AP ENGLISH ~ LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION
~COURSE SYLLABUS~
Mrs. Kay Hill 
"What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters 
compared to what lies within us." 

-Ralph Waldo Emerson



Course Description (from NYOS handbook):

AP English involves reading, composition, and grammar activities that foster higher level thinking processes. AP Literature and Composition emphasizes wide reading and analysis of world literature with particular attention to short stories, novels, drama, and poetry. Students write in a variety of compositional modes with an emphasis on critical and analytical essays. Texts will be widely various in type and works of literary merit that are complex. Students in AP English connect literature with their own experience and with universal themes. Layered texts will be used that contain multiple themes; invite a close second or third reading, yielding new patterns of language at each reading;  contain complex characters; and are rhetorically dense, containing rich veins of figurative language, varying syntactical patterns, appropriate and often surprising diction, shifts in tone, and irony and ambiguity. The course will focus on four areas: close reading, composition, grammar, and critical thinking. Practice in test-taking skills, especially timed writing, prepares students for the Advanced Placement Examination in Literature and Composition.

Exam Description (from College Board’s AP Literature and Composition Guide 2008):

The AP English Literature and Composition Exam is three hours long and consists of two sections. In Section I, students are given one hour to answer 55 multiple-choice questions; in Section II, they must answer three free-response questions within two hours. The multiple-choice questions test students' ability to read analytically prose and poetry from several periods. The free-response questions require students to write critical essays on literary texts.

During the first hour, students answer multiple-choice questions based on four or five passages

that they have probably not seen before. These selections are excerpts from novels or plays or complete poems representing various periods of English and American literature from the sixteenth to the twenty-first century. The questions require students to take into consideration such elements as diction, tone, irony, point of view, characterization, use of figurative language, and genre. 

The second part of the exam, the free-response section, comprises three essay questions. The first two present students with texts for analysis; one question requires analysis of a poem (or pair of poems); the other, analysis of a prose passage from a novel or play. The questions ask them to show how the authors use language (including the literary elements mentioned above) to produce meaning. These analytical questions usually direct students to concentrate on an aspect of the text that is particularly significant, for example, the importance of a particular image in a poem or the relationships among characters who appear in a prose passage. 

The third essay question, known as the “open question,” asks students to discuss a generalization about an aspect of literature (for example, a theme, a structural element, or a type of character) by analyzing a novel or play they have studied in class or read on their own. A list of some 20 or 30 works follows the question prompt, but students are free to choose another appropriate work that they may know better or have read more recently. 

Theme:


*Pursuing Truth and Identity through the Ages:  Facing Conflicts and Establishing Values

Guiding Questions:

*How can truth, identity, and values be defined?  What is their relationship to one another?


*How have the notions of truth, identity, and values changed through the ages?

*What relationship has truth, identity, and values had with society through the ages?

*How can these notions create conflict; how do they respond to conflict?


Quarter Overviews:

	
	1st quarter
	2nd quarter
	3rd quarter
	4th quarter

	Theme(s)
	Poetry and Prose in Old and Middle English
	Drama in the Renaissance
	Self Realization through the Romantic and Modern Ages 
	Satirical Commentary Then and Now

	Reading
	Poetry and Prose Selections from AP textbook
 “Sir Gawain and the Green Knight”

Monty Python & the Holy Grail 

Beowulf

The Canterbury Tales ( “Wife of Bath”)
	Poetry and Prose Selections from AP textbook
Hamlet

Othello (excerpt)


	Poetry and Prose Selections from AP textbook
Frankenstein

Edward Scissorhands

The Catcher in the Rye  OR

The Bell Jar

	Poetry and Prose Selections from AP textbook
“A Modest Proposal”

The Onion (current article titles TBD)
Brave New World



	Writing

AP Exam Prep
	College Ap. Essay

Timed PAPErs (Pract. AP Essays)
Parody Presentations
Weekly PAPEr & MC Analyzing Language in Poetry
	Analytical Essay: multi-source 

Timed PAPEr: 

Compare/

Contrast 

Writing Competition:

Scholarship Essay

Weekly PAPEr & MC Analyzing Language in Dramatic Prose
	College Ap. Essays & Resumes

Timed AP Essays: Frankenstein & Edward Scissorhands

Literary Criticism Essay on Salinger or Plath

Weekly PAPEr & MC on Poetry/Prose prompts
	Argumentative Essay

Original “Modest Proposal” Satirical Essay

Analytical Essay

Weekly PAPEr & MC on open-ended prompts


Additional Semester Focuses:

	
	Fall Semester
	Spring Semester

	Focus of Study
	Literary Movements/Periods
	Biblical Allusions

	Research
	Present Mini-Lesson
	Present Mini-Lesson

	Writing
	Original Poem in Period Style
	Original Skit of Biblical Allusion


Year-long Unit: AP Independent Reading Guiding Questions

· Which details are important to recall after reading a piece?
· How can you determine the significant message of a piece?
· How can particular quotations, key words and symbols reflect something significant about a piece?
· How does your own analysis of a piece reflect what you learned from reading it?

Assessment: Book Talks (oral book reports) on self selected “AP College Board Recommended” texts= 100 pages per week with SSR on Fridays in class 
Assessment: “One-pager” or “3 circles” poster representing analysis of self selected texts= 2 each quarter 


Year-long Unit: Independent Writing PAPErs (Practice AP Essays)
· How can you read more critically and analyze more accurately and insightfully? 

· How can you revise your writing to include more insightful analysis that is expressed more clearly and effectively?

The weekly PAPEr (Practice AP Exam) essays require students to read a variety of poetry, dramatic, and fiction passages from various time periods and covering a variety of subjects and write a well organized essay explaining analysis of the language and figurative elements.  

Assessment: PAPErs (Practice AP Essays) due every Friday= graded with AP rubrics and revised on an individual basis until earning a score of 5 or higher 

Semester-long Unit A: Literary Movements
· What distinguishes each major British literary movement?  How does each movement connect to its historical and cultural context?
· What specific elements in poetry identify its style and time period?
Assessment: Student cooperative groups prepare weekly mini-lessons on specific literary movements that include research and an original poem written in that movement’s style (accumulative literary movement knowledge is later tested in a semester exam) 
Semester-long Unit B: Biblical Allusions
· Why are certain biblical stories alluded to so often in classical and contemporary media?
· What makes biblical allusions thematically effective? 
Assessment: Student cooperative groups prepare weekly mini-lessons on specific biblical allusions that include research, and an original script performed (accumulative bib. allusion knowledge is later tested in a semester exam)  















