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Textbook Page 207, question number 3: Some critics have said that Poe’s dark writing was influeced by his sad and tortured life that in fact a writer’s life experieces greatly affect his writing style and topics. Others believe that a good writer is a great observer of the human condition and can write from obeserving and studying others. Which do you think this is true? If so, how? 

Life experiences and observing the human condition are valuable to a good writer, so it is not necessary to rely only on personal life experiences for affective writing style and topics. The depth of the life expereince might bring more insight and understanding to a character, but humans can also feel empathy and sympathy with our friends and family as they go through life expereinces as well. We do not always have to directly expereince something. For exmple, Edgar Allan Poe writes about a man, who kills another. The Volture Eye and the sounds of a heartbeat coming from the floor are signs of schizophrenia. Yet, there is no evidence to suggest that Poe ever killed another human being or suffered from scizophrenia. Though many speculate, he suffers from major depressive disorder, because he drank too much. Many would be shocked and disbelieve anyone who said Poe had killed someone. Additionally, mental illness does not mean the result is the death of someone. In the movie, “A Beautiful Mind”, John Nash suffers from hearing voices and seeing people who are not there. Yet, the idea of killings someone was never a point. Mental illness does not cause immorality. Even in my own expereinces, I have watched as students suffer from major depressive disorder. There was a situation was students went online and talked about killing themselves. Luckly, one of the students decided to live and told someone in the University adminstration of their school. No one comitted sucide and went on to have good lives. Yet, as a teacher, who observes the symptoms and conditions of major depressive disorder, I often feel my students’ pain and want to help them. Empathisizing with them during class conversation times, English Lounge time, or other opportuntities to talk with them is valuable. They understand that others see their pain and want to help. Also, that the symptoms of depression are well known and that others suffer as they are suffering and that this is not just their problem. I certainly hope that when I have a mental problem or too much stress in my life that could cause a mental problem, there will be others around me who will help me. Therefore, life experiences do not have to be part of a writer’s expereinces, he can empathisize and study about others to understand them and to write about them. Actually, it is a kind of help, because they are writing in a form that might help others to be more understanding about those who are not the same as themselves.
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