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      Open House


St. Pius will have their annual open house for prospective families on Jan. 29th. Please help spread the word!














      Animal Report


Today we are sending home some information        about an Animal Report that your child will complete at home.  Your child will need some help from you to complete the project.  Once complete, please return the report to school.  The children will each have an opportunity to present their report to the class and answer questions about their animals.


An excellent website for children is:   � HYPERLINK "http://kids.nationalgeographic.com" �http://kids.nationalgeographic.com�.  There is useful information and activities that children enjoy.


Thank you for your help with this project!
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Happy New Year!


It was great to be back with everyone after our Christmas break.  The children were a little tired at first, but are back in the swing of things now!  We jumped right in with our new theme, “Animals Everywhere.”  This week we focused on arctic animals, especially the penguin and the polar bear.  Ask your child which one lives at the north pole and which lives at the south pole!  Next week we will focus on Bb is for bear and will learn many bear facts.











Mrs. Mary Jo Belles              	Mrs. Kate Cole 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:MJBelles@stpius-x.com" �MJBelles@stpius-x.com�		�or � HYPERLINK "mailto:mjbelles@hotmail.com" �mjbelles@hotmail.com�	           mullig90@hotmail.com��





Earth Tones


We were treated to a musical performance today by the “Earth Tones,” an acapella group from SUNYA.  The children loved the music and got to do some dancing as well!  Thank you to the group for volunteering their time and to Mrs. Burke for making the arrangements.








Dates to Remember


January – 13 – Teddy Bear Picnic


January 16 – No School (MLK holiday)


January 20 – Animal Reports due


January 29 – Open House 1-3 pm





What We’re Learning


Reading: We will read some fiction and non-fiction books about bears next week.


Phonological Awareness:  We will learn Bb is for bear.


Math: We will practice counting and sorting skills with our bear counters.  We will also practice graphing skills with teddy bears.


Writing: The children will make some Thanksgiving cards as they practice their printing skills.


Social and Emotional Skills:  Friday will be our Teddy Bear Picnic.  Each child may bring a teddy bear to school.  (If they don’t have a bear they can substitute a different animal.)


Social Studies:  We will look at animal habitats and discover where different animals live.











Folders


Every child should bring a folder to school every day.  It is important that children learn at a young age how to organize themselves and be responsible for their own class materials.  You can also remind your child in the morning that his or her folder should go into the mailboxes – they can do it themselves, they just need reminders occasionally.








