Physical/Earth/Space Science 1

Palmer High School

Mr. Davidson
COURSE DESCRIPTON:  This course will provide the foundation for the basic concepts of physical science and scientific method/design. By the end of the year students will have met the following learning targets.

Fall Semester

· Newton’s laws of motion and gravitation describe the relationships among forces acting on and between objects, their masses, and changes in their motion-but have limitations

· Energy exists in many forms such as mechanical, chemical, electrical, radiant, thermal, and nuclear, that can be quantified and experimentally determined

· When energy changes form, it is neither created not destroyed; however, because some is necessarily lost as heat, the amount of energy available to do work decreases

· Matter has definite structure that determines characteristic physical and chemical properties

· Matter can change form through chemical or nuclear reactions abiding by the laws of conservation of mass and energy

· Atoms bond in different ways to form molecules and compounds that have definite properties

Spring Semester

· The history of the universe, solar system and Earth can be inferred from evidence left from past events

· As part of the solar system, Earth interacts with various extraterrestrial forces and energies such as gravity, solar phenomena, electromagnetic radiation, and impact events that influence the planet’s geosphere, atmosphere, and biosphere in a variety of ways

· The theory of plate tectonics helps explain geological, physical, and geographical features of Earth

· Climate is the result of energy transfer among interactions of the atmosphere, hydrosphere, geosphere, and biosphere

· There are costs, benefits, and consequences of exploration, development, and consumption of renewable and nonrenewable resources

· The interaction of Earth's surface with water, air, gravity, and biological activity causes physical and chemical changes

· Natural hazards have local, national and global impacts such as volcanoes, earthquakes, tsunamis, hurricanes, and thunderstorms

Supplies:
You are expected to have the following materials in class every day:

· Pencil with eraser or pen.

· Composition Notebook (to be left in classroom)

· Calculator – you do not need anything fancy, just a cheap one for simple calculations

· Palmer I.D. card (visible at all times)

· If you have any trouble getting any of these materials please let me know and we will work something out

Labs and Activities: 

I have many activities and labs planned for the course; some of which involve expensive and/or potentially hazardous materials.  As a result, any disruptive or irresponsible behaviors will not be tolerated, and the student or students involved will be immediately removed from the room.  Safety is something I take very seriously and if the safety of students or equipment is jeopardized it is my duty to respond.  Before we start any lab or activity we will review safety procedures and or how to properly care for the equipment.

Students will be charged a lab fee of $5 to cover the cost of all material that will be consumed this year in class. The science department also asks that student choose one of the following materials to be shared in class in addition to the $5 lab fee.

· Large roll of paper towel

· Large box Kleenex

· Box of 12 colored pencils or markers

· 1 ream of white paper

Late Arrival:  If you are not seated at your desk by the start of class, you will be marked tardy.  Students with more than 3 tardies will have conference and/or consequence with the classroom teacher.  Students with more than 6 tardies will be referred to the Assistant Principal.

Attendance:  Attendance is very important to the success in the class.

· In order for an absence to be considered “excused” the attendance office must be notified within 24 hours of the absence.  All work may be made-up and turned in within a timely manner.  Timely will be defined, when the student confers with me and we reach an agreement on when the work is due.
· Students who are absent are expected to visit Mr. Davidson’s teacher pages to find make-up assignments. You may also see Mr. Davidson before or after school, or during periods 2 or 7 for make-up work. Class time will not be used for makeup work.  This is your responsibility to schedule.

· Any tests or quizzes missed must be made up within the week of returning to school (5 school days).  Please, do not plan to make up work during class.

Late work:  Any work turned in after the due date will be penalized 50%. If you have a concern about making a deadline, it is your responsibility to talk to the instructor prior to the actual deadline.

Hall Passes:  In order to leave the class you will need to have your planner with the hall pass page with you at all times.  Passes will only be issued in certain situations and at teacher discretion.  Please do not plan on leaving during class time, and remember that leaving class is a privilege, not a right.  The following behaviors will result in a loss of privileges:

· Leaving class without permission.

· Going somewhere besides where you are signed out to go.

· Unacceptable behavior in the classroom.

· Breaks lasting longer than 5 minutes.

There will be no bathroom breaks during quizzes or exams, please plan accordingly.  

Homework, Quizzes and Exams: There will be homework at different intervals during the school year.  On average there will be one assignment per week.  Homework will be assessed and a grade will be given for all assignments.  Quizzes will occur as formative assessments periodically throughout the unit.  Tests are given at the end of each unit.
Turning in Work: You will turn in work directly to Mr. Davidson. Homework will be collected at the beginning of class the day it is due, while daily class work will be collected before the bell rings at the end of class periods. Much of the students work will be completed in their science composition book which will remain in the classroom. 

Cleaning up the room: Please clean up the room at the end of every class period.  All trash needs to be put in the waste baskets, all lab supplies need to be cleaned and returned to the proper place and chairs need to be pushed in.  This helps keep the learning environment pleasant for every student.

Cell phones/Electronics:  Cell phones are not allowed to be seen or heard in class.  These items may be taken if they are seen or heard.  The use of iPods/MP3’s will be at the instructor’s discretion; they are NOT allowed during direct instruction or group time – No Exceptions!!!  

Food:  There is no food or drink (besides a closed water bottle – containing CLEAR water) allowed in the classroom.  No food or liquid will be allowed around a computer or in the computer lab.  Eating or drinking food in class is not allowed and will have a negative impact on your citizenship points.

Grading:  This course will be graded in 4 major areas, (Physics, Chemistry, Earth/Space, Weather) that will make up the entire semester grade.   If you have a question as to which section an assignment belongs, ask me and I will let you know.  Grades will be updated weekly in Zangle. 

Grade: 

1. Grades are based on total points

2. Grade Scale

A 100% to 90%

B 89.9% to 80%

C 79.9% to 70%

D 69.9 to 60%

F 59.9% and below

If students actively participate and seek extra help and receive a 5 in citizenship I will round up their grades if they are within two percentage points of a higher grade.  This rounding up will occur at the semester only.

Point values for assignments:

1. Labs- worth from 25(partial lab) to 100 points (complete lab)

2. Tests and Quizzes- 25 to 100 points

3. Home work and class work- worth 10 to 100 points

4. Composition  Notebook- Will be checked once every two weeks

Contact Information:
You may contact me via email at davidmp@d11.org
I will contact you via email.  It is your responsibility to regularly check “My Teacher Pages” and your Palmer e-mail.

In addition to the above procedures, rules, and expectations, you are expected to follow the guidelines, rules, and expectations as dictated in your student handbook.  Please read and be familiar with the front section of your student planner as you are responsible for all the information found there.  

To be Successful in Mr. Davidson’s Class:

All students should plan to attend each class.  When in class you should be focused on the task at hand.  You should also plan to turn in all work in on time.  All work should be completed in a professional and competent manner.  If you miss work it can be made up by accessing “My Teacher Pages”.

