
Although an average, or mean, is the most common way to simplify a list of numbers,
there are other mathematical tools that can help you work  with lists of numbers. Mode
is the number or value that appears most often in a particular set of numbers. Median is
the number that falls in the numerical center of a list of numbers. Read on to find out
how to find mode and median.

PROCEDURE: To find the mode, list your numbers in numerical order. Then
determine which number appears most often in the set. That number is the
mode. Note: A list of numbers may have more than one mode. If no number
appears more often than the others, that series of numbers does not have a mode.

SAMPLE PROBLEM: Find the mode of 4, 3, 6, 10, and 3.

The mode of 4, 3, 6, 10, and 3 is 3.

PROCEDURE: To find the median, list the numbers in numerical order. Next
determine the number that appears in the middle of the set. Note: If more than
one number falls in the middle, the median is the average of those numbers.

SAMPLE PROBLEM: Find the median of 25, 22, 24, 19, 25, 14, 26, and 15.

Median ! (22 " 24) # 2 ! 23

Get in the Mode!

1. Find the mode and median for the following sets of numbers:

a. 37, 30, 35, 37, 32, 40, 34

Mode      Median

c. 109, 84, 88, 107, 84, 94

Mode      Median

e. 25 m, 24 m, 27 m, 27 m, 49 m,
47 m, 45 m

Mode ________  Median

Average, Mode, and Median
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Name                                                Date                 C lass              

Step 1: List the numbers in numerical
order.

3, 3, 4, 6, 10

Step 2: Determine the number that
appears most often in the set.

3, 3, 4, 6, 10

Step 1: List the numbers in numerical
order.

14, 15, 19, 22, 24, 25, 25, 26

Step 2: Determine which number falls
in the middle of the set. 

14, 15, 19, 22, 24, 25, 25, 26

Because two numbers fall in the middle
(22 and 24), the median is their average.

b. 19, 29, 9, 12, 10 

Mode      Median

d. 26, 53, 39, 53, 49, 56, 35, 26

Mode      Median

f. 98 L, 99 L, 101 L, 111 L, 132 L, 103 L

Mode ________  Median27 m


