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Minnesota Academic Standards in History and Social Studies
HISTORY AND SOCIAL STUDIES
If a nation expects to be ignorant and free, in a state of civilization, it expects what never was and never will be . . .I know of no safe depository of the ultimate powers of the society but the people themselves.  And if we think them not enlightened enough to exercise their control with wholesome discretion, the remedy is not to take it from them, but to inform their discretion by education.
 - Thomas Jefferson

Public education in Minnesota must help students gain the knowledge and skills that are necessary to, in Jefferson’s view, protect and maintain freedom.  The Social Studies Standards on the following pages attempt to do just this by specifying the particular knowledge and skills that Minnesota students will be required to learn in the disciplines of U.S. History, World History, Geography, Economics and Civics as required by Minnesota statutes.   

These standards are written with the recognition that additional academic disciplines, Psychology, Sociology, and Anthropology, have strong traditions of instruction in Minnesota schools.  Schools may choose to continue teaching in these academic disciplines as local traditions, interest, and school priorities dictate.  

Minnesota Academic Standards in History and Social Studies

HISTORY

What is History?

The study of History (Minnesota, U.S., and World) helps students to see how people in other times and places have grappled with the fundamental questions of truth, justice, and personal responsibility, to understand that ideas have real consequences, and to realize that events are shaped both by ideas and the actions of individuals.  

The study of U.S. History helps students understand the democratic traditions of the United States and how these traditions were established and how they continue in the present.  U.S. History also helps students understand that the United States is a nation built on ordinary and extraordinary individuals united in an on-going quest for liberty, freedom, justice, and opportunity.  It helps students understand how much courage and sacrifice it has taken to win and keep liberty and justice.  

The study of World History helps students understand the major developments in the civilizations of Europe, the Middle East, Africa, Asia, and the Americas.  World History helps students recognize the “common problems of all humankind, and the increasing interactions among nations and civilizations that have shaped much of human life” and how individuals and nations have successfully or unsuccessfully met the challenges of human nature and their environment.  

Why study History?

American History should be studied because, as Kenneth T. Jackson - chair of the Bradley Commission on History in the Schools - states, “Unlike many other peoples, Americans are not bound together by a common religion or a common ethnicity.  Instead, our binding heritage is a democratic vision of liberty, equality, and justice.  If Americans are to preserve that vision and bring it to daily practice, it is imperative that all citizens understand how it was shaped in the past, when events and forces either helped or obstructed it, and how it has evolved down to the circumstances and political discourses of our own time.”

World History should be studied because of the increasing global connections in the areas of commerce, politics, technology and communications, transportation, and migration and resettlement.  These increasing connections make an understanding of the history of the world’s many cultures especially important in fostering the respect and understanding required in a connected and interdependent world.   

	UNITED STATES HISTORY GRADES K - 3

	Strand
	Sub-Strand
	Standards
	Benchmarks
	Examples 

	I. U.S. HISTORY
	A. Family Life Today and In The Past
	The student will understand how families live today and in earlier times, recognizing that some aspects change over time while others stay the same.
	1. Students will compare family life in his or her community from earlier times and today.    

2. Students will compare family life in at least three distant places and times.    

3. Students will compare technologies from earlier times and today, and identify the impact of invention on historical change.
	1. Dakota and Ojibwe villages; Minnesota frontier farms; suburban towns and cities in Minnesota today; similarities and differences in work (inside/outside home), dress, manners, schools, games, festivals, stories; drawing from biographies, oral histories, and folklore
2. City of Lagos in the African kingdom of Benin or Timbuktu in the kingdom of Mali; Eastern European shtetl or Sami village in Finnmark; Mongol village
3. Transportation methods (canoes, covered wagons, cars, planes), communication methods (oral traditions, letters, cell phones, computers)

	I. U.S. HISTORY
	B. Famous People and Events in U.S. History
	The student will recognize people and events that made significant contributions to U.S. History.
	1. Student will know individuals and groups associated with key turning points in U.S. History.
	1. George Washington and the American Revolution; Abraham Lincoln and the Civil War; Lewis and Clark and the Corps of Discovery; Susan B. Anthony and the Women’s Suffrage movement; Rosa Parks and the Civil Rights movement; military veterans and service to country.

	I. U.S. HISTORY
	C. Many Peoples and Cultures Meet in the Making of North America
	The student will demonstrate knowledge of the people who settled in North America.
	1. Students will understand that large and diverse American Indian nations were the original inhabitants of North America.  

2. Students will demonstrate knowledge of European exploration and settlement of the North American continent and the resulting interaction with American Indian nations.


	1. Regional variations of Indian cultures (Woodland, Plains, Southwest, Pacific Northwest, and Arctic; Ojibwe, Dakota  

2. Scandinavian, Spanish, Dutch, French, and English explorations, conflict, cooperation, trade, disease; Leif Eriksson; Christopher Columbus; Powhatan, Pocahontas and John Smith; Squanto and Pilgrims 


	WORLD HISTORY GRADES K-3

	Strand
	Sub-Strand
	Standards
	Benchmarks
	Examples 

	III.  WORLD HISTORY 
	A.  Family Life Today and in the Past
	The student will understand how families live today and in earlier times, recognizing that some aspects change over time while others stay the same.
	1. Students will compare family life in their own communities from earlier times and today. 

2. Students will compare family life in at least three distant places and times.    

3. Students will compare technologies from earlier times and today, and identify the impact of invention on historical change.
	1. Dakota and Ojibwe villages; Minnesota frontier farms; suburban towns and cities in Minnesota  today; similarities and differences in work (inside/outside home), dress, manners, schools, games, festivals, stories; drawing from biographies, oral histories, and folklore.  

2. City of Lagos in the African kingdom of Benin or Timbuktu in the kingdom of Mali; Eastern European shtetl or Sami village in Finnmark; Mongol village.  

3. Transportation methods (canoes, covered wagons, cars, planes), communication methods (oral traditions, letters, cell phones, computers).

	III.  WORLD HISTORY
	B. Civilizations in World History
	The student will demonstrate knowledge of the historical development of past cultures around the world.
	Students will demonstrate knowledge of the historical development of at least three civilizations in Africa, the Americas, Asia, or Europe.
	China, Persia; Egypt; Aztec, Inca, Athenian; Rome, Ghana, Mali

	III.  WORLD HISTORY 
	C.  Famous People in World History
	The student will recognize individuals or groups that have shaped the world
	Students will become familiar with people who have made cultural (scientific, artistic, literary, and industrial) contributions to world history, and analyze the significance of their contributions.
	Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, Johann Gutenberg, Jonas Salk, William Shakespeare, Mahatma Ghandi, Marie Curie



	HISTORICAL SKILLS GRADES  K-3

	Strand
	Sub-Strand
	Standards
	Benchmarks
	Examples 

	IV. HISTORICAL SKILLS
	A. Concepts of Time
	The student will demonstrate chronological thinking.  
	1. Students will define and use terms for concepts of historical time.   

2. Students will place events in chronological order and construct timelines. 
	1. “Long, long ago,” recent past, present and future; days of the week, months of the year, seasons
2. Visual or graphic representations of their own life histories and of the topics studied

	IV. HISTORICAL SKILLS
	B. Historical Resources
	The student will understand that we can learn about the past from different sorts of evidence.
	1. Students will compare different kinds of historical sources and describe the different sorts of information the sources provide.
	1. Archeological and geological evidence; legends and mythology; oral traditions; documents such as diaries, letters, and newspapers; maps; songs, art, photographs, and architecture; artifacts such as toys, clothing, furniture, tools; visual and mathematical graphics such as tables, flow charts, graphs


Minnesota Academic Standards in Social Studies

GEOGRAPHY

What is Geography?

Geography is the science of space and place on Earth’s surface. It is an integrative discipline that brings together the physical and human dimensions of our world. Geography’s subject matter is the spatial arrangement of the physical and human phenomena that make up the world’s environments and gives character to places, large and small.  Geography describes the changing patterns of places in words, maps, numbers and graphics, explains how these patterns come to be, and unravels their meaning. 

Geography captures the imagination. It stimulates curiosity about the world and the world’s diverse inhabitants and places as well as about local regions and global issues. It enables us to understand our home by opening windows on the rest of the world.

Why study Geography?

To be successful contributors to a democratic society, all individuals need to have an understanding of geography, which means that they need to have an understanding of the spatial context of people, places and environments on Earth.  

The geographically literate person knows where important things are, why they are located in those places and the significance of the locational patterns of the world. Furthermore, she comprehends the nature and significance of multiple connections between people and places around the world.

This statement on the nature of geographic education is based on Geography for Life: National Geography  Standards developed by the Geography Education Standards Project on behalf of the American Geographical Society, Association of American Geographers, National Council for Geographic Education and the National Geographic Society.

	GEOGRAPHY GRADES  K-3

	Strand
	Sub-Strand
	Standards
	Benchmarks
	Examples 

	V. GEOGRAPHY
	A. Concepts of Location
	The student will use directional and positional words to locate and describe people, places and things.
	1. Students will describe the location of people, places and things by using positional words.  

2. Students will use maps and globes to locate places referenced in stories and real life situations.  

3.  Students will explain that an address locates a specific place.  

4. Students will name and use directional words to describe locations of places in the school and community. Students will locate places by using simple maps, and understand that maps are drawings of locations and places as viewed from above.  

5. Students will use the equator and poles as reference points to describe locations.  

6. Students will compare distances between two or more places shown on a map with simple terms, such as farther and closer. 
	1. Near/far, above/below, left/right, behind/in front   

3. Street address, apartment number, classroom number  

4. Near/far, above/below, left/right, behind/in front, high/low, north/south, east/west   

5. Point to or mark United States, Minnesota, Europe, and Africa features on map of the world and globe, in relation to the poles and the equator  

6. Determine which is farther from Minnesota: Texas or Alaska

	V. GEOGRAPHY
	A. Concepts of Location
	The student will demonstrate working knowledge of the cardinal directions.
	1. Students will use cardinal and intermediate directions to locate places.
	Students will describe the directional relationships between home and places studied (N, NE, E, SE, S, SW, W, NW)

	V. GEOGRAPHY
	B. Maps and Globes
	The student will use and create maps and globes to locate people, places and things.
	1. Students will locate places by using simple maps, and understand that maps are drawings of locations and places as viewed from above.   

2. Students will recognize and locate the outline shape of the state of Minnesota on a map/globe.  3. Students will create and interpret simple maps using the map elements of title, direction, symbols, and a map key or legend.  

4. Students will locate the continents and oceans on a map of the world and a globe.  

5. Students will recognize the outline shape of the contiguous United States.  

6. Students will recognize the outline shapes of countries and locate cultures and civilizations studied in history.
	1.  Find their desk in a map of their classroom
2. Point to or mark Minnesota on a political map
3. Make a map to illustrate a topic in history or a story from the reading curriculum  

4. Point out borders that touch other countries or water and know the location of Alaska and Hawaii  

5. Mark or point to Canada, Mexico, Egypt, China, India and Japan on a world map and a globe

	V. GEOGRAPHY
	B. Maps and Globes
	The student will use maps and globes to demonstrate specific geographical knowledge.
	1. Students will locate on a map the major world countries, states and major cities of the United States.  

2. Students will use an atlas to locate geographic information.
	1. Ancient civilizations, capitals of major countries, largest cities in the United States  

2. Use index to find latitude and longitude of places and find those places on a map in the atlas

	V. GEOGRAPHY
	C. Physical Features and Processes
	The student will distinguish between physical and human-made features of places on the Earth’s surface. 
	1. Students will name and locate physical features of the United States, including places about which they have read.   

2. Students will name and locate major human-made features of the United States, including features about which they have read.
	1. Deserts, mountain ranges, major rivers  

2. Major cities, capital of Minnesota and their hometown

	V. GEOGRAPHY
	C. Physical Features and Processes
	The student will identify specific landforms and waterways on a map using geographical terms.
	1. Students will locate major river systems and mountain ranges on continents studied.  

2. Students will explain and use introductory geographical terms.
	1. Nile River, Mekong River, Himalayan Mountains, Alps  

2. Tributary, boundary, island




Minnesota Academic Standards in History and Social Studies

ECONOMICS

What is Economics?

Economics is the study of how people coordinate their wants and desires, given scarce resources and the decision-making mechanisms, social customs, and political realities of their societies. Decisions made by consumers, workers, investors, managers, and government officials interact to determine the allocation of scarce resources.

Economics is a way of thinking about the world based on a set of principles that are useful for understanding almost any economic situation, from decisions that individuals make to the workings of highly complex international financial markets.

Economists have developed principles that are useful in understanding the economic decisions of individuals and firms (Microeconomics). Economists also examine the behavior of the economy as a whole through such measures as unemployment, inflation, economic growth, and balance of trade (Macroeconomics).

Why study Economics?

Today’s students will face an increasing variety of important economic decisions in their personal lives and as citizens in a democratic society. The study of economics enables students to make reasoned judgments about both personal economic questions and broader questions of economic policy in a complex and changing world. A basic grasp of how markets works and of the tradeoffs involved in trying to meet unlimited wants with limited resources is essential for meaningful democratic dialogue on what government should or should not be doing.

	ECONOMICS GRADES  K-3

	Strand
	Sub-Strand
	Standards
	Benchmarks
	Examples 

	VI. ECONOMICS
	A. Economic Choices
	The student will understand that economic choices are necessary in life.
	1. Students will identify the difference between basic needs (food, clothing, and shelter) and wants (things people would like to have).  

2. Students will explain that money can be used to buy goods and services.  

3. Students will understand and explain that the concept of scarcity means that one cannot have all the goods and services that one wants.  

4. Students will give examples of tradeoffs (opportunity costs).  

5. Students will understand and explain that as producers they can earn money (income) that can be spent or saved as they choose.
	1. Food vs. video game  

2. Quarter in gum ball machine  

3. Not everything on birthday wish list is received  

4. Invited to two birthday parties on the same day  

5. Earnings from lemonade stand can be put in piggy bank or spent on candy

	VI. ECONOMICS
	B. Producers and Consumers
	The student will understand the relationship between consumers and producers in regards to goods and services. 
	1. Students will distinguish between producers and consumers and between goods and services.  

2. Students will recognize and explain that natural resources, human resources, and human-made resources are used in the production of goods and services. 
	1. Farmer vs. dinner at restaurant;  hamburger vs. haircut  

2. Trees for paper, people, scissors


Minnesota Academic Standards in History and Social Studies

GOVERNMENT AND CITIZENSHIP 

A people who mean to be their own governors must arm themselves with the power which knowledge gives.  


  









              -James Madison

What is Civic Education?

Civic education in a democracy helps students gain the knowledge and skills needed for informed, responsible participation in public life. It is the study of constitutional principles and the democratic foundation of our national, state and local institutions.   Civic education also studies political processes and structures of government, grounded in the understanding of constitutional government under the rule of law.   

Why study Civic Education?

Students will know how to participate to make a difference and will have the skills required for competent participation in the political process, including the capacity to influence policies and the ability to monitor and evaluate the performance of public officials. The aim of civic education is not just any kind of participation by any kind of citizen; it is the participation of informed and responsible citizens, skilled in the arts of deliberation and effective action.

	GOVERNMENT AND CITIZENSHIP GRADES K-3

	Strand
	Sub-Strand
	Standards
	Benchmarks
	Examples 

	VII. GOVERNMENT AND CITIZENSHIP
	A. Civic Values, Skills, Rights and Responsibilities 
	The student will describe civic values, rights and responsibilities in a republic. 
	1. Students will demonstrate knowledge of civic values that facilitate thoughtful and effective participation in civic life.  

2.  Students will explain the rights and responsibilities of people living in a democracy, including the principle of majority rule and minority rights.
	1. Patriotism, liberty, self-reliance, cooperation, responsibility, honesty, justice , courage, self-discipline 

2.  Inalienable rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness; freedom of speech, right to vote, right to run for office, freedom of religion, right to be treated fairly, respect the rights and property of others, obey rules and laws, be informed, care for your community know your rights, work hard, take care of yourself and family 

	VII. GOVERNMENT AND CITIZENSHIP
	A. Civic Values, Skills, Rights and Responsibilities 
	The student will understand the importance of participation in civic life and demonstrate effective civic skills.
	1. Students will explain the importance of participation and cooperation in a classroom and community and explain how people can make a difference in others’ lives.  

2. Students will describe how they can influence school rules by studying and discussing issues and presenting their concerns to the people in authority.   

3. Students will explain the importance of voting and how one vote can make a difference.  

4. Students will explain that people have diverse viewpoints and that speaking and listening to others is important. 
	

	VII. GOVERNMENT AND CITIZENSHIP
	B. Beliefs and Principles of  United States Democracy 
	The student will understand the role of government, rules, and law and why we have them.  
	 1.  Students will give examples of rules in the classroom/school and community, provide reasons for the specific rules, and know the characteristics of good rules.   

2.  Students will explain that rules and laws apply to everyone and describe consequences for breaking the rules or laws. 

3. Students will know that the United States and the State of Minnesota each have  a constitution that outlines the rules for government.  
	1.  Safety, promote education environment, promote fairness, respect, characteristics: fair, reasonable, does what it is supposed to do, understandable, enforceable, supports a legitimate government goal, protects individual rights and promotes the general welfare

3. Constitution is a written plan that creates, organizes, and describes what government does, classroom constitutions

	VII. GOVERNMENT AND CITIZENSHIP
	B. Beliefs and Principles of  United States Democracy 
	The student will know key symbols, songs and locations that represent our nation and state. 
	1. Students will recognize the symbols, songs, locations that uniquely identify our nation.  

2.  Students will recognize symbols that are significant for the state of Minnesota.  

3.  Students will describe key national holidays and explain why people celebrate them.
	1. U.S. flag, the Pledge of Allegiance, the National Anthem, Independence Day, bald eagle, Statue of Liberty, the White House, the Liberty Bell, patriotic songs.  

2. The state flag, flower, quarter dollar , and bird   

3. July 4th, Memorial Day, Flag Day, Veterans’ Day, Labor Day, and Presidents’ Day, Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday, Thanksgiving

	VII. GOVERNMENT AND CITIZENSHIP
	C. Roots of the Republic
	The student will  understand the importance of  key founding documents of the U.S. 
	1. Students will identify the influence of the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. 
	

	VII. GOVERNMENT AND CITIZENSHIP
	C. Roots of the Republic
	The student will become familiar with statesmen and their leadership and guidance of the republic
	1. Students will identify the beliefs and actions of statesmen including presidents George Washington and Abraham Lincoln.
	

	VII. GOVERNMENT AND CITIZENSHIP
	D. Governmental Institutions and Processes of the United States
	The student will know basic functions of government.
	1. Students will describe examples of specific services provided by government.  

2. Students will name people involved in government, including current and past government leaders, employees, and volunteers.
	1. Police and fire protection, snowplowing, community parks, schools  

2. George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, current government and community leaders, firefighters, police officers
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