Student Success Guide for Mrs. Norman’s English I PreAP Class 2011-2012
Room: B208

Email: lani.norman@gcisd.net  Work phone #: 817-305-4700 ext. 2048    www.normanteach.com
Tutoring Schedule:

I am available every day by appointment except on Fridays.
· Please come to tutorials for help or make an appointment with me. I want you to be successful in my class and you will if you work hard! I am here to help at all times and will give you a 100%; please do the same for me! 
Supplies:

· Spiral Notebook (REQUIRED) – you may keep in class 
· Highlighter 
· Binder
· Purchase Great Expectations by Charles Dickens by next week
Course Objective
Pre-AP English I introduces students to the rigors, expectations, and terminology of advanced placement study in the English Language Arts. Students will be trained how to analyze literature; how to draw meaning and significance from a writer’s choices. With the understanding that all texts are rhetorical, students will be taught how to both recognize and use rhetorical strategies (including stylistic devices). Considerable time will also be spent mastering the rules of the English language, improving composition skills, and developing a mature vocabulary. By the end of the course, students should find themselves more effective users of the English language. 

Expectations
Prepare to be challenged. I expect my Pre-AP English I students to be highly motivated, reliable, and creative. If you are someone who has trouble handling a heavy workload, who has trouble completing assignments on time, and/or who does not take pride in his/her work, then you will have difficulty passing this course.
.Grades
A. Six Weeks Average

Each Six Weeks Average will be calculated as follows: 



Tests, projects, major essays


= 50%



Quizzes, timely assignments


= 30%



Daily work, homework, vocabulary 

= 20%

B. Progress Reports

All students will receive a progress report three weeks into the six weeks grading period. Any student with an average of 75 or below must return his/her progress report signed by a parent. 
Late Work Policy:
Place all work in the appropriate inbox for late work. DO NOT put on my desk or give to a substitute. Either hand it to me or turn in to the O.C. I WILL NOT accept late work if it does not have an orange late work slip attached to it. This also applies to the message board. If you complete a message board late, please come by and fill out a late slip and write message board on it (be specific). If your assignment is late, you will automatically receive a 70 and I will start grading from a 70. The same policy applies as the message board system. You have 3 days after the due date to turn in your assignment. For every day that it is late, additional points will be deducted. 

Late day one = 70

Day two = 60

Day three= 50

Day four = 0 and will no longer be accepted!

***Depending on the assignment, points are subject to change

MY WEBSITE: www.normanteach.com
It is VERY IMPORTANT to become familiar with my website. Not only is it a tool for you to obtain information, but you will be assessed on my website frequently. 
Message Board Policy:
To access my message board, go to:

·  www.normanteach.com
· Click on Message Board on my home page (column on left)

· Click on your class period

· Reply to the message and post – please include your FIRST and LAST NAME
There are no excuses for not completing your assignment. If you do not have access to a computer at home, then you can access one in the library before/after school or during lunch. NO EXCUSES! You may also make arrangements before/after school to use the computer lab with me. If your message is posted after the due date and time, you will automatically receive a 70. For each day you do not post, additional points will be deducted (this does not mean “A” or “B” days, it means each single day after the due date points are deducted). After the third day, you will receive a zero and absolutely no credit will be given.  
Academic Honesty

The English Language Arts Department at Colleyville Heritage High School expects that all work turned in is the student’s own work. Plagiarism incidents will be handled according to the school policy set in place by the Academic Integrity Committee.  Plagiarism is defined as “the false assumption of authorship: the wrongful act of taking the product of another person’s mind, and presenting it as one’s own” (Alexander Lindey, Plagiarism and Originality [New York: Harper, 1952] 2). This includes all forms of copying, cutting/pasting, and cheating whether the material is taken in whole or in part from a book, the internet, student, or other source. In an instance where material has been obtained from another student, both parties will be penalized.  After any infraction, a student-teacher-parent conference may be scheduled. In the event of subsequent offenses, the incident will be referred to the Academic Integrity Committee for review and action; however, all offenses can be submitted for review. CHHS English Department uses the program turnitin.com for all major papers to scan for plagiarism.
Absences
Obtaining Make-up Work (will go over procedure in class)
It is the student’s responsibility to obtain work when absent; otherwise, assignments made during absence are handled as late work. If there is no assignment in the folder, please see me. School policy for work missed while absent will be enforced. 

Important upcoming dates to know:

August 31st & Sept. 1st – Student pictures for ID and yearbook (Make-up day is in October)


Open House at night TBA

October 12 - PSAT
Do your best – be in class – bring materials every day – have a good attitude 

Let’s have a great year of learning TOGETHER!!!

This syllabus is intended as a set of guidelines for English I. Students and parents should note that Mrs. Norman reserves the right to make modifications in content and requirements as necessary to promote the best education possible within prevailing conditions affecting this class. 
August 22, 2011
Dear Parent(s) or Guardian,

I will be your son/daughter’s English teacher this year.  In order to guarantee your son/daughter and all the students in my classroom the excellent education they deserve, I have provided them with my rules and expectations.

Please take the time to read over this information with your child. I plan to be in contact with you throughout the school year. I will be available for tutoring and plan to give your child a 100% of myself during class. I expect each student to give me a 100% in my class in return. With your support and by working as a team, we can have a successful year! 

I will go over this information the first day of school in detail. Even though I will go over this information with your son/daughter, please take time to read and discuss this letter and packet of information with them.  Once you have done that, please sign and date the form below. Please return it to me by FRIDAY, AUGUST 26, 2011.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at the school or by email. 
Email: lani.norman@gcisd.net
Work phone:  817-305-4700 ext. 2048

Thank you for your cooperation.  I’m looking forward to having your son/daughter in my class this year!

Sincerely, 
Lani Norman
English I PreAP & English I

Colleyville Heritage High School
Class Period _____

Please fill out completely and return to me by the date below.
Sign and return by Friday, August 29, 2009                                   
I have read and understand that I am responsible for adhering to the rules, procedures, expectations and guidelines set forth in this syllabus. Furthermore, I understand any infraction could possibly lead to a student-teacher-parent conference, a grade deduction, or a grade of zero (0). By signing below, I give Mrs. Norman my word that I will do my best in her class and notify her when I am in need of assistance.

Print Student Name: __________________________________________ 

Class Period: _______________

STUDENT SIGNATURE: _________________________________________

DATE: ______________________

I have read and discussed the syllabus and the above statement with my child.

PARENT SIGNTURE: ____________________________________________

DATE: ______________________


Dear Parent or Guardian,

I am looking for a way to enhance communication with each other to help aid in your child’s success this year. I would like to send out emails frequently with notifications of homework, tests, projects, and other information. If you have an email address and would like to be on my email list, please print clearly below. This will provide a way for me to double check and add new contacts.  I hope this will help with communication and ensure that your child has a successful school year.  Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns and I will address them as soon as I can.

Lani Norman


*** Please check the appropriate box and print below.
_____ Yes, I do want to be on your email list.

_____ No, I do not have an email or do not want to be on your email list.


Student Name:






Parent Name:




_______________________________________


_________________________________________________

Parent Email Address Below:

(Please print clearly and distinguish numbers)
