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This AP independent writing program is designed for each student to independently be working on their own writing process, with a strong focus on analyzing rhetoric, persuasive writing, and synthesis.  
Through a weekly “PAPEr (Practice AP Exam) Essay” homework assignment, students will be expected to practice and build the personal writing skills needed to demonstrate the ability to score a 6/7 or higher on each AP Lang. essay prompt.  To achieve this goal, we will not only focus on answering AP essay prompts through writing essays, but revising all essays/answers until they meet the standards of a 6/7.  
When scoring the AP exam, College Board creates a rubric specific to each new essay test question.  As we practice and revise essays on prompts from texts like “50 Essays” and AP College Board released essay questions, we will use the “AP Lang. and Comp. Essay Rubric” as our guide (see next page).  We will also look at models of released AP exam essay scores, and practice our analysis, persuasion, and synthesis as a class, in groups and individually.
Students will be expected to already be using/including the following in their essay writing:
· Capitalization
· Punctuation
· Multiple Paragraphs
· Thesis Statement
I will only accept “PAPEr Essay” homework that has the above present.  If not, you will get your homework returned as a 0.  You should not be turning in a “rough draft” of your response, but rather evidence of your best understanding and ability.  
That said—these “PAPEr Essay” homework assignments are works in progress.  Just like with a painting or sculpture or published author’s first draft—there are almost always room for improvements—even in works of genius.  The goal is to polish and hone your writing strengths (EVERYONE has them () and develop and improve on those areas where you  are lacking (even I have those ().  
--8--
Rhetoric is the art of ruling the minds of men. 
Plato
--8--
The first draft reveals the art, revision reveals the artist
Michael Lee

“PAPEr (Practice AP Exam) Essay” Homework Assignment Details
Please read all information below and ask questions for clarification:

1. Most weeks, you will be assigned a practice AP essay prompt and be expected to write a minimum 300 word response that is evidence of your best understanding and ability.  This “Practice AP Essay” will be due most Fridays.  
2. Your essay response may be handwritten or typed—but it must be very legible and very neat.  This means if you don’t have very neat and legible handwriting—please type.  You should take into consideration that you may need to revise—would you rather make changes on a word document or rewrite the whole thing with changes by hand?
3. Each essay will be graded and returned with an AP score of 1-9 and some brief feedback on why you earned that score.
4. You very likely will NOT be writing a new essay every week— if you have scored below a 6/7 there will be feedback on where you need to focus that essay’s revisions.
5. When you receive such feedback—you will revise and rewrite that essay and turn in BOTH the original essay WITH the original score/feedback AND the new revised essay.
6. A revised essay should have evident changes (or revisions) that reflect your effort to improve on the areas mentioned in your score/feedback.  For example, if your feedback says “need to address 3 sources”, your revision should include reference to at least 3 sources.  
7. This new revised and rewritten essay will be rescored with feedback.
8. Once you have revised your piece so that it is rescored at a 6/7 –you will be expected to begin a new essay (to begin again at #3).
9. This means you must KEEP all returned “PAPEr Essay” homework assignments WITH their scores/feedback.
10. I will keep track of which prompt/revision you should be turning in—but I cannot score revisions without the original essays with their scores/feedback.
~*~
The broad masses of a population are more amenable to the appeal of rhetoric 
than to any other force. 
Adolf Hitler
~*~

Rhetoric does not get you anywhere, because Hitler and Mussolini are just as good at rhetoric. But if you can bring these people down with comedy, they stand no chance. 
Mel Brooks

