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 English AP 
Summer Assignment 2008 

This summer reading assignment will provide students with the opportunity to train themselves to become better readers and hopefully develop a life long appreciation for reading.  It also prepares students for the high reading expectation in AP English and is intended to prepare students to succeed on the AP Language and Composition test.    

Please read all the requirements and other specifics and ask questions for clarification. If there are any questions or needs for clarification, please contact Ms. Lynch (lynch.kay@gmail.com). 

Requirements:

1. Students will be expected to read at a pace of about 70 pages a week over summer break.  You will have 400 total pages due at the beginning of the 2008 school year.  
2. Summer reading must be in book form, not magazines, newspapers, brochures, etc.  Students are free to choose texts from the “AP Summer Reading” list (attached).   If there is any question as to whether or not a book is acceptable, the student should check with Ms. Lynch before reading the book (lynch.kay@gmail.com).  

3. There are 2 graded assignments covering the 400 page reading:  
· The first is an oral book report or “book talk” covering 400 pages.  It does not matter how many books you read, as long as they total 400 pages. 
· The second is a “Three Levels of Reading” book poster covering one of your summer reading books (see attached directions/rubric).
4. Students will have several opportunities to do “book talks” in class during the first 2 weeks of school.  Students must have their books in their possession when they discuss them with Ms. Lynch for a “book talk”.  The last day to do “book talks” for this assignment will be the second Friday of the school year (expected to be_________).
5. The “Three Levels of Reading” book poster will be due the third day of the school year (expected to_______).
Other specifics:

A. You cannot choose texts that you read for a previous English class or have already “book-talked on” in a previous English class.
B. Outside reading for another class (history, science, etc.) is acceptable for the “book talk” as long as it still meets Requirement # 2.
C. You must read a minimum of 30 pages from any book that you plan to use for your 400 pages of “book talks”.  Because it is a requirement of pages vs. books, you may stop reading a book after 30 pages if you realize you will be unable to understand or remember specific details.  You will only get credit for pages that you fully understand and remember during your “book talk.”  
D. A student’s 400 page “summer book talk” will count as a MAJOR GRADE first quarter and will be determined by figuring the percentage of required book talk pages successfully completed by the second Friday of the 2008/2009 school year:
400 pages = 100%

360 pages = 90%

320 pages = 80%

280 pages = 70%

ETC.

E. A student’s “Three Levels of Reading” poster will count as their first HOMEWORK GRADE and will be determined using the included rubric.
AP Summer Reading List 2008*


*listed by author with his/her book titles underneath 

BIOGRAPHY/HISTORY WRITERS

Walter Jackson Bate:

Samuel Johnson

John Keats

Thomas Carlyle:

Sartor Resartus

Past and Present 

Winston Churchill:

The Story of the Malakand FieldForce: An Episode of Frontier War
The River War: An Account of the 
Reconquest of the Sudan

CRITICS

George Bernard Shaw:

Pygmalion

Back to Methuselah

Oscar Wilde:

Lady Windermere's Fan

The Importance of Being Earnest
ESSAY/FICTION WRITERS

Margaret Atwood:

Oryx and Crake

The Handmaid's Tale

Zora Neale Hurston:

Their Eyes Were Watching God

Seraph on the Suwanee

Tillie Olsen:

Yonnondio: From the Thirties

Silences
John Updike:

The Centaur

Rabbit, Run

JOURNALISTS

Tom Wolfe:

The Bonfire of the Vanities

I Am Charlotte Simmons

POLITICAL WRITERS

Simone de Beauvoir:

The Second Sex 

She Came to Stay

W.E.B. DuBois

The Souls of Black Folk

Black Reconstruction in America
Thomas Paine:

The Age of Reason

Jonathon Swift:

Gulliver's Travels

SCIENCE/NATURE WRITERS

Carl Sagan

Contact

The Demon-Haunted World: Science As a Candle in the Dark

Lewis Thomas:

The Lives of a Cell: Notes of a Biology Watcher

The Medusa and the Snail: More Notes of a Biology Watcher

