[image: vikinggood]Sophomore Summer Reading List Rules:
Each student will be required to read two books this summer.  The students will let me know the first day of school which books they read and want to be tested on.  The exam, which will be a multiple choice test (in the area of 25 reading check questions) and include 1 essay question.  It will be scheduled for both the first Friday (September 9) and second Friday (September 16) of the year.  Make-ups will occur NO LATER than Friday, September 30.

Classic Novels:
[image: http://www.google.com/url?source=imgres&ct=img&q=http://www.fromthegreenwood.com/assets/Images/Illustration/Oil%2520Painting/Fileas-Fogg.jpg&ei=UEwGTIKWE4SglAejlPmqCg&sa=X&oi=image_landing_page_redirect&ct=legacy&usg=AFQjCNFrJIVRabnj0kgBdU5p1uTlNUQ_pg]Around the World in 80 Days by Jules Verne [ATOS Reading Level = 9.6] 
Set in the 1800’s, this classic adventure story from Jules Verne takes readers to land that were then exotic like China, India, and the Middle East.  Wealthy British bachelor Phileas Fogg [right], along with his faithful servant Passepartout, must circumnavigate the world in eighty days to win a large bet at his exclusive social club.  In the days where travel around the world was extremely difficult, Fogg must overcome a plethora of obstacles, including the police and something scarier to him—love.

Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger [ATOS Reading Level = 4.7]
[image: http://www.google.com/url?source=imgres&ct=img&q=http://thethingsyousaid.files.wordpress.com/2009/10/holden-caulfield-20090222094920.jpg&ei=J00GTMrKO4KglAeY-IykCg&sa=X&oi=image_landing_page_redirect&ct=legacy&usg=AFQjCNHX9PN5WKFctQ9i4OSurlaUjFaFyQ]One of the best and most controversial books in American literature, reclusive author J.D. Salinger’s novel follows the adventures of rebellious teenager Holden Caulfield [left].  After an expulsion from his prep school, Caulfield travels to New York City in the days before Christmas.  Caulfield experiences a more adult city that he has never seen in his pursuit to prove to himself how people are just “phonies.”

The Chocolate War by Robert Cormier [ATOS Reading Level = 5.4]
How much drama could one chocolate sale at all-boys Catholic school cause?  When the Vigils get involved, everything changes in the world of Trinity freshman quarterback Jerry Renault.  Despite his toughness, Jerry is at the heart of a power struggle between a manipulative junior, Archie Costello, and a priest, Brother Leon, out to make a name for himself.  Will the results leave Jerry a better person or a bloody mess?
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Dracula by Bram Stoker [ATOS Reading Level = 6.6]
Young Jonathan Harker has to travel to the mysterious Transylvanian forest to close a business deal with a mysterious, wealthy land-owner named Dracula at his provincial castle [left].  What Harker finds there will have effects not only on his life, but his wife back in England, Mina, after a dark killer has begun to stalk the night.  Will Harker be able to reach his wife in time?  This vampire is no Edward Cullen!

White Fang by Jack London [ATOS Reading Level = 7.4]
White Fang is born a wild creature—half wolf, half dog—who must change to fit into a “civilized world.”  White Fang must adapt to each of his owners, including the gruesome Beauty Smith and the compassionate Weedon Scott.  London’s portrayal of the Yukon Territory of Alaska shows a beautiful, yet untamed wilderness which is embodied by both his human and canine characters.  White Fang’s journey from a wild birth to a [image: http://www.google.com/url?source=imgres&ct=img&q=http://image.absoluteastronomy.com/images/encyclopediaimages/c/co/cowardly_lion2.jpg&ei=BFAGTJXPIcWAlAemy7C_Cg&sa=X&oi=image_landing_page_redirect&ct=legacy&usg=AFQjCNFW61xoMheUxlWLaZqfr12FARpbQw]civilized death is an incredible journey that only the fittest will survive.

The Wonderful Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum [ATOS Reading Level = 7.0] 
The book that inspired the movie and play recounts Dorothy’s journey through mysterious Land of Oz with her friends the Scarecrow, the Tin Man, the Cowardly Lion, and Toto [left].  Many images and themes may be similar to those readers have become so fond of in the movie version, but the book details so much more of the wonder and danger that Oz has to offer us.  Why must Dorothy kill the Wicked Witch of the West, who rules over the Winkie Country?  Will the Wizard or the Good Witch of the South be of any guidance?  Can her silver shoes help her to ever see her family in Kansas ever again?  
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingslover [ATOS Reading Level = 5.6]
Taylor is an American adventurer—a young woman traveling from state to state in her beat-up ’55 Volkswagon Bug.  While savoring every ounce of freedom she has, a bruised and battered baby is literally and figuratively dropped in her lap by a Cherokee woman.  Her travels take her to Arizona, where she finds stability, thanks to two flat tires, and the sweet and sour emotions of motherhood.

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time by Mark Haddon [ATOS Reading Level = 5.4]
Christopher Boone is Autistic.  He interacts with the world in a very, very different way from everyone else in his world.  After his neighbor’s dog is killed with a pitchfork, Christopher sets out to solve the crime, even after his father warned him not to.  As Christopher begins to put together the clues behind the mystery, he learns that his own life is full of secrets that he was not even aware existed.
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For millions of Americans, the Vietnam War was hell.  Those who protested America’s involvement in a small country in Southeast Asia became lovingly known as “hippies” and “the counter-culture.”  Those who fought will never be able to forget the horrors of their youth.  Richie Perry [right], a young black kid from Harlem, New York, and the whole of his platoon are part of the latter.  Perry and his young friends must overcome death, life, fear, and a million other psychological and physical obstacles to survive their own personal hells.  Perry’s story shows the gritty, true Vietnam, sugar-coating nothing for the reader.  Will he and his friends make it home alive?

The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls [ATOS Reading Level = 5.9]
Jeannette Walls grew up in a very unconventional family.  Her mom was an artist, while her father was brilliant, yet alcoholic man.  Because of their eccentricities, Walls’ parents provided very little structure and love to their children.  They also have very little money, which leads to some very embarrassing times growing up in as a socially teenager.  Despite her struggles, Walls’ memoir shows a girl who blossomed strong woman and as she recounts her situations, the reader is left with one haunting question, “how is this a real story?”

Night by Elie Weisel [ATOS Reading Level = 4.8]
Elie Weisel’s Night is a non-fictional chronicling of his dramatic struggle to survive the Nazi’s Holocaust of Jewish people at both Auschwitz and Birkenau.  Born in Romania, Wiesel recounts his early life as a pious, god-fearing child living with his family in the town of Sighet.  But the shadow of Adolf Hitler and the German Army soon looms over all of Europe, especially for those of the Jewish faith.  Wiesel’s graphic depictions of the Nazi occupation and extermination of the Jews is powerful.  But his personal struggle for the answers to the questions why it happened and how God could let it happen are heart-breaking.
[image: http://www.youngcentre.ca/images/productions/08_season/a_raisin_in_the_sun.jpg] “Raisin in the Sun” by Lorraine Hansberry [ATOS Reading Level = 5.5]
Set in Chicago in the 1950’s, playwright Lorraine Hansberry captures the struggles of low middle-class African-American family struggling for survival.  While the play certainly examines the prejudices associated with race, it evolves into a larger exploration of the concept of “American Dream.”  The Younger family is waiting for a check that will help them rise above their struggles, but will money make a better life for the family; or, will they slowly and painfully be ripped apart by greed and racism.

**Notes**
 I will be posting the essay questions for each story on the website in late August to give you time to prepare your responses mentally. You will be allowed to bring in any written materials (notes or outlines) with you the days of the test, but you may not bring pre-written essay answers.  The best essay question answers are those that use text (quotes, etc.) to back up your opinion or idea.
 The two books chosen by the students for testing may not be used for Accelerated Reader at any point during the school year.

Good luck with the books and have a safe and relaxing summer.  If you have any suggestions for future books for my reading list please don't be afraid to let me know!

								See you next year!
								Mr. Trescavage
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