Celebrating Advent with the Jesse Tree
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Christmas is one of the happiest times of the year.  We need to remember not to only ready our homes for Christmas, but also our hearts.  By studying and hearing stories about how God prepared the hearts of his people for the birth of his son, we might be encouraged to draw close to God ourselves.  We will do this by studying the Jesse Tree, which is the name given to the promises that God made throughout the Old Testament concerning the birth of His only Son.  Just like our Christmas trees, the Jesse Tree has beautiful decorations, illustrating the promises God made to His people.  The tree is named after Jesse, the father of David, the great king of Israel, because some of the most important promises were made to Jesse and his son David.  They were promised that God’s only Son would be born in their family.  
Project:  Each student will prepare a short oral presentation that includes the following:

· Three paragraphs about his or her Jesse Tree member and the meaning of the member’s symbol(s).  
· First paragraph: Share a summary of what you read about in the Bible (or discovered about your Jesse Tree member through research or knew from prior knowledge) and explain the event/theme of your person or what promise was made.
· Second Paragraph: Explain the significance of your ornament and describe it in detail.
· Third Paragraph: Explain how you are preparing your heart, mind and home for the coming of Jesus. (For example: the advent wreath, advent prayers, nativity, advent calendar, etc.)
· An ornament that is handmade by the student.  It can be created out of any material, such as wood, foam, or cardboard, but it must have a string from which it can be hung.  
· A two to three sentence Advent prayer.  Your prayer can be about how you are preparing your heart for the coming of the baby Jesus or about your Jesse Tree member.  This should be handwritten on an index card (see me if you need one). 
Presentations begin Monday, November 30th.  Make sure you have all of the parts with you in class that day.  Review the rubric on the last page for specific grading requirements.
* See the next page for assignments by student. 

	Presenter
	Jesse Tree Member
	Events/Themes
	Scripture (for reference)
	Symbol Ideas for Ornament

	Mrs. Mundorf
	
	
	1 Sam 16:1-13

Isa 11:1-10
	The Tree

	Gina
	God
	Creation
	Gen 1:1-2:4
	Moon, earth, sun

	Panashe
	Adam and Eve
	The First Sin
	Gen 2:4-3:24
	Tree with fruit, snake, apple

	Quentin
	Noah
	The Flood
	Gen 6:11-9:17
	Rainbow, ark, dove, olive branch

	Laura
	Abraham
	The Promise
	Gen 12:1-7, 15:1-6
	Stars, torch, sword, fire

	Sarah
	Sarah
	The Promise
	Gen 18:1-15,21:1-7
	Crown, stars

	Jaclyn
	Isaac
	Offering of Isaac
	Gen 22:1-19
	Ram, bundle of twigs, knife

	Grace H.
	Jacob
	Assurance of the Promise
	Gen 27:28-41:22
	Ladder, tree with 12 branches

	Joey
	Joseph

	God’s Providence
	Gen 37, 39:1-50:21
	Coat of many colors, chains of slavery, silver coins

	Christina 
	Moses
	God’s Leadership
	Exod 2:1-4:20, 14:13-20, 24:12-19
	Burning Bush, Ten Commandments

	Molly S. 
	Israelites
	Passover and Exodus
	Exod 12:1-14: 31
	Lamb

	Patrick
	Gideon
	Unlikely Heroes
	Judg 2:6-23, 6:1-6; 11-8: 28
	Clay water pitcher

	Molly A. 
	Ruth
	The Faithfulness of God
	Ruth 1:1-18
	Sheaf of wheat, book

	Amanda
	Samuel
	The Beginning of the Kingdom
	1 Sam 3:1-21, 7:1-8:22, 9:15-10:9
	Jug of oil, loaf of bread, scroll

	Cara
	Jesse
	The Prophecy
	Isa 11:1-10
	Shepherd Staff

	Emma
	David
	A shepherd for the people
	1 Sam 16:1-23, 17:58, 2 Sam 5:1-5, 7:1-17
	Shepherd’s Crook, Harp

	Kevin
	Solomon
	A King for the people
	II Chron 1:8-15
	Crown, temple, two babies and sword

	Alexander
	Jonah
	A prophet for the people
	Jonah 1-4
	Whale, scroll

	Kaleb
	Isaiah
	The Call to Holiness
	Isa 1:10-20, 6:1-13, 8:11-9:7
	Fire Tongs with burning coals, angel

	Gage
	John the Baptist
	Repentance
	Luke 1:57-80, 3:1-20, 7:18-30
	Scallop shell, sack cloth

	Michael
	Micah
	Promised a King from Bethlehem
	Micah 5:1-3
	Small town

	Maeve
	Joseph
	Son of David
	Matt 1:18-25
	Hammer, saw, chisel, angle

	Grace K. 
	Mary
	The Hope for a Future
	Luke 1:26-38
	White Lily, heart

	Maggie
	Magi
	Worship
	Matt 2:1-12
	Star or candle

	Adrienne
	Jesus
	Birth of the Messiah
	Luke 2:1-21
	Manger, Star of David

	Amelia
	Jesus is Wisdom
	Wisdom
	Sirach 24:2, Wisdom 8:1
	Oil lamp, open book

	Connor
	Jesus is the King of the Gentiles
	King of the Gentiles
	Psalm 2:7-8; Ephesians 2:14-20
	Crown, scepter

	Valerie
	Jesus is Emmanuel
	Emmanuel
	Isa 7:14; 33:22
	Tablets of stone, chalice and host

	Kassidy
	Jesus is the Light of the World
	Light of the World
	John 1:1-14
	Candle, flame, sun


Oral Presentation Rubric:
	
	3
	2
	1

	Eye contact
	Good eye contact
	Some eye contact
	Little or no eye contact

	Vocal Expression
	Uses appropriate expression 
	Student uses some appropriate expression
	Student uses little or no expression

	Voice level
	Presentation could easily be heard
	Some parts of the presentation were difficult to hear
	The student had to be prompted to speak louder.

	Preparation
	Student has all materials needed and has practiced the oral presentation 
	Student had materials, but did not practice oral presentation
	Student was missing materials and/or did not practice oral presentation.

	Parts of your report: beginning, middle, and conclusion
	The oral presentation had a beginning, middle and conclusion
	The oral presentation was missing a part (beginning, middle, or conclusion)
	The oral presentation was missing more than one part.

	Jesse Tree Member
	Presentation clearly identifies and describes the Jesse Tree member
	Presentation somewhat describes the Jesse Tree member
	Presentation does not describe the Jesse Tree member

	Symbol
	Student clearly explains the member’s symbol(s).
	Student somewhat explains the member’s symbol(s).
	Student does not explain the member’s symbol(s).

	Ornament
	The ornament is handmade and is relevant to Jesse Tree member
	The ornament is handmade and there is some connection to the Jesse Tree member
	The ornament is not handmade and/or there is no relevance to the Jesse Tree member

	Prayer
	Prayer is thoughtful and well written
	Some planning went into the prayer, but could be more thoughtful/well written
	Little or no planning/thought went into the prayer

	Overall
	Presentation was well written and student was thoroughly prepared 
	Presentation was somewhat well written, student was prepared
	Presentation was not well written and/or student was not prepared.
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Points out of 30: ________


Grade: _________

