My Voice  -- Individual assignment.
Trepidation.  Cool word, huh?  It means fear.  Some students are eager to take a class in radio production; others are a little afraid.  Many are a lot  afraid.  Mainly, students express trepidation about hearing their own voice on tape.

That’s plenty understandable.  If you’ve heard your voice on tape, you remember the shock, especially the first time you heard yourself.  Because of physics and sound waves and the geography of your head, you don’t sound to others the way you do to yourself.  Most people are disappointed—or downright depressed—the first time they hear themselves as others do.  If you’re lucky, you feel so-so about your voice. 

The best way to begin to get over trepidation is to identify it: call it by its name.  Just look it in the eye, and say, “You: I want a word with you.  Now.”  Remember: the monster loses his power when we learn his name.
You’ve been fiddling with the cameras and audacity for a couple of days, so you know how you sound.  Write about what you heard.  Write about what you want  to hear.  Write about what you want others  to hear.
For this assignment, you’ll write and record a 20- to 40-second personal statement.  It should somehow document how you regard your voice—your reactions to hearing it.  You may write about the physical sound of your voice, the emotional overtones you hear in your voice, the “message” you wish to convey with your voice, or your hopes for how others will respond to your voice, any combination of the foregoing, or something I haven't included in this list.  So:
· For about 20 to 40 seconds, write a paragraph
About:

· your reactions to hearing your voice, either now or prior to this class

· how your voice sounds to you, physically—your pitch, tone, pronunciation, accent, rate, articulation . . .

· the “emotional” overtones of your voice—how it makes you feel  to hear it 

· how you’d like  your voice to sound

· how you’d like your audience to respond to your voice

· the qualities in your voice you'd like to maintain

· the qualities you'd like to change

Most important: I can't think of everything that all the world's people might wish to say about their voice.  The list above contains suggestions, not orders.  If you have a unique slant on what you wish to write about or how you wish to write it, go for it.  Your voice is individual, so it stands to reason that your thoughts about it will be yours alone as well.  Hard as it is, be yourself.

Practice reciting your piece; then record it using audacity.  Keep in mind the following guidelines for grading:
· Seriousness of approach: This doesn’t mean you can’t use humor; it does mean you can’t be silly.

· Quality of the writing: I will act as editor for this piece.  You’ll show it to me before recording.

· Recording quality: I’ll deduct points for any of the following problems:



1.
mic handling noise



2.
popped “p’s” or other plosives



3.  
incorrect mic placement (Too close results in “proximity effect”—unnatural bass 



emphasis; too far from speaker results in too weak a signal and loss of “presence.”)
· Conversational tone:  Write the way you talk, but avoid slang or jargon.
· Simple writing: one sentence, one idea.

· Writing “for the ear.”  Use vivid language.  Help your reader “see” what you’re talking about.
· Prompt completion: Meet the deadline or you’re fired.

Scoring Grid:

20 pts.

content: Thoughtful, well-written for radio.  If the student uses humor, is it serious humor?
20 pts.

recording quality.
-2 pts.

each instance of audible  clipping

-2 pts.
each instance of mic handling noise, popped plosives, distracting background or accidental noises (given our "studio's" limitations)
-5 pts.

improper mic placement

-10 pts. 
late by one day
Over 1 day late, no credit.
This is at the beginning, so I'm going to be lenient with late work, as you can see.  Hereafter, if you're late by any amount of time, you get zip.  Just like the real world.

Each of you has to do this as an individual assignment.  
Due date is:  _______________________

