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~ using the “6 traits” of writing
The first draft reveals the art, revision reveals the artist” ~Michael Lee

Independent writing is a practice that will provide students with the opportunity to train themselves to become more skilled writers and hopefully further develop their own successful approach to writing.  

This independent writing program is designed for each student to independently be working on their own writing process, with a strong focus on revision.  These revisions will be centered on the “6 traits” of writing.  
Through a weekly “300 words” homework assignment, students will be expected to practice and build the skills needed to demonstrate strength in all “6 traits” of writing.

The “6 traits” of writing are:
· IDEAS

· ORGANIZATION

· WORD CHOICE

· SENTENCE FLUENCY

· CONVENTIONS

· VOICE

We will discuss in class how these “6 traits” are used for criterion on all types of writing rubrics, from the TAKS essay to the SAT essay or even AP essays. We will also review a rubric covering all “6 traits” (see next page) and a rubric for each individual trait (see “Writer’s Handbook”).

Students will be expected to already be using the following basic writing skills:
· Capitalization
· Punctuation
· Multiple Paragraphs
· Descriptions beyond “really” or “good”
· An evident overall theme or generalized central idea—however concrete or abstract—that ties the writing together (the writing is talking about “something” vs. listing “everything” or saying “nothing”)
I will only accept “300 words” that have the above basic writing skills.  The “300 words” homework assignment is NOT a “free write.”  (We will do “free writes”—but not for this particular assignment. ()
That said—the “300 words” homework is a work in progress.  Just like with a painting or sculpture or published author’s first draft—there are almost always room for improvements—even in works of genius.  The goal is to polish and hone your writing strengths (EVERYONE has them () and develop and improve on those areas where you  are lacking (even I have those ().  
"Writing is rewriting. A writer must learn to deepen characters, trim writing, intensify scenes. To fall in love with the first draft to the point where one cannot change it is to greatly enhance the prospects of never publishing."  ~Richard North Patterson
“300 words” Homework Assignment Details
Please read all information below and ask questions for clarification:
1. On most Fridays, 300 words (minimum) of original writing will be due (in addition other assignments).
2. You will most often choose any self-selected topic to write about (and from various genres—fiction or nonfiction, fantasy, mystery, comedy, tragedy, crime, romance, memoir, history, technical, journalism etc. ) but occasionally I may assign a topic related to our class work.
3. Your “300 words” may be handwritten or typed—but it must be very legible and very neat.  This means if you don’t have very neat and legible handwriting—please type.  You should take into consideration that you are going to revise—would you rather make changes on a word document or rewrite the whole thing with changes by hand?
4. Each piece will be graded and returned with a “6 traits” rubric strip that has scored your strength with each trait.
5. You will most likely NOT be writing a new piece every week—if you have scored below a 3/4  on one or more traits—there will be one starred [*] trait that you need to focus your revisions on.
6. When you have a starred [*] trait to revise—you will revise and rewrite that piece and turn in BOTH the original piece WITH original rubric AND the new revised piece.
7. A revised piece should have evident changes (or revisions) that reflect your effort to improve on the starred [*] trait.  For example, if you have “conventions=spelling” as your starred [*] trait, there should be many spelling changes evident.
8. This new revised and rewritten piece will have the starred [*] trait rescored when I grade it.
9. Once you have revised your piece so that each trait is rescored at a 3/4 –you will be free to begin a new piece (to begin again at #4).
10. This means you must KEEP all returned “300 words” homework assignment WITH their scored rubrics.
11. I will keep track of which revision you should be turning in—but I cannot score that revision without the original piece and original rubric.
"Books aren't written- they're rewritten.  
Including your own.  
It is one of the hardest things to accept, especially after the seventh rewrite hasn't quite done it."  
~Michael Crichton
