AP ENGLISH ~ LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION
~COURSE SYLLABUS~
Mrs. Kay Hill 
"What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters 
compared to what lies within us." 

-Ralph Waldo Emerson



Course Description (from NYOS handbook):

AP English involves reading, composition, and grammar activities that foster higher level thinking processes.  AP Language and Composition emphasizes wide reading and analysis of American writers with particular attention to rhetoric and argument. Students write in a variety of compositional modes with an emphasis on analytical and argumentative essays. Texts will be widely various in type and “works of literary merit” that are complex.  Students in AP English connect literature with their own experience and with universal themes.  Layered texts will be used that contain multiple themes; invite a close second or third reading, yielding new patterns of language at each reading; contain complex characters; and are rhetorically dense, containing rich veins of figurative language, varying syntactical patterns, appropriate and often surprising diction, shifts in tone, and irony and ambiguity.  The course will focus on four areas:  close reading, composition, grammar, and critical thinking.  Practice in test-taking skills, especially timed writing, prepares students for the Advanced Placement Examination in Language and Composition.  

Exam Description (from College Board’s AP Language and Composition Guide 2008):

Yearly, the AP English Language Development Committee prepares a three-hour exam that gives students the opportunity to demonstrate their mastery of analyzing prose written in a variety of rhetorical contexts, and in skillfully composing writings for a variety of purposes. 

The AP English Language and Composition Exam employs multiple-choice questions to test the students’ skills in analyzing the rhetoric of prose passages. Students are also asked to write several essays that demonstrate the skills they have learned in the course. Although the skills tested in the exam remain essentially the same, there may be some variation in format of the essay questions from year to year. 

The essay section is scored by college and AP English teachers using standardized procedures.  Ordinarily, the exam consists of 60 minutes for multiple-choice questions, a 15-minute reading period to read the sources for the synthesis essay and plan a response, and 120 minutes for essay questions. Performance on the essay section of the exam counts for 55 percent of the total grade; performance on the multiple-choice section, 45 percent. 
The multiple-choice questions are designed to test student ability in analyzing prose passages. These passages are drawn from a variety of sources, rhetorical modes, historical or literary periods, and disciplines. Questions will address the passages' style, content, and rhetoric. 

The essays test writing ability in a variety of modes and for a variety of purposes. These timed essays measure expository and analytical writing skills.  In general, students may expect three different essays giving them an opportunity to demonstrate the following: 

· Analyze how an author's rhetoric and style create meaning

· Analyze an author's key point(s) in a given passage and create an argument essay that discusses the validity of the author's message

· Synthesize an argument based on multiple given passages

Theme:


* The American Dream:  Idealism and Conflict
Guiding Questions:

*How can dreams, idealism, and conflict be defined?  What is their relationship to one another?

*How can dreams be influenced by or create idealism and conflict?

*How can we define and respond to the American Dream?  Why?

*How can we analyze various responses to the American Dream, its idealism and conflicts, and what does it say about our society?

*How have our conclusions about the American Dream and idealism affected society and what could/would/should we do about it?


Quarter Overviews:

	
	1st quarter
	2nd quarter
	3rd quarter
	4th quarter

	Theme(s)
	Rhetoric of America
	American Relationships and Society
	The American Dream
	Beauty and the Beast: America’s Heritage

	Reading
	Prose Selections:  50 Essays ~ A Portable Anthology
An Inconvenient Truth 

	Prose Selections:  50 Essays ~ A Portable Anthology
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
The Crucible 
Good Night and Good Luck

	Prose Selections:  50 Essays ~ A Portable Anthology
The Great Gatsby 

Death of A Salesman 

	Prose Selections:  50 Essays ~ A Portable Anthology
Bless Me Ultima


Beloved



	Writing

AP Exam Prep
	College Ap. Essay

Timed PAPErs (Pract. AP Essays)
Expository Essay:  Film as Rhetoric 
Weekly MC & PAPErs  Analyzing Rhetoric
	Timed AP Essays: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn &
The Crucible

Comparative Lit. Essay: Miller/Twain
Weekly MC Analyzing Rhetoric & Argument PAPErs
	College Ap. Essays & Resumes

Timed AP Essays: The Great Gatsby 

& Death of A Salesman 

Multi-media Synthesis Research Project: “the American Dream”


Weekly MC Analyzing Rhetoric & Synthesis PAPErs
	Mini-essay with MLA documentation 
Comparative Lit. Essay: Anaya/Morrison
AP Essay Bootcamp:

Student-created prompts/essay scoring
Weekly MC & PAPErs  


Additional Semester Focuses:

	
	Fall Semester
	Spring Semester

	Focus of Study
	American Authors
	Rhetorical Tech’s & Terms

	Research
	Present Mini-Lesson
	Present Mini-Lesson

	Writing
	Original Poem/Story in style 
	Original mini-Debate with tech’s


Year-long Unit: AP Independent Reading Guiding Questions

· Which details are important to recall after reading a piece?

· How can you determine the significant message of a piece?

· How can particular quotations, key words and symbols reflect something significant about a piece?

· How does your own analysis of a piece reflect what you learned from reading it?

Assessment: Book Talks (oral book reports) on self selected “AP College Board Recommended” texts= 100 pages per week with SSR on Fridays in class 

Assessment: “One-pager” or “3 circles” poster representing analysis of self selected texts= 2 each quarter 


Year-long Unit: Independent Writing PAPErs (Practice AP Essays)

· How can you read more critically and analyze more accurately and insightfully? 

· How can you revise your writing to include more insightful analysis that is expressed more clearly and effectively?

The weekly PAPEr (Practice AP Exam) essays require students to read a variety of prose and rhetorical passages from various time periods.  Students are then challenged to write well organized essays explaining analysis of the rhetoric, presenting sound arguments, or synthesizing documents to create a solid viewpoint. 
Assessment: PAPErs (Practice AP Essays) due every Friday= graded with AP rubrics and revised on an individual basis until earning a score of 5 or higher 

Semester-long Unit A: American Authors
· What distinguishes each major American author?  How does each author connect to its historical and cultural context?
· What specific elements identify the author’s unique style and time period?
Assessment: Student cooperative groups prepare weekly mini-lessons on specific American authors that include research and an original piece written in that author’s style (accumulative American authors knowledge is later tested in a semester exam) 

Semester-long Unit B: Rhetorical Tech’s & Terms
· How are different rhetorical techniques applied to various arguments?
· When/Why are certain rhetorical techniques effective?
Assessment: Student cooperative groups prepare weekly mini-lessons on specific rhetorical techniques that include research, and an original mini-debate performed (accumulative tech’s and terms knowledge is later tested in a semester exam)  
















