Beginnings/Openers/Grabbers/Introductory sentences
Anecdote:  A brief incident that relates to the theme of the essay/speech. 
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Startling fact or opinion: A piece of information that will get your reader's attention.
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Quotation:  Someone else's words that relate to the topic.
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Description:  A brief description of a scene, person, or object that appeals to the reader's senses.
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Rhetorical question: A meaningful, unanswerable question that gets the reader thinking about your topic.
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http://home.earthlink.net/~khatzi/essay/intro.htm
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In Lake Wobegone Days, humorist Garrison
Keillor lls of a retired dentist in a litle Minnesota
town. He sits in a fishing boat much of the the day.
‘Open wids." Dr. Nute says to the fish. "This may
sting a it bit Okay. Now bite down " Unforunately,
not al refred persons are so easily able to continue
their once interesting professions in some form, as
Dr. Nute has. In fact, refirees have a high death rate
wilhin the first six montns after retirement, apparently
becauss of borsdom, and psychologists suggest
three ways to prevent it
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Telsvision is 50 popular that over 128 million
sets are now being used in 98 percent of American
households. According fo the AC. Nielsen
Company, which takes television suneys, each
week the small screen holds the attention of children
under five for an averags of 23.5 hours and adults for
an average of 44 hours. Indeed, the typical viewer
spends more tims in front of the television set than
he or she spends on any other activity except sleep
Butfar from being the "idiot box" that tis often called,
television offers viewers many benefits. Television
canbe educational, as well as entertaining,
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“Never do yourssif what you can afford to pay
someone else 1o do” That is a motto my brother
lives by Had I lived by it too, | could have saved
myself a large expense, much griminess, and a
painful injury to my hand the last time | tried to fix a
Ieaking toilt.
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Mils upon mile of brown Pennsylvania hills
unfolded as | drove n and out of the cunes and over
the crests of Interstate 70. The world's worst forest
fife could not have caused more destruction—and all
becauss of the gypsy moth. If this pest is to be
stopped, it will only be through the strong action of
the government and private landowners
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What do smoke signals, wax tablsts, and the
telegraph all have in common? They were alltools
used for communication. Some of these tools wers
morssophisticatsd than others, but all of them
senved the same purposs. They allowed psople to
communicate with each other. Maybe in a fow
thousand years, our way of communicating will
become obsolete. But there's no denying the
importancs of the cell phone, the computer, and the
postal senvice in our society today.




