Silent film
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
A silent film is a film with no synchronized recorded sound, especially spoken dialogue. In entertainment silent films the acting and dialogue is commuted through muted gestures, pantomime and title cards. The idea of combining motion pictures with recorded sound is nearly as old as film itself, but because of the technical challenges involved, synchronized dialogue was only made practical in the late 1920s with the introduction of the Vitaphone system. After The Jazz Singer in 1927, "talkies" became more and more commonplace and within a decade silent films essentially disappeared.
The first film was created by Louis Le Prince in 1888. It was a two second film of people walking around in Oakwood Grange garden, titled Roundhay Garden Scene.[1] The art of motion pictures grew into full maturity in the "silent era" before silent films were replaced by "talking pictures" in the late 1920s.
Because silent films had no synchronized sound for dialogue, onscreen intertitles were used to narrate story points, present key dialogue and sometimes even comment on the action for the cinema audience. The title writer became a key professional in silent film and was often separate from the scenario writer who created the story. Intertitles (or titles as they were generally called at the time) often became graphic elements themselves, featuring illustrations or abstract decoration that commented on the action.
Showings of silent films almost always featured live music, starting with the pianist at the first public projection of movies by the Lumière Brothers on December 28, 1895 in Paris.[3] From the beginning, music was recognized as essential, contributing to the atmosphere and giving the audience vital emotional cues (musicians sometimes played on film sets during shooting for similar reasons). Small town and neighborhood movie theaters usually had a pianist. Beginning in the mid 1910s, large city theaters tended to have organists or ensembles of musicians. Massive theater organs were designed to fill a gap between a simple piano soloist and a larger orchestra.
Silent film actors emphasized body language and facial expression so that the audience could better understand what an actor was feeling and portraying on screen. Much silent film acting is apt to strike modern-day audiences as simplistic or campy. For this reason, silent comedies tend to be more popular in the modern era than drama, partly because overacting is more natural in comedy. The melodramatic acting style was in some cases a habit actors transferred from their former stage experience.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=onfUau7Smbs&NR=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PERvvv318aE&feature=fvw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xh3z89u1NtY&feature=related
Due dates:

Storyboard by Wednesday 11/4
Final video by Friday 11/6
Your assignment:
Create a 1-2 minute silent video.  Will you have to do a storyboard?  YES!  You must plan out the scenes.  There has to be some kind of plot with an ending.
You need to use royalty-free music for the background.  And you need to include “intertitles”—that is the text to explain dialog or the action.

Your actors need to really use hand and facial expressions.

This is NOT group work.  Everyone must have his/her own silent movie to receive a grade.  You can help each other, though.

You will use movie maker to make your video appear old—view video effects, then choose film age oldest, or grayscale.  For your text,  use an old-fashioned font to make it look authentic.  (Harrington looks good)

Include a 5-second opening slide with your name and date and title of video project (silent movie)
At end, give credits to your actors.  (the beginning and end do not count for your time length requirement)


Grading:

5 pts  	Meet time deadlines
5 pts.  	Meet length requirement
10 pts.  Video has a plot and ending
10 pts.  Uses variety of shots—long, medium, CU
5 pts.  	Looks like a silent movie
5 pts. 	 Music fits 


