The Atlantic Monthly, Ploughshares, Best American Short Stories, and elsewhere.  She is the recipient of a Rona Jaffe Award and a National Magazine Award in fiction, and her work has been translated in 17 languages.  She lives in New York City.

Bernard O’Donoghue
Thursday, April 19, 2011; 7 p.m.

Montante Cultural Center

Ninth Annual Hassett Reading
Bernard O’Donoghue was born in Cullen, Co. Cork. He earned undergraduate and graduate degrees from Lincoln College, Oxford, and is currently a Fellow of Wadham College, Oxford, where he teaches Medieval literature. He has published Seamus Heaney and the Language of Poetry, a verse translation of Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, and five collections of poetry, including Gunpowder, winner of the Whitbread Award for Poetry. His Selected Poems were published in 2008. His most recent collection of poems is Farmers Cross.

Go to the following web site for additional information on these authors:

http://www.canisius.edu/oishei/writers_series.asp#akpan
Peer Tutors
Franciscan Scholars are invited to participate in a peer-tutoring program for students who need some assistance in language arts, reading comprehension, and the famous TWIST paragraph. The program involves working in my room with a student on Wednesday afternoons. There will be a sign-up sheet on my bulletin board. If no students report on the day you volunteer your services, we can drink tea and think great thoughts. 

