ANGLO-SAXON BACKGROUND STUDY SHEETS   pp. 16-21

TIMELINE:  Identify the event and/or person by each date below:

Events in Britain—

449                                                        975

597                                                        1000

690                                                        1016

793                                                        1042
871                                                        1066
Events around the world—

500                                                        630

800                                                        880

QUESTIONS:  Answer the questions below with specific details.

1.  Anglo-Saxon period comes at the end of what previous period?  

     How long had it lasted?

2.  Who was the first successful Roman conqueror to invade what is now called Britain?                                                    When did he come?

From where did he come?

3.  What three groups of people does the Roman conqueror meet throughout his invasion of this area and in what parts or regions were each group found?

4.  Which of the peoples met by the Romans was the largest?

      Give five facts about these people.

5.  Who or what were the druids?

6.  When did the Romans return to take full control of the island?
7.  What happened to the Picts?

8.  What are some signs/achievements of the Roman conquest?

9.  How did Roman dominance change the Britons?

10.  When and why do the Romans leave?

      What does this mean to Britain?

11.  The Anglo-Saxon is marked by what two dates?  What events occurred to make these dates so important?

12.  Name four invasion groups to Britain who came after the departure of the Romans?  From where did each group come?

13.  Name the legendary king who is said to have led the Britons?  What eventually happens to them?

14.  Who were the Gaels?

15.  What happens to Celtic culture at this time?   Why?

16.  Discuss the development of the English language by giving five facts.

17. What is the language of the Anglo-Saxon people called?

18.  What was the name these united people came to be called?

        What was their alphabet called?

        How was it used?

19.  How was literature transmitted?

       Where?

       By whom?

       What three pieces of literature develop in this period?  Give facts about each.

20.  What is the Heptarchy?

       How many parts?

       Name them.

21.  Which group was dominant in this Heptarchy and what lasting effect did they have?

22.  How did Anglo-Saxons change over time?

23.  Wyrd was what?

24.  Who was Patrick?  What did he do?

25.  Who was Augustine?  Why is he remembered?

26.  When does the Danish Invasion begin?                Why?

       By what other name are the Danes known?

       Give three facts about their invasion.

27.  Who is Alfred the Great and what has he to do with the Danes?

        Where is his kingdom?

28.  Who is Canute?

29.  Who was the next non-Danish King of England and when does he take the throne?
30.  Explain the controversy tied to the throne of the man in question 29 when he died.

31. What is a Witan?

32.  Who is Harold?

33.  Who is William of Normandy?  Why does he come to Britain?

34.  What major battle is William involved in on the island?

35.  Who is called the Conqueror?  Explain how he gets the name and how he becomes king of the island.

36.  What replaces The Anglo-Saxon alphabet?  How does this spread literacy?

37.  Who were scribes and what did they do?

38.  What is Beowulf?  

39.  What is the Exeter Book?

40.  What is the “Seafarer”?

41.  Who is Caedman?

42.  In what book were riddles found?                    How many riddles were found?

43.  Who is Venerable Bede?

       What language did he use?

44.  What language did Alfred the Great use and what famous book did he oversee?                                                    What was the purpose of that book?
45.  In one word sum up this entire 600 year period in British History.
