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What can you do to help at 

Little Elementary? 
 
Oct 3 Limo Parents - One of 
the prizes for the school's main 
fundraiser is a limousine ride to 
McDonald's.  We need 2 
parents for each group to be 
waiting at McDonald's and 2 
parents to ride in the limo with 
the winners.  If your child is a 
winner of the limousine prize 
wouldn't you like to be a part of 
their victory ride? 
 
Oct 3 Cookie Delivery - 
Help! The delivery of the 
famous cookie dough will 
arrive for pick up on October 
3rd at 12:00 p.m.  It is 
surprising how large an 
operation it is to sort the boxes 
of cookies into piles for the 
appropriate child.  We 
desperately need help.  Would 
you be willing to spend an hour 
or two helping us sort boxes?   
 
If you are interested in helping 
us with either of the above 2 
needs, please contact Kim 
Judson- kimdjudson@msn.com 
or Susan Sterns -  
sallymcnally4@hotmail.com 
 
Oct 8 - Oct 9  Teacher 
Conferences - Our teachers 
work diligently during the 2 
days of conferences to make 
sure that parents have the time 
they need to discuss their child.  
Most of them don't take the 
time to stop for dinner as the 
conferences go into the 
nighttime hours for our 
convenience.  The PTSA 
provides dinner in the staff 
lounge for the Little teachers.  
Would you be able to provide a 
side dish or a dessert?  Please 
contact Julie Jaeke - 
juliajaeke@hotmail.com 

   
Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome to the 2008-2009 school year at Little Elementary!  I want to thank parents for your 
warm welcome these past few weeks and your attendance and support at Back to School Night and 
on Curriculum night (Sept.3).  Your involvement and interest in your child’s education is key to the 
development of life-long learners in your children.  As a new principal to Little Elementary, I have 
focused much of my time observing teachers and students, asking questions and getting to know 
families.  I am awed and extremely honored to be joining such a professional staff that has a love 
and passion for teaching. 
 
During the summer and within the past couple of weeks, our CSAP scores were released.  I am 
very proud of our students and staff for all of their efforts.  The following chart shows the CSAP 
scores for 3rd through 6th graders:   
 

CSAP Test 

 Our 
School’s 
2005-06 
Results 

Our 
School’s 
2006-07 
Results 

Our 
School’s  
2007-08 
Results 

State of 
Colorado 
2007-08 
Results 

Grade 3 Reading 69% 65% 70% 70% 

Grade 3 Writing 52% 56% 46% 50% 

Grade 3 Math 56% 52% 67% 70% 

Grade 4 Reading 72% 84% 71% 66% 

Grade 4 Writing 54% 65% 55% 52% 

Grade 4 Math 65% 81% 64% 68% 

Grade 5 Reading 60% 70% 83% 70% 

Grade 5 Writing 51% 47% 62% 59% 

Grade 5 Math 58% 56% 66% 65% 

Grade 5 Science -- -- 43% 44% 

Grade 6 Reading 86% 65% 78% 71% 

Grade 6 Writing 73% 56% 68% 60% 

Grade 6 Math 69% 58% 58% 61% 
 
Individual scores should be arriving home for your child with this letter. 
 
As a staff, we are committed to provide every child with the very best instruction and intervention 
to achieve our academic goals.  We are equally committed to provide every child with a school 
experience that values physical education, music and art.  Thank you for your trust and support 
with everything that we do. 
 
Questions, comments and celebrations are always welcome.  
 
Sincerely, 
Esther G. Valdez, Principal  
 
 



 

 

 
 
Dear Parents and Students, 
 
Welcome back! To those of you who are new to Little, we are glad you are here. I’m a new parent to 
Little Elementary myself. I’m also a new parent to the PTSA. 
  
When I first decided to attend a PTSA meeting, I was more than a little apprehensive. Will they make 
me bake cookies? Will they pressure me to help with school parties? Will the meetings bore me to 
pieces?  I’m happy to say I was surprised by the group of teachers and parents I found. They are 
friendly and quite normal. They worry about our children’s future. They spent countless hours 
working on ways to enrich the school. Such as the Science Fair, Running Club, smart boards, 
computers, book room, library funds, teacher funds, Newsletter, teacher appreciation week, teacher 
dinners at conferences, ice cream social, movie night, year book and  Read -a-Thon. Just to name a 
few. The member’s imagination and drive keeps this train going. They can’t do it without your help. 
 
Don’t panic. We don’t want to take anything away from your very busy life. We want your thoughts. 
Your opinions allow us to gauge our success, and where improvements are needed. Attending a 
meeting is a great way to help your school. If you have time to spare during one of our many events, 
that’s even better. If work or home life prevents  you from coming in, check our website 
littleptsa.com. Check with your teachers for an avenue you can contribute. All help is greatly 
appreciated. 
 
As I work with the staff and Parents of this organization, I feel lucky to have the opportunity to attend 
a school that cares what happens to my child. Don’t let your own misconceptions stop you from 
getting involved. Your effort will be rewarded many times over. 
 
Thank You, 
 
Tiffany Jones, PTSA President 
 
 

Have you checked out the new PTSA website? It's located at www.LittlePTSA.com We 
are now able to send out the newsletter electronically along with other email notifications.  Would 
you like to be reminded when picture day is coming up or that a field trip is slated for the next day?  
If so, then please sign up on the form later in this newsletter to receive special notifications from your 
class, school or PTSA.  An added bonus is the newsletter will be in color on your computer and much 
more attractive. 
 
Everyone will receive this first printed newsletter.  The parents that have already signed up for the 
electronic version will receive that as well.  If you thought you had signed up for the electronic 
newsletter but didn't receive one, contact us at littleptsa@comcast.net.  We might have typed in your 
email incorrectly and it is bouncing back to us. 
 
Also on the website is a printable school calendar of events such as field trips, meetings, holidays, 
early release day, conferences, crazy hat day (or other fun student council events), just to name a few.  
Print it out and hang it on your refrigerator!  The school cafeteria menu is located there as well.  Just 
think, another form for the 'frige! 
 
You will find on the website special messages from the principal, teachers and the PTSA.  Looking 
for a fun family outing?  Check out the Community Event page! 

 
 

COLLECT BOX TOPS 
 

You can help our school 
without spending an extra 
penny!  Keep an eye out for 
this logo on your favorite 
products from General Mills 
and on Ziploc products, 
Kleenex products and 
Huggies products too.  You 
will soon receive handouts 
that will help you have fun 
with the collection.  Make 
sure you identify which class 
you are turning the tops in for 
because prizes will be 
awarded for classroom 
participation.   
 
Not really a label clipper?  Go 
to boxtops4education.com 
where you can register to gain 
points for the school.  
Register & then select 
“Promotions” to enter the 
contests. You can also select 
“Marketplace” to purchase 
things online & a percentage 
will go to the school. 

 
 
We also participate in 
Campbell's Labels for 
Education.  Go to 
http://www.labelsforeducation
.com to view the program.   
Your child will soon bring 
home details and fun formats 
to help collect the UPC 
symbols that will help Little 
earn extra money for our 
children. 

      WEBSITE ALERT!      



 

 

                        
 

                                                  
  
Come for some pizza and drinks and stay for the valuable information! This event is NOT to 

be missed! 
 

Your child’s teacher will be presenting essential information for a successful school year.  Details 
about homework, classroom expectations, daily schedules, parent/teacher conferences and discipline 
will be shared.  Year-at-a-glance Curriculum Plan will be provided. 
 

Free Pizza Dinner: 5:00 
Principal Presentation and Introductions in the gym: 5:45  

Classroom Session 1: 6:00 – 6:35  
*Special Education and Specials Teachers will be available at Session 1 until 7:00 

Principal Presentation and Introductions in the gym: 6:40 
Classroom Session 2: 6:55– 7:30 

 
Parents can select the session that works best for them. 

Supervised daycare will be provided on the playground! 
 

 
---------------------------------------------clip here--------------------------------------------- 

Electronic Information Form 
 
I am interested in signing up for electronic information: 
 
I would like to receive: 

� Electronic newsletters 
� Classroom, school, PTSA notices 

 
Your name: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Your email address (please print VERY clearly) __________________________________________ 
 
Your children's names Your children's teacher 
    

    

    

    



 

 

Fundraising 

Kickoff 

 
Our largest school 
fundraiser is underway.  
Cookie Dough, Cookie 
Dough…GO Cookie 
Dough!  The PTSA uses the 
money from this fundraiser 
to support Little Elementary 
through much of the 
upcoming year.  This year 
we have chosen to support a 
few crucial items and 
programs.  One of our 
focuses is replenishing the 
bookroom.  The teachers 
pull leveled reading books 
for their classrooms from 
the bookroom. Over the 
years this bookroom has 
become depleted.  This 
project will have direct 
implications for your child's 
literacy. 
We are also supporting the 
PBS program.  The PBS 
program is a reinforcement 
program that rewards 
children for positive 
behavior.  Have you heard 
of the "Wall of Fame" or 
"Pizza with the Principal"?  
If so then you have seen the 
PBS program in action.  
Last year this program 
reduced office referrals for 
poor behavior by 60%. 
Please go to 
www.LittlePTSA.com to 
the fundraising page to see 
future fundraisers and to get 
a look at the 2008-2009 
PTSA budget. 

 
 

Balancing budgets – whether you’re the head of your household or the CEO of a 
large company, the job of making a dollar stretch to cover the rising cost of just 
about everything, is a challenge.  Jeffco Public Schools is no different when it 
comes to the dollar dilemma.  Beginning in 2009-2010, Jeffco will have to make 
deep and drastic budget cuts that will affect classrooms, bus routes, class size 
and maintenance of schools.   It’s not just the skyrocketing cost of living causing 
the problem; it’s also the way public schools are funded in Colorado.  The 
amount allocated to school districts by the state legislature isn’t enough to cover 
rapidly rising costs.  Here’s another way to look at it:  most of the revenue 
available to schools is fixed, while the cost of education continues to rise. 
 
Over the next three years, Jeffco Public Schools will need to cut $35 million 
from the budget to pay for those increasing costs.  Here’s an early look at what 
those budget cuts might mean: 
 

• Reducing up to 500 teachers 
• Increasing elementary class size 
• Reducing art, music, physical education classes 
• Reducing staff in school clinics  
• Increasing student fees 
• Losing one school day 

 
The budget challenges also affect the district’s ability to keep school buildings 
maintained and up-to-date.  Only 26 percent of Jeffco schools meet the district’s 
educational standards and only 6 percent meet the district’s technology 
standards.   
In 2004, Jefferson County voters approved both a bond issue and mill levy 
override, giving the district badly needed money for buildings and operating 
expenses.  The district has strategically spent down that money over the past four 
years.   
If you have questions about the district’s budget and the budgeting process, 
please feel free to contact Jeffco Public Schools Communications Services staff 
at 303-982-6808 or visit http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/finance/index.html    
to view the 2008-2009 budget. 
 
 

The Lynx Letter is published monthly by the PTSA.  Please send 
submissions to Caroline Murphy, cspirit621@msn.com by Monday of 
the third week of the month.  The newsletter is distributed on the final 
Friday of each month.  Future newsletters will also be available in a 
Spanish format.  This is the first issue of the 2008-2009 school year. 

 




