Writing Assignment for English 11

Due Friday, November 13
Assignment: To write a position paper 


Details:
Carefully consider the following excerpts and prompts and the assignment below it. Then plan and write an essay that explains your ideas as persuasively as possible. Keep in mind that the support you provide—both reasons and examples—will help make your view convincing to the reader.
Other Requirements:

1. Must be handwritten and word-processed and 

2. Follow essay guidelines.



2. No quotations allowed.



3. Required length: 1.5 typewritten pages

Guidelines for Position Papers

1. Read the quotation and prompt carefully. 

2. Respond directly to the prompt. Make sure you understand the question asked in the prompt.

3. Brainstorm examples for both sides of the prompt and choose the stronger side. Then choose the side for which you have the best evidence.

4.  Take a clear position in the first sentence of your introduction (this is the thesis statement). Write a blueprint introduction but AVOID repetition.

5. Write TWIST paragraphs. Make sure you have a topic sentence and use focus words and transition words. You need ideas and specific examples—people or events that support you position, and you must develop them with details.

6. Make sure you build from least relevant to most relevant in your essay. Use the following order:

Literature

History

Current events

You own life experience 

 If you use history or literature in the first   body paragraph, make sue you “bring it forward in the second body paragraph (you will probably have two body paragraphs in this essay). 

7. Connect your paragraphs with a transition phrase or sentence. Example: 

You have twenty-five minutes to write an essay on the topic assigned below.

Think carefully about the issue presented in the following excerpt and the assignment below. 

“Many persons believe that to move up the ladder of success and achievement, they must forget the past, repress it, and relinquish it. But others have just the opposite view. They see old memories as a chance to reckon with the past and integrate past and present.”

--Adapted from Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot, I've Known Rivers: Lives of Loss and Liberation
Assignment: Do memories hinder or help people in their effort to learn from the past and succeed in the present? Plan and write an essay in which you develop your point of view on this issue. Support your position with reasoning and examples taken from your reading, studies, experience, or observations.

Prompt: Do memories help or hinder progress?

Position statement: Memory of past experiences allows us to progress and move forward without repeating the same mistakes .

First body paragraph:

History, an official “memory,” offers invaluable lessons that can advance our social development and prevent regression in our society.

 Now you need two strong historical examples that will support your topic sentence 

Second body paragraph:

The topic sentence for the second body paragraph includes the following transition: 

Not only in history does this hold true, but also in my personal life. Memories have helped me to avoid falling into the same traps and to improve my approach to problems and dilemmas. 

Now two strong examples of what past experiences have taught you and how you have made progress as a result of these memories. 

