AP/Pre-AP SSR Reading List
· All SSReading must be full-length pieces (no anthologies) either by an author on this list or a title on this list (I rarely approve others on an individual basis)
· Parents should use their discretion when choosing books 
· There are 3 separate lists here that you may choose from:  

1. authors recommended by College Board.  

2. titles listed on past AP open-ended exam questions  

3. titles appearing on Question 3 essays read by Table 125 for the 2007 AP exam   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. The following is a list of authors from College Board’s  “AP English Course Description 2010” list of “Representative Authors”

Autobiographers and Diarists

Melba Patillo Beals, James Boswell, Judith Ortiz Cofer, Jill Ker Conway, Thomas  

De Quincey, Frederick Douglass, Benjamin Franklin, Stephanie Elizondo Griest, Elva 

Trevino Hart, Harriet Jacobs (Linda Brent), Helen Keller, Maxine Hong Kingston,  

T. E. Lawrence, Frank McCourt, Samuel Pepys, Richard Rodriguez, Richard Wright, 

Malcolm X, Anzia Yezierska

Biographers and history Writers

Lerone Bennett Jr., James Boswell, Thomas Carlyle, Winston Churchill, Vine  

Deloria Jr., Leon Edel, Richard Ellmann, Niall Ferguson, Shelby Foote, John Hope 

Franklin, Antonia Fraser, Edward Gibbon, Richard Holmes, Gerda Lerner, Thomas 

Macaulay, Francis Parkman, Arnold Rampersad, Simon Schama, Arthur M. Schlesinger, 

Ronald Takaki, George Trevelyan, Barbara Tuchman, Laurel Thatcher Ulrich

Critics

Paula Gunn Allen, Gloria Anzaldua, Michael Arlen, Matthew Arnold, Sven Birkerts, 

Susan Bordo, Judith Butler, Kenneth Clark, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Arlene Croce, 

Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry Louis Gates Jr., William Hazlitt, Christopher Hitchens, 

bell hooks, Samuel Johnson, Pauline Kael, Joyce Carol Oates, Walter Pater, John 

Ruskin, Edward Said, George Santayana, George Bernard Shaw, Susan Sontag, 

Cornel West, Oscar Wilde, Edmund Wilson

Essayists and Fiction Writers

Joseph Addison, James Agee, Margaret Atwood, Francis Bacon, James Baldwin,  

G. K. Chesterton, Joan Didion, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Paul Fussell, Mavis Gallant, 

Nadine Gordimer, Elizabeth Hardwick, Edward Hoagland, Zora Neale Hurston, 

Barbara Kingsolver, Jamaica Kincaid, Charles Lamb, Philip Lopate, Norman Mailer, 

Nancy Mairs, Mary McCarthy, N. Scott Momaday, Michel de Montaigne, V. S. 

Naipaul, Geoffrey Nunberg, Tillie Olsen, George Orwell, Cynthia Ozick, Francine 

Prose, Ishmael Reed, Adrienne Rich, Mordecai Richler, Sharman Apt Russell, Scott 

Russell Sanders, David Sedaris, Richard Selzer, Leslie Marmon Silko, Richard Steele, 

Shelby Steele, Henry David Thoreau, John Updike, Alice Walker, Eudora Welty, E. B. 

White, Terry Tempest Williams, Virginia Woolf

Journalists

Roger Angell, Dave Barry, David Brooks, Maureen Dowd, Elizabeth Drew, Nora 

Ephron, M. F. K. Fisher, Frances Fitzgerald, Janet Flanner (Genêt), Thomas L. 

Friedman, Ellen Goodman, David Halberstam, John Hersey, Paul Krugman, Alex 

Kuczynski, Andy Logan, John McPhee, H. L. Mencken, Jessica Mitford, Jan Morris, 

Donald M. Murray, Susan Orlean, Rick Reilly, David Remnick, Red Smith, Lincoln 

Steffens, Paul Theroux, Calvin Trillin, Cynthia Tucker, Tom Wolfe

Political Writers

Hannah Arendt, Simone de Beauvoir, William F. Buckley, Jean de Crèvecoeur,  

W. E. B. Du Bois, Margaret Fuller, John Kenneth Galbraith, Charlotte Perkins 

Gilman, Chris Hedges, Thomas Hobbes, Thomas Jefferson, George Kennan, Martin 

Luther King Jr., Naomi Klein, Lewis H. Lapham, John Locke, Niccolò Machiavelli, 

John Stuart Mill, John Milton, Thomas More, Thomas Paine, Olive Schreiner, 

Jonathan Swift, Alexis de Tocqueville, Gore Vidal, George Will, Garry Wills,  

Mary Wollstonecraft

Science and Nature Writers

Edward Abbey, Diane Ackerman, Natalie Angier, Wendell Berry, Jacob Bronowski, 

Rachel Carson, Charles Darwin, Richard Dawkins, Daniel Dennett, Jared Diamond, 

Annie Dillard, Gretel Ehrlich, Loren Eiseley, Timothy Ferris, Tim Flannery, Richard

Fortey, Atul Gawande, Stephen Jay Gould, Evelyn Fox Keller, Aldo Leopold, Barry 

Lopez, Peter Matthiessen, Bill McKibben, Margaret Mead, John Muir, Steven Pinke

David Quammen, Carl Sagan, Lewis Thomas, Jonathan Weiner, E. O. Wilson

Poetry

W. H. Auden; Elizabeth Bishop; William Blake; Anne Bradstreet; Edward Kamau 

Brathwaite; Gwendolyn Brooks; Robert Browning; George Gordon, Lord Byron; 

Lorna Dee Cervantes; Geoffrey Chaucer; Lucille Clifton; Samuel Taylor Coleridge; 

Billy Collins; H. D. (Hilda Doolittle); Emily Dickinson; John Donne; Rita Dove; Paul 

Laurence Dunbar; T. S. Eliot; Robert Frost; Joy Harjo; Seamus Heaney; George 

Herbert; Garrett Hongo; Gerard Manley Hopkins; Langston Hughes; Ben Jonson; 

John Keats; Philip Larkin; Robert Lowell; Andrew Marvell; John Milton; Marianne 

Moore; Sylvia Plath; Edgar Allan Poe; Alexander Pope; Adrienne Rich; Anne Sexton; 

William Shakespeare; Percy Bysshe Shelley; Leslie Marmon Silko; Cathy Song; 

Wallace Stevens; Alfred, Lord Tennyson; Derek Walcott; Walt Whitman; Richard 

Wilbur; William Carlos Williams; William Wordsworth; William Butler Yeats

Drama

Aeschylus; Edward Albee; Amiri Baraka; Samuel Beckett; Anton Chekhov; Caryl 

Churchill; William Congreve; Athol Fugard; Lorraine Hansberry; Lillian Hellman; 

David Henry Hwang; Henrik Ibsen; Ben Jonson; David Mamet; Arthur Miller; 

Molière; Marsha Norman; Sean O’Casey; Eugene O’Neill; Suzan-Lori Parks; Harold 

Pinter; Luigi Pirandello; William Shakespeare; George Bernard Shaw; Sam Shepard;  

Sophocles; Tom Stoppard; Luis Valdez; Oscar Wilde; Tennessee Williams; August 

Wilson

Fiction (Novel and Short Story)

Chinua Achebe; Sherman Alexie; Isabel Allende; Rudolfo Anaya; Margaret Atwood; 

Jane Austen; James Baldwin; Saul Bellow; Charlotte Brontë; Emily Brontë; Raymond 

Carver; Willa Cather; Sandra Cisneros; John Cheever; Kate Chopin; Joseph Conrad; 

Edwidge Danticat; Daniel Defoe; Anita Desai; Charles Dickens; Fyodor Dostoevsky; 

George Eliot; Ralph Ellison; Louise Erdrich; William Faulkner; Henry Fielding;  

F. Scott Fitzgerald; E. M. Forster; Thomas Hardy; Nathaniel Hawthorne; Ernest 

Hemingway; Zora Neale Hurston; Kazuo Ishiguro; Henry James; Ha Jin; Edward P. 

Jones; James Joyce; Maxine Hong Kingston; Joy Kogawa; Jhumpa Lahiri; Margaret 

Laurence; D. H. Lawrence; Chang-rae Lee; Bernard Malamud; Gabriel García 

Márquez; Cormac McCarthy; Ian McEwan; Herman Melville; Toni Morrison; Bharati 

Mukherjee; Vladimir Nabokov; Flannery O’Connor; Orhan Pamuk; Katherine Anne 

Porter; Marilynne Robinson; Jonathan Swift; Mark Twain; John Updike; Alice Walker; 

Evelyn Waugh; Eudora Welty; Edith Wharton; John Edgar Wideman; Virginia Woolf; 

Richard Wright

Expository Prose

Joseph Addison; Gloria Anzaldúa; Matthew Arnold; James Baldwin; James Boswell; 

Jesús Colón; Joan Didion; Frederick Douglass; W. E. B. Du Bois; Ralph Waldo 

Emerson; William Hazlitt; bell hooks; Samuel Johnson; Charles Lamb; Thomas 

Macaulay; Mary McCarthy; John Stuart Mill; George Orwell; Michael Pollan; 

Richard Rodriguez; Edward Said; Lewis Thomas; Henry David Thoreau; E. B. White; 

Virginia Woolf

Barbara Tuchman; Virginia Woolf
2. Titles listed on AP Lit. exams since 1971

Absalom, Absalom

Adam Bede

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

The Age of Innocence

Agnes of God

Alias Grace

All My Sons

All the King’s Men

All the Pretty Horses

The American

An American Tragedy

Anna Karenina

Another Country

Antony and Cleopatra

Antigone

The Apprenticeship of Duddy Kravitz

Armies of the Night

As I Lay Dying

As You Like It

Atonement

The Autobiography of An Ex-Colored Man

The Awakening

The Bear

Beloved

A Bend in the River

Benito Cereno

Billy Budd

The Birthday Party

Black Boy

Bleak House

Bless Me, Ultima

The Blind Assassin
The Bluest Eye

The Bonesetter’s Daughter

Brave New World

Brighton Rock

The Brothers Karamazov

Candide

The Caretaker

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof

Catch-22
The Catcher in the Rye

Cat’s Eye

The Centaur

Ceremony

The Cherry Orchard

The Color Purple

Coming Through Slaughter

Crime and Punishment

The Crisis

The Crucible

Cry, the Beloved Country

Daisy Miller

Dancing at Lughnasa

David Copperfield

The Dead

Death of Salesmen

The Death of Ivan Ilyich

Delta Wedding

Desire Under the Elms

Dinner at Homesick Restaurant

The Diviners

The Dollmaker

A Doll’s House

Don Quixote

Dr.Faustus

Dreaming in Cuban

Dutchman

East of Eden

Emma

An Enemy of the People

Equus

Ethan Frome

The Fall

A Farewell to Arms

The Father

Fathers and Sons

Faust

The Federalist
Fences

Fifth Business

A Fine Balance

The Fixer

For Whom the Bell Tolls

Frankenstein

A Gathering of Old Men

A Gesture Life

Ghosts

The Glass Menagerie

Going After Cacciato

The Good Soldier

Go Tell It on the Mountain

The Grapes of Wrath

Great Expectations

The Great Gatsby

Gulliver’s Travels

Hairy Ape

Hamlet

The Handmaid’s Tale

Hard Times

Heart of Darkness

The Heart of the Matter

Hedda Gabler

Henry IV, Parts 1 and 2

Henry V

The Homecoming

House Made of Dawn

The House of the Seven Gables

The Iliad

The Importance of Being Earnest

In the Lake of the Woods

In the Time of Butterflies

Invisible Man

Jane Eyre

Jasmine

Joe Turner’s Come and Gone

Joseph Andrews

The Joy Luck Club

Jude the Obscure
Julius Caesar

The Jungle

King Lear

The Kite Runner

A Lesson Before Dying

Letters from an American Farmer

Light in August

The Little Foxes

Ling Day’s Journey Into Night

Lord Jim

Lord of the Flies

Love Medicine

The Love song of J. Alfred Prufrock

The Loved One

Lysistrata

Macbeth

Madame Bovary

Main Street

Major Barbara

Man and Superman

Mansfield Park

Master Harold…and the Boys

Mayor of Casterbridge

Medea

The Member of the Wedding

The Merchant of Venice

Metamorphosis

A Midsummer Night’s Dream

The Mill on the Floss

Miss Lonelyhearts

Moby Dick

Moll Flanders

Monkey Bridge

The Moor’s Last Sigh

Mother Courage and Her Children

Mrs. Dalloway

Mrs. Warren’s Profession

Much Ado About Nothing

Murder in the Cathedral

My Antonia

My Last Duchess

My Name is Asher Lev

Native Son

Native Speaker

1984

No Exit

Obasan

The Odyssey

Oedipus Rex

Of Mice and Men

Oh Pioneers!

One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest

One Hundred Years of Solitude

The Optimist’s Daughter

The Oresteia

Orlando

Othello

Our Mutual Friend

Our Town

Out of Africa

Pale Fire

Pamela

Paradise Loss

Passage to India

Pere Goriot

Persuasion

Phedre

The Piano Lesson

The Picture of Dorian Gray

The Plague

The Playboy of the Western World

Pnin

Pocho

The Portrait of the Lady

A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man

The Power and the Glory

Praisesong of the Widow

Pride and Prejudice

The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie

Push

Pygmalion

Ragtime

A Raisin in the Sun

The Rape of the Lock

Redburn

The Remains of the Day

The Return of the Native

Richard II

Richard III

Romeo and Juliet

A Room of One’s Own

A Room with a View

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead

The Sandbox

Saint Joan
The Scarlet Letter

Sent for You Yesterday

A Separate Peace
The Shipping News

Silas Marner

Sister Carrie

Slaughterhouse-Five

Snow Falling on Cedars

Song of Solomon

Sons and Lovers

The Sound and the Fury

The Stone Angel

The Stranger

The Street

A Streetcar Named Desire

Sula

The Sun Also Rises

Surfacing

A Tale of Two Cities

Tartuffe

The Tempest

Tess of the D’Urbervilles

Their Eyes Were Watching God

Things Fall Apart

The Things they Carried

A Thousand Acres

To the Lighthouse

Tom Jones

Tracks

The Trial

Trifles

Tristram

The Turn of the Screw

Twelfth Night

Typical American

Uncle Tom’s Cabin

The Vicar of Wakefield

Victory

Volpone

Waiting for Godot

The Warden

Washington Square

The Waste Land

Watch of the Rhine
The Watch that Ends the Night

The Way of the World

The Way We Live

We Were the Mulvaneys
Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?

Wide Sargasso Sea

The Wild Duck

Winter in the Blood

The Winter’s Tale

Wise Blood

The Woman Warrior

Wuthering Heights

The Zoo Story

3. Titles appearing on Lit. Question 3 essays read by Table 125 for the 2007 AP exam   
*means talk to me about specific requirements first

Accidental Tourist

Aeneid

Alchemist, The

Alice in Wonderland

All My Sons

And Then There Were None

Angela’s Ashes

Assault, The

Assistant, The

Atlas Shrugged

Bean Trees

Beowulf

Bourne Identity

Bridge of San Luis Rey

Cane River

Confederacy of Dunces

Count of Monte Cristo

Crimes of the Heart

Efuru

Ender’s Game*

English Patient

Expensive People

Fahrenheit 451

Far Pavilions

Fiela’s Child

Fountainhead

From the Corner of His Eye

God of Small Things

Gone with the Wind

Good Earth

Good Terrorist

Grendel

Guardian, The

Harry Potter*

Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius
High Fidelity

House of the Spirits

Human Stain

In Cold Blood 

Inferno

Johnny Got His Gun

Kindred

Lady Chatterly’s Lover

Les Miserables

Lesson Before Dying

Life of Pi

Light in August

Little Shop of Horrors

Lolita

Lords of Discipline

Lost Names: Scenes from a Korean Boyhood

Lovely Bones

M. Butterfly

Memoirs of a Geisha

Never let me Go

Night

Notes from the Underground

October Sky

Odyssey

Of Human Bondage

Old Man and the Sea

Once and Future King

Ordinary People

Oryx and Crake

Paradise

Power of One

Prayer for Owen Meany

Princess Bride

Red Badge of Courage

Reservation Blues

Rose for Emily

Satanic Verses

Secret Fan

Shawshank Redemption

She’s Come Undone

Siddhartha

Six Characters in Search of an Author

Snow Flower and the Secret Fan

Thief and the Dogs

To Kill A Mockingbird

Tree Grow in Brooklyn

Ulysses

Wicked

Wife of Martin Guerre

Wit (W;t)

Yellow Raft in Blue Water

