Steps to Creating a Lesson Plan

1. Get an overview of the state mandated curriculum as it applies to your grade level and subject area by going to www.georgiastandards.com . Select your curriculum area and read over the standards.
2. Select which standard you are targeting and list what you want the students to know and be able to do by the END of your lesson. (Backward Design & student assessment)  

3. Brainstorm ideas of steps needed to help the students be able to achieve the goal you came-up with in the previous step - get some cool ideas by going to my website and clicking on the Awesome Websites link and go to the Lesson Plans and Rubrics section.  Click on several of the links I have listed and/or do a google search to find ideas on what to do in your lesson by looking at lesson plans on identifying coins that have already been created.

4. Practice Yourself - Play with the Smart Board software to figure out how you would present your lesson – What activity can you do in 5-10 minutes to get students interested in the main part of your lesson (this is the focus part of your lesson)?  What would you do to get the students involved during the lesson (this is the instruction part of your lesson)?  What would you do with coins so they could learn the difference between a penny, nickel, dime, and quarter? 
5. Begin writing your lesson plan – once you have an idea of what your students will need to complete in order to be successful at the “end” of the lesson then start listing the steps you will need to take your students through in order for them to be successful at the “end” of the lesson.  Include a list of any and all materials you will need – fake coins, plastic bags, pencils, etc.  (each of these steps will become your lesson plan)

