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Summer Assignment 2009 

This summer reading assignment will provide students with the opportunity to train themselves to become better readers and hopefully develop a life long appreciation for reading.  It also prepares students for the high reading expectation in AP English and is intended to prepare students to succeed on the AP Literature and Composition test.    

Please read all the requirements and other specifics and ask questions for clarification. If there are any questions or needs for clarification, please contact Mrs. Hill (mrskayhill@gmail.com). 

Requirements:

1. Students will be expected to read at a pace of about 70 pages a week over summer break.  You will have 400 total pages due at the beginning of the 2009 school year.  
2. Summer reading must be in book form, not magazines, newspapers, brochures, etc.  Students are free to choose texts from the “AP Summer Reading” list (attached).   If there is any question as to whether or not a book is acceptable, the student should check with Mrs. Hill before reading the book (mrskayhill@gmail.com).
3. There are 2 graded assignments covering the 400 page reading:  
· The first is an oral book report or “book talk” covering 400 pages.  It does not matter how many books you read, as long as they total 400 pages. 
· The second is a “Three Levels of Reading” book poster covering one of your summer reading books (see attached directions/rubric).
4. Students will have several opportunities to do “book talks” in class during the first 2 weeks of school.  Students must have their books in their possession when they discuss them with Mrs. Hill for a “book talk”.  The last day to do “book talks” for this assignment will be the second Friday of the school year (expected to be_________).
5. The “Three Levels of Reading” book poster will be due the third day of the school year (expected to_______).
Other specifics:

A. You cannot choose texts that you read for a previous English class or have already “book-talked on” in a previous English class.
B. Outside reading for another class (history, science, etc.) is acceptable for the “book talk” as long as it still meets Requirement # 2.
C. You must read a minimum of 30 pages from any book that you plan to use for your 400 pages of “book talks”.  Because it is a requirement of pages vs. books, you may stop reading a book after 30 pages if you realize you will be unable to understand or remember specific details.  You will only get credit for pages that you fully understand and remember during your “book talk.”  
D. A student’s 400 page “summer book talk” will count as a MAJOR GRADE first quarter and will be determined by figuring the percentage of required book talk pages successfully completed by the second Friday of the 2008/2009 school year:
400 pages = 100%

360 pages = 90%

320 pages = 80%

280 pages = 70%

ETC.

E. A student’s “Three Levels of Reading” poster will count as their first HOMEWORK GRADE and will be determined using the included rubric.
THREE LEVELS OF READING Directions

1. Use one sheet of poster-sized paper or tag board (approx. 14” x 22”).

2. Carefully place the title of the book and author’s name

3. Draw three concentric circles that fill half the poster

4. In the inner circle, the concrete level (knowledge, comprehension):

a) Write the most significant word from the last chapter you read

b) Copy a passage in which the word appears (enough to make sense with the page number in parentheses)

c) Multiple dictionary definitions of the significant word (denotation)

d) Place the word in context and explain why this word is important to the meaning of the book. (approx. 3-5 sentences)

5. In the middle circle, the abstract level (analysis, interpretation), still referring to the text, draw three images from the last chapter you read and write an explanation of the tie between each illustration and the significant word you selected.  (approx. 3-5 sentences)

6. In the outer circle, the super-abstract level (synthesis, evaluation), going beyond the text, write three thematic statements drawn from the significant word and your illustrations, tying them to the whole book.  Remember thematic statements are universals.  

7. Choose one of your thematic statements and write a 100 word explanation of the book as a whole with the thematic statement as your thesis. 

“LEVELS OF READING” RUBRIC

	  = 100
	   = 85 
	  = 65

	Clearly and effectively met each requirement and made the work neat, colorful and correct
	Adequately met each requirement but are less thorough, meticulous, vivid or correct than a    100
	Inadequately fulfill requirements because they are incomplete, incorrect, hastily or thoughtlessly done


Lit. AP Summer Reading List 
Plays:

Edward Albee ~ Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf, A Delicate Balance

Samuel Beckett  ~ Endgame
Lillian Hellman ~ The Children’s Hour

Eugene O’Neill ~ The Iceman Cometh, Long Day’s Journey into Night

Harold Pinter ~ The Dumb Waiter, The Homecoming
Tom Stoppard ~ Rosencrantz & Guildenstern Are Dead
Luis Valdez ~ Zoot Suit

Oscar Wilde ~ The Importance of Being Earnest

Tennessee Williams ~ The Night of the Iguana, A Streetcar Named Desire

Novels:

Chinua Achebe ~ Things Fall Apart

Margaret Atwood ~ The Handmaid’s Tale, Cat’s Eye

Jane Austen ~ any of her full-length novels

James Baldwin ~ Giovanni's Room

Charlotte Brontë ~ Jane Eyre

Emily Brontë ~ Wuthering Heights

Sandra Cisneros ~ The House on Mango Street

Kate Chopin ~ The Awakening 

Joseph Conrad ~ Heart of Darkness

Stephen Crane ~ The Red Badge of Courage

Anita Desai ~ Clear Light of Day

Charles Dickens ~ Tale of Two Cities, Great Expectations

Ralph Ellison ~ Invisible Man

E. M. Forster ~ Where Angels Fear to Tread

Thomas Hardy ~ Tess of the d'Urbervilles, Jude the Obscure
Nathaniel Hawthorne ~ The Scarlet Letter, The House of the Seven Gables

Ernest Hemingway ~ The Sun Also Rises, For Whom the Bell Tolls

Zora Neale Hurston ~ Their Eyes Were Watching God

Henry James ~ The Portrait of a Lady

James Joyce ~ A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man

Maxine Hong Kingston~The Woman Warrior: Memoirs of a Girlhood Among Ghosts

Joy Kogawa ~ The Splintered Moon

Margaret Laurence ~ The Stone Angel

D. H. Lawrence ~ Sons and Lovers, Lady Chatterley's Lover

Bernard Malamud ~ The Fixer, The Natural

Gabriel García Márquez ~ Love in the Time of Cholera

Carson McCullers ~ The Heart Is a Lonely Hunter
Toni Morrison ~ any of her full-length novels except Beloved
Vladimir Nabokov ~ Lolita
George Orwell ~ 1984, Burmese Days
Katherine Anne Porter ~ Ship of Fools
Jonathan Swift ~ Gulliver's Travels
Henry David Thoreau ~ Walden
Leo Tolstoy ~ War and Peace
John Updike ~ Rabbit, Run, The Centaur
Alice Walker ~ The Color Purple
