Geology Syllabus (Mr. Davidson)
Class Objectives
Students will be able to use basic geological skills to interpret the natural landscapes they encounter as they travel throughout the United States.

Students will study the Earth through exploration: how it has changed; how it will change; how it functions.

Arouse student’ curiosity about the Earth and sharpen their observation skills through activities and lessons.

Students will learn the importance of geology by studying its applicability to career opportunities that may enhance their lives.

Materials
You will need all necessary items for regular class including paper, pencil, pen, textbook, notebook.   You will need a composition notebook.  This will be your assignment book for labs, and your field book for field trips and hikes. You will be expected to be prepared for class.  This includes having necessary materials such as paper, pencil, and book everyday for class.  You will need to be prepared for trips and class hikes.  This includes proper footwear (hiking boots), appropriate clothing for hiking, sun screen, chap stick, food, water… More details on this will be provided before our first excursion.

Textbook
Earth Science by Tarbuck and Lutgens 9th Ed., Prentice Hall, 2000

*You are required to bring your book to class everyday.  

Field Trips
We will be taking in class trips during the school day.   We will also do one or two field trips to area sites that will take all day.  These all day trips will be an additional cost of about $25 per trip. There will alternate assignments for those who cannot go.  Evaluations of these trips will be based on your field book assignment for that trip.

To participate in the field trips good behavior and grades will be assessed by me.  If I feel you are in violation of either you may be asked to stay behind and do an alternate assignment.

In most cases the day trips will be on a non-block day.  Parents will need to attach and sign the form for permission to participate on these trips.  In some cases students will need to drive to get to the location.  Permission to drive will need to be submitted to me in writing as well.  Remember Colorado State Law does not allow for drivers under the age of 17 to transport other teens.  
Grades
Grades will be determined on overall points accumulated throughout the term.  The following grade scale will be used.


A
90  -  100%


B
80  -  89.99%


C
70  -  79.99%


F
0    -  69.99%

Each student will be allowed to earn up to 100 extra credit points per semester.  Once the 100 point is reached no more extra credit will be given.  Extra credit assignments will be given to the whole class.  Individual assignments will not be granted to individual students.  

Breakdown of grading:

1. Test are worth from 50 to 100 points, quizzes about 25 points.  Test will be given every 2 to 4 weeks based on the length of the unit.  Quizzes will be given between tests to keep students familiar with the subject matter.  Other evaluations like oral exams and practicums will also be given.

2. Composition books well be graded a minimum of once every two weeks.  You are responsible to have all assignments in the book.   Assignments submitted that are not in your composition book will not be graded.
3. Homework assignments will be worth 10 to 100 points based on the extensiveness of the assignment.  Homework is due when I ask for it.  I collect it at the beginning of the period.  If it is turned in after I collect it then it is late and will be worth 50% of the assigned grade.  I collect late work for a 4.5 week period.  It is graded and added to the grade at 50%.  Once the 4.5 weeks is up I will no longer accept the work for that 4.5 week time period.  

4. Excused late work is due on the date set by the teacher and the student prior to the absence.  If prior arrangements cannot be made then I will talk with the student and work out a plan after they return. 

Classroom Expectations:

1. Class participation is a requirement to be successful in my class.  That means that          you as a student need to actively work to be engaged.  No cell phones, head phones, or other devices that are distracting will be allowed in the class.

2. Please work to be compliant.  It is a waste of my time and the other students in the    class to argue about classroom policy and proper behavior in a learning environment.

3. My job is to help you be successful.  Your job is to focus on the task at hand during class so that you may be successful.
Contact Information:

1. My plan periods are 2nd and 7th.   Please feel free to contact me at those times.  Times vary based on the day of the week.  My phone number is 328-5198.  My email is davidmp@d11.org.  I check my email every day.  You should receive a reply within 24 hours.

2. I will have all lessons and pertinent paper work posted on MyTeacherPages.com.  You should be able to access lessons and assignments 24 hours a day.  Lab work will need to be done in class in most cases.  That means when you miss a class, you need to make arrangements with me so you can make up the work in the proper setting.

I look forward to working with you all.  This year will be exciting and fun if everyone is indeed interested in being successful and ready to learn about Earth’s geology.
