Fifth Grade Solar System Project

Your mission is to make a model of the solar system.  You may choose one of the following options for your project:

1. Make a model of the planets using Styrofoam balls, or by forming spheres from paper, clay, or other materials.  Size the planets in relation to each other.  You may use the same size sphere for planets close in size such as Earth and Venus.  Please consider the color of each planet in your planning and label them.  Decide on a way to display your models such as a mobile or diorama.  No store bought kits please!  Use your imagination and create your own unique set of planets.

OR

2. Draw the solar system on poster board or construction paper, showing the distances of the planets in relation to each other and the Sun.  Include the asteroid belt in your drawings.  Please consider the size and color of the objects in your drawing and label each object.  You will need to glue or tape pieces of poster board or construction paper side by side in order to accommodate the length needed to show correct distances (using AU).  We will practice this in class and create a chart that you can use in making your measurements.

The charts on pages 44l (distances from the Sun) and 445 (planet sizes) in your textbook will be useful to you.

Project due date:  Monday, January 30th

