Buffalo Academy of the Sacred Heart

Course Syllabus 2011-12
COURSE: Advanced Placement in English Language and Composition 

Advanced Placement in English Language and Composition is a college level course that focuses on reading complex texts and understanding the relationship between style and substance. As a student in this course, you will engage in the close reading of major texts in American literature and will be encouraged to analyze the writer's language to discover his or her purpose.  As we investigate the major authors and themes in American literature, you will gain a deeper understanding of the country we call “America.”  You will be expected to read carefully, to think analytically, to develop creative insight, and to write cogent arguments to support your position. The writing curriculum focuses on both literary and rhetorical analysis. In rhetorical analysis, you break down the text by analyzing the strategies the author uses to accomplish his or her purpose. The Advanced Placement Language and Composition Examination will require you to write three types of essay: prose-analysis, open-argument and a synthesis essay (using resources properly and practicing proper citation procedure). To prepare for this examination, we will practice all three types of essay writing.  


All students who take this course will take the English Language and Composition Examination in May 2012. In addition, all junior level English students take the New York State Regents Examination in June 2012.
TEACHER: Mrs. N.J. Brady

REQUIRED TEXTS: 
Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Essentials of American Literature

AP English Language and Composition Workbook

Vocabulary Workshop, Level F 

*Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain 

*As I Lay Dying, William Faulkner

The Crucible, Arthur Miller

*A Streetcar Named Desire, Tennessee Williams 
*The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald

*Maggie, A Girl of the Streets, Stephen Crane

*The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave, Frederick Douglass

*The Scarlet Letter, Nathaniel Hawthorne 

Death of a Salesman   Arthur Miller
*These texts must be purchased from your instructor at Sacred Heart Academy during the first month of school. School copies of The Crucible can be made available, so purchase is optional.  

Additional essays to be distributed as handouts

OTHER SUGGESTED RESOURCES:

American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language

American Heritage College Thesaurus 

Bud's Easy Research Paper Computer Manual

Franciscan Scholars Program: As a student in the Honors English Program, you are invited into the Franciscan Scholars Program. Over the course of the year, I will announce planned field trips, and you will be invited to participate. Please download the information sheet on my web page.  

MATERIALS:


   *1.  2.5 or 3 inch, three ring binder with 6 dividers


2. loose-leaf  paper (college ruled) 

3. a three hole punch

4. color marking pens: green, pink, or purple (your choice)


5. 1 package 3 x 5  index cards


6. mini-stapler /


7. package of small post-it notes


8. Yellow or lime green highlighters

*This binder is for English ONLY and must be a standard 2.5  or 3 inch binder (no frills)
Note: You may need a second binder by midterm in the second semester. You will be receiving many handouts.
ASSIGNMENTS:

The assignment sheet for the week will be posted on my calendar by Monday morning (usually by Sunday evening) of each week. Occasionally, assignments will be posted two weeks in advance, but generally plan on one week of assignments. You are responsible for printing it out and keeping it in your binder. This is a weekly homework assignment worth 10 points. You should place this assignment sheet in the front of your binder, and you must have the assignment sheet in place for class each Tuesday to receive the homework credit.

Daily assignments: All daily assignments must be completed on time. If the daily assignment is not prepared on time, NO CREDIT will be given. Daily assignments may be corrected in class or may be collected. Also, please be aware that an assignment may be collected on the due date or any date thereafter. Please note that assignments are to be completed even if classes are cancelled due to weather or some other emergency. 

Late assignment penalties: Please be aware that I do not give extensions or accept late work. Please turn in your assignments on the due date.  

Penalties for Late Long-term assignments: A long-term assignment is any written assignment announced in advance, such as essays and research papers. Late assignments will be penalized a full letter grade for each day late up to a maximum of 5 days. After that, NO CREDIT can be earned. If you are absent on the due date, you must email your paper to me by 5:00 p.m. that day and bring a hard copy with you on the day you return to school. Exceptions are made only in the case of severe, long-term illness. 
EVALUATION: 

Work in this course is graded and weighted using the following scale:

1. Vocabulary quizzes and tests - 12% of the quarter grade
    

2. Tests and quizzes on grammar and literature -40% of the quarter grade

3. Essay writing -40% of the quarter grade


4. Homework -5% of the quarter grade

           *5. Class preparation- 3% of the quarter grade


6. Mid-term examination – 33% of the second quarter grade 


7. Final examination in June -20% of overall grade

*Class preparation includes class attendance. Students who are absent more than two times per quarter will not receive full credit for class preparation. Exceptions are made in the case of severe and long-term illness (must be documented with medical evidence).

Course evaluation includes one or more oral presentations, vocabulary quizzes, pop reading quizzes, major tests on literary works, grammar quizzes, and a variety writing assignments and essays. 

CLASSROOM POLICIES:

Sacred Heart Academy has a set of standard classroom policies regarding attendance, dress code, cellular phones, and appropriate classroom behavior. All Sacred Heart policies will be strictly enforced, and in addition, I have added a few details.
Attendance and participation: I value your presence and participation in class. Absences hurt your performance and should be avoided. 

Restroom Policy: Because I value class time, I do not dismiss students from class to use the restroom or for any other reason other than serious illness.  Our transition time between classes provides adequate time for restroom use. 

Absence:  If you are absent for a day or two, I expect you to submit assignments and take quizzes on the day you return to class. If you know you will miss school for reasons such as school-sponsored activities (travel with athletic teams, concerts, field trips, retreats), assigned work must be given to me on the day it is due or before. Also, as I stated previously, excessive absence (more than two per quarter) leads to a lower class preparation grade. 

If you are absent from class, be sure to call a friend to get additional information on material covered in class. 

POP Quizzes: POP quizzes CANNOT be made up. Absences should be avoided especially on the day of a test or quiz. 
Make-up test policy: If you do miss a test or quiz, Sacred Heart Academy has a strict make-up policy: The test or quiz must be made up within ONE full six-day cycle. As per school policy, you must take the test within ONE full six-day cycle, and students in my classes must make up their tests with me in my room. 

IMPORTANT NOTE: It is your responsibility to make up tests and quizzes. If you fail to make up the required test or quiz within the six-day period, you will receive a zero on that quiz.

Gum Chewing: Although Sacred Heart Academy allows gum chewing in the classrooms, 

I do not. Please dispose of your gum properly before entering our room.
Tardiness: Tardiness is unacceptable. You must be on time for class and in your seat, preparing for class, when the bell rings.
Honesty:  You must take responsibility and credit for your academic work.  You may NOT use any “aids” such as movies, videos, or prepared notes (such as Monarch or Cliff notes).  You are expected to read all the material that is assigned and to complete your written assignments independently.  This includes all homework assignments and vocabulary work.

Plagiarism is the use of someone else’s ideas or words (ranging from a published author to a friend or parent) as your own.  Plagiarism is “cheating ” and will result in a ZERO on the assignment (see student handbook).

Please return the form below to Mrs. Brady by September 12, 2011. This form is worth 20 points as a homework assignment.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

COURSE: Advanced Placement in English Language and Composition
I have read and understand Mrs. Brady's course expectations, including the policy on assignments, absence and class preparation, pop quizzes, make-up tests, and the A.P. examination. 

Student Name ________________________________________________________  

Student Signature________________________________________________________

Parent Signature___________________________________________________________

