THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT THE…

United States Constitution
AP United States History

Refer to your copy of the United States Constitution and answer each of the following nit-picky questions. You will be responsible now and throughout the year for a general working knowledge of the American form of government and how it has been applied to various historical circumstances.

PREAMBLE

1. What are the purposes of the new government?

ARTICLE I: The Legislative Branch
2. Name the two branches of the legislature. What are they jointly called? What qualifications to be a member of each?

3. Who is the chief officer of the House of Representatives? Of the Senate? 

4. Describe the impeachment process.

5. How often must Congress meet? Why?

6. What is a quorum? What are the Rules of Proceedings? The Journal of Proceedings?

7. What is a revenue bill? What is different about this bill?

8. Describe the skeletal outline of passing a bill into law.

9. What are two kinds of vetoes?

10. What were some of the powers exclusively held by Congress?

11. Pay special attention to the last clause of Section 8 (clause 18) – the elastic clause. How does this function?
12. Section 9 includes some of the basic civil liberty protections in the Constitution. What are they?

13. Why are titles of nobility prohibited?

14. How do the election procedures differ for the House and the Senate?

ARTICLE II: The Executive Branch
15. Know the term of office for President and the qualifications for the office.

16. How is the President elected?

17. How can a President be removed from office? List the reasons.

18. What are the constitutional duties of the President?

19. What power does the President share with the Senate?

ARTICLE III: The Judicial Branch

20. How is the power of the judicial branch distributed?

21. How long do federal judges serve? Why?

22. What are the exclusive powers (original jurisdiction) of the Supreme Court?

23. What are the appellate powers of the Supreme Court?

24. What is treason?

ARTICLE IV: The States
25. What are the guarantees to citizens of every state?

26. How are new states to be admitted?

27. What is a republican form of government?

ARTICLE V: The Amending Process

28. Describe in detail methods by which the Constitution can be amended. How do these illustrate the principle of federalism?

ARTICLE VI: The Supremacy Clause
29. What is the supreme law of the land?

30. Do you see cause for state-central government conflict in this article? Why?

ARTICLE VII: The Ratification Process
31. How is (was) the Constitution ratified?

VOCABULARY FOR MAIN TEXT OF CONSTITUTION
32. Enumerated powers
33. Delegated powers
34. Implied powers
35. Advice and consent
36. Writ of habeas corpus
37. Bill of attainder
38. Naturalization
39. Pocket veto
40. Ex post facto
BILL OF RIGHTS: The First Ten Amendments

41. Learn them specifically by number.

· Pay attention to language of First Amendment as well as other amendments.

· Notice that the First Amendment’s “freedom” protections are part of the same amendment and not four separate amendments.

VOCABULARY FOR FIRST TEN AMENDMENTS

42. Due process

43. Indictment

44. Grand jury

45. Jeopardy

46. Reserved powers

AMENDMENTS 11-27

47. You are to learn each of these. We will study these as they appear historically.

· Amendments 11,12: Early 19th Century
· Amendments 13-15: Civil War/Reconstruction
· Amendments 16-19: Progressive/World War I Era
· Amendments 20-21: New Deal Era
· Amendments 22-27: Mid-to-late 20th Century
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