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Mrs. Reed
Coronado High School, Room 803
U.S. History Honors Course Syllabus

Welcome to your Junior Year Cougars! I expect that in many ways we will both be teaching each other some things, and I am truly excited about the upcoming year. My hope is that you all are challenged in my class, and at least can say upon graduation that you understand a little bit more about your country than you did before, and my belief is that this will be the case. So let’s have a great year!
1. COURSE OVERVIEW (FROM CCSD):
This is a one-year survey course from the exploration period to the present. Emphasis will be placed on significant historical events in the history of the United States and their consequences. This course will fulfill the one United States History credit required for graduation.

United States History Skills

•Chronology

•History Skills

United States History Content
•Exploration, Interaction, and Exchange

•Migration and Industrialization Change Society

•Colonization




•the Progressive Era

•Revolutionary Period



•Imperialism and World War I

•Confederation and Constitutional Periods
•Between the Wars


•The Emerging Nation



•World War II

•Nationalism and Sectionalism


•Cold War Conflicts

•The Civil War




•Post-War Domestic America (1945-1960)

•Reconstruction



•the Turbulent Years (1960-1975)

•Global America (1975-Present)
2. COURSE OBJECTIVES (from CCSD US History Honors Syllabus):
The student will:
• develop vocabulary related to the study of United States history.

• develop skills in the reading process to locate, organize, compose, and edit written material    related to the course.

• analyze information utilizing a variety of sources: time lines, charts, graphs, historical pictures,

political cartoons, historical documents, and other primary resource material.

• engage in higher-level thinking skills.

• analyze the significant social, cultural, economic, and political changes in the United States.

• identify the contributions made by diverse cultures to the development of the United States.

• analyze technological advances and their impact on the development of the United States.

• analyze current events.

• describe historical cause and effect relationships.

• list major developments and changes in order of historical appearance.

• examine (compare and contrast) historical information from primary and secondary sources.

• analyze the rights and responsibilities listed in the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.

• describe the significance of key events and the roles of key individuals in United States history.

• locate major physical and human features of the United States on maps.

• use the Internet to research various historical topics.

3. REQUIRED MATERIALS: 
You will need to bring the following to class on a daily basis:
A. Textbook: “The Americans”
B. A well-organized notebook (we’ll discuss what well-organized means) including all returned assignments, vocabulary, handouts, and class notes (kept in a spiral notebook). 

C. Pen or Pencil
4. COURSE ACTIVITIES:

Course activities will vary, but will incorporate any or all of the following:
A. Reading and discussion of the text 

B. Lecture/Notes (almost always in PowerPoint format)

C. Audio visual presentations (movie clips and movies are possible)
D. Guest speakers 

E. Current events readings, discussions, and presentations 

F. Group activities, presentations, and simulations 

G. Library research 

H. Tests and quizzes will be a variety of multiple choice, essay, matching, and short answer.

5. GRADING POLICY AND EVALUATION PROCEDURES:

The grading scale for this course is based on the total points accrued versus the total points possible:  100-90% = A      89-80% = B
  79-70% = C   69-60%=D      <59% =F


Each quarter will count 45% towards your semester grade and the semester final exam counts for 10%. 
On all written assignments, spelling and grammar will be part of the grading criteria. With that said, the quarter grades will be drawn from the following formula: 
CLASS PARTICIPATION and ORGANIZATION (10%): Each student has the opportunity to earn 5-10 daily points for a total of 25-50 per week. At the teacher’s discretion, points will be given based on classroom involvement and on class attendance. Let me be clear on attendance: if you are not here you will not receive the daily points with ONE exception: that the absence is EXCUSED per Coronado High school guidelines. If you wish to maximize your earnings potential in this category, please observe the following guidelines in my classroom:
a. Be on time, seated, prepared, and working on my opening activity.

b. Be awake and actively participating in class discussion.
c. Maintain a well organized and neat notebook. Lack of organization will get points taken away.
d. Show RESPECT and courtesy to your fellow classmates and myself. We are all in this classroom together.

e. Stay seated until I dismiss you. The bell is only a guideline for your schedule, and I can override that at any time.
ASSIGNMENTS (45%): Classwork and homework are a reality in this or any other Coronado High School class, and on average, homework will be assigned around 3-5 days per week. Normally, this homework will involve working with your text and answering questions, but it may involve delegated group work, readings, essays, etc. Homework is due on the due date posted. If you cannot produce an assignment when I ask for it, it is then late, with no exceptions. Late work will be accepted until the corresponding Unit Test has been delivered, losing 25% each day it is late. After that the homework will permanently be entered as a “0” in the gradebook (contingent on attendance). When you receive a project, you will receive specifics well in advance, and you will be given ample time to complete it. When you do get such an assignment, a portion of the grading will be based on presentation. Per the Southeast Region Homework Guidelines, projects are due on the due date REGARDLESS of attendance.
PROJECTS/TESTS/QUIZZES (45%): You may expect about 3-4 tests per quarter, so each test WILL represent a significant portion of your quarter grade. Tests are based on a comprehensive theme, are objective, and they may include multiple choice, matching, short answers, and essays. Quizzes will be given around 1-3 times a week and will cover text and/or lecture comprehension. Pop quizzes are also a possibility based on participation levels.
6. CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS:  

· Attendance: Remember, each unexcused absence results in the inability to make up work. CCSD Policy states that absences in excess of 10 per semester results in DENIAL OF CREDIT.
· General Behavior: As juniors, I do expect you all to understand proper decorum within a classroom. The overriding principle I adhere to is one of respect towards me and each other. If you do decide to be disruptive, the first offense will result in a SINGLE warning and loss of daily points. The second offense will result in being moved to another seat accompanied by a phone call home. The third offense will result in a 30-minute detention, and another phone call will be made. The fourth offense will necessitate a Dean’s referral. When in doubt about a classroom behavior expectation, please refer to the Coronado Student’s Handbook. 
· Scholastic Dishonesty: From Plagiarism.org, this is the definition of plagiarism: Plagiarism is the improper use, or failure to attribute, another person's writing or ideas (intellectual property). It can be as subtle as the inadvertent neglect to include quotes or references when citing another source or as blatantly unethical as knowingly copying an entire paper verbatim and claiming it as your own work. 
· As high school juniors, I cannot stress enough how important it is that you give credit where credit is due. In college, plagiarism means immediate expulsion. Here, plagiarism and cheating will mean the following: a) You and the person you may have collaborated with will receive a zero for the assignment, b) Your parents will be notified, and you will get a Counselor’s Referral, and c) You have lost a significant portion of my trust and respect for the remainder of the school year!
· ****If you are cheating (this includes homework copying) both you and the person who is allowing you to cheat will receive zeroes on the assignment.****
· Make up work: If you are absent you need to check my website or the “Absent Notebook” to get your missed assignments. ****Do not ask what you missed during class time.  It is your responsibility to get all of your missed work and notes. If you had an excused absence, please consult the “Missed Assignments” box for US History, a black file box located in the classroom. You may get associated worksheets before or after class, not during. If your absence forced you to miss a quiz or test, you have 2 days to make it up. In either case, if you had a prolonged absence, please see me to set up a make up schedule.
Please feel free to review your syllabus and to ask questions based on what you have read. I am available for you before and after school for any additional assistance each of you may need, and if you prefer to contact me via E-mail, you may do exactly that at  kareed1@interact.ccsd.net.
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Film Permission Slip

Dear parent(s)/Guardian(s):

Throughout the year, students enrolled in US History Honors will be shown various films or film excerpts in class to reinforce or further identify concepts being studied.  All of the films shown in class adhere to the CCSD limitation of the 6150 regulation.
Those students who do not return this permission slip by the prescribed due date will not be allowed to view the class films.  These students will be given an alternative assignment with no penalty to their class grades.
Please sign below if you grant permission, and understand how to get in contact with me.

                                                                     has my permission to participate in film viewing for US History.

                                                                .                                                                            .
Parent/Guardian’s Signature                                                                  Date



Syllabus Acceptance Statement/Teacher Contact Statement
“I have read and understand the expectation required of me in US History Honors as per this syllabus.  I am aware that to successfully complete this course of study, I need to attend class on a regular basis, actively participate in class or small group discussions, complete and turn in assignments for grading, and conduct myself in a responsible fashion while in class. ”
It is also my commitment to you and your child that I maintain an open communications policy with you. In order to get a quick response to your concerns, a recommended first course of action is to send me an e-mail at kareed1@interact.ccsd.net. A link to this address is also available at the Coronado High School Website. You are also welcome to leave me a Voice Mail on my extension at the school phone number (799-6800). 
                                                          .                                                           .

Student’s Signature                                                          Date

“I have also reviewed this syllabus with my son/daughter and I/we are aware if it’s content.”
                                                          .                                                           .                                                                   .

Parent/Guardian’s Signature                                            Date                       Contact Phone Number
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