Fun with Prefixes and Suffixes Lab MAKEUP	
Name					
Period		Date			

Imagine that you are on a tribal council members of an ancient “Southwestern Indian Tribe”. Your responsibility as council member is to determine the scientific names of some a new organism found in your land. You are going to observe the creature below and come up with a Latin or Greek scientific name. Carefully read over all instructions before completing any work. You will need to use your imagination to answer questions. You can make up the organisms characteristics…so have fun with it! Coming up with a scientific name is quite simple:

a) First, write a pair of words that best describe something specific on the organism. 
· Use an adjective and a noun paired together
· An example might be red wings
b) Convert the two words into Latin or Greek.
· Red = rhodo
· Ptero = wing
c) Put the words together, this becomes your genus name.
· Rhodo + ptero = rhodoptero
· Rhodoptero means red wing
d) Sometimes you may have to add another letter or word to help it make sense and make it easier to pronounce (mainly add vowels).
e) Repeat this again using two different descriptive terms. Put the two new words together. This becomes your species name. For example, I will use Long beak, which could be written as Rostrumlongi
· Write your genus name and start it with a capital letter.
· Leave a little space after your genus name and write the species name starting with a lowercase letter.
· Underline both words separately. This is your scientific name and should look like this; Rhodoptero rostrumlongi.
· When typing a scientific name, you may type it in italics rather than underlining it, your choice. Rhodoptero rostrumlongi.

Here is the creature: (NOTE- you may color the creature if you want, then you can use that to describe it)
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1. Choose a name for your tribe using at least four prefixes/suffixes.


2. What is the literal English translation of your tribes name?
3. How is the organism that you are studying helpful to your tribe?


4. What does your organism eat? (be creative)


5. What eats your organisms? (be creative- make up an organism if you want)



6. What is your organism’s habitat? (where does it live? be VERY descriptive and creative)


7. Find 8-10 prefixes/suffixes that describe your organism. Write them AND THEIR ENGLISH TRANSLATION below.





8. Combine the best two or three of descriptions (like red eyes or six legs) into one Greek or Latin word and make them your genus name. Remember to follow the rules for writing a genus name. Write the name below.


9. Choose two or three new descriptions and combine them as a species name. Convert these new descriptions into one Greek/Latin word and this will be the species name. Write the name below.


10. Using the rules learned on the front of this lab, write a new scientific name for your newly discovered organism.


11. What is the literal English translation for your organism?


12. How do you suppose that this method of naming organisms is highly effective for scientists of different nationalities? (2-4 sentences, in your own words)




13. Will there be differences between different groups studying the same specimen (In other words, if your organism is given to a different group, would they describe it in exactly the same way and use the same name)? Why or why not? (2-4 sentences, in your own words)




14. What did you learn by doing this lab? (2-4 sentences, in your own words)
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