COLLEGE PREPARATORY UNITED STATES HISTORY (CPUSH)
Course Requirements

Textbook:  A HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES, 2005
By: Daniel J. Boorstin and Brooks Mather Kelley 

Secondary Reading: Presidential Courage 


1. General Course Description:  College Preparatory United States History (CPUSH) is designed to provide students with the analytic skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in United States History.  Students should learn to assess historical materials – their relevance to a given interpretive problem, reliability, and importance – and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship.  Topics will begin with Pre-Columbian Societies and continue through to the Post-Cold War World in the United States.  
     
2. Expectations: The expectations of this course include careful reading of all materials, class participation, cooperation and collaboration, as well as the knowledge and application of historical content.

3. Reading and Accountability:  In order for students to be successful in a college preparatory course, it is essential that students maximize their time through organization and time management strategies to complete all assigned reading prior to class.  The required reading, along with vocabulary, lectures, and class discussions, will figure prominently in the formal evaluation on quizzes, tests, and essays.  While some of the textbook will be discussed in detail through our class discussions, seminars, notes and activities, some of it will be covered through independent learning (which means – you must keep up with your reading)!!

4. Group Work:  For the purpose of presentations over assigned readings, students will be placed into groups.  Group work for the presentations is a course requirement and it is expected that all students will contribute to the group effort.  Establishing a positive attitude and rapport within the groups has proven to be a key to success and will greatly assist in the management of the amount of reading and work that is required.

5. Quizzes:  Students will be evaluated over the assigned reading material and vocabulary from the text.  On occasion, students will also respond to brief questions before or after a group presentation.  Each of these will constitute a daily grade.

6. Tests: Unit tests will consist of multiple choice questions with short answer and/or essay(s).  After the first unit, students must be prepared for the tests to be comprehensive, meaning that any information covered during the semester will be considered fair game.  

7. Late work: Late work will NOT be accepted for major assignments, long-term assignments or daily homework assignments. However at the end of eah quarter a student’s lowest daily (or short-term assignment) will be dropped.  Please remember: the printer is not a valid excuse for missing work. Long-term or major assignments are due irrespective of a student’s absence.
 
8. Make-up work: Per Grading and Grouping: Students have 5 days from the date of their return to make up work at no penalties.  Students need to see their teachers the same day they return from their absence.  Long term assignments/due dates made prior to a student’s absence are due irrespective of the absence. 

9. Test Corrections: Test corrections will be offered at various times before and after school for one week after the test grades are posted.  The times will be posted in the classroom and it is the responsibility of the student to come in during the offered times.  Test corrections will be available for the 1st Quarter of the FALL semester only.  

10. Grading:  Unit tests and projects will constitute 60% of each grading period.  Quizzes, presentations, discussions, and other daily work will comprise 40% of each grading period.  The final examination represents 20% of the semester average.

11. Supplies:  Students are required to have a spiral with pockets with a minimum of 180 pages (5 subject spiral).  The spiral must be used only for CPUSH.  Reading notes and vocabulary must be taken in the spiral and completed in order to use them on the quizzes as well as earn bonus points.  

Additionally, each student is required to bring the following: 
1 box of Kleenex
1 package of markers


Please be advised that these items will be kept in the classroom and will be available for all CPUSH students to use.

12. Academic Integrity:  All students will be held to the highest standards of academic integrity and will follow the rules of the Academic Handbook.  


Ms. Kelly Noonan
972.867.0005, ext. 5176
kellynoonan@johnpauliihs.org
Conference Periods: 1st and 7th

U.S. History Syllabus Receipt

I have read and understood the class syllabus for Coach Hensle’s US History class.  

____________________________
Student name- printed


____________________________
Student signature


____________________________
Parent name- printed


____________________________
Parent signature



