Name: _____________________________      

Best Friend: _____________________

· Q: What is a phrase?

· A: A phrase is a group of words in the sentence without a subject or a verb, which functions in the sentence as a different part of speech.  For example, some phrases can act as adjectives; others as adverbs.  Phrases can be categorized as Prepositional, Participle, Gerund, Infinitive, and Appositive.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
#1 Prepositional Phrases
Q: What is a Prepositional Phrase?
A: Prepositions never work alone.  They combine with nouns (and the adjectives which add descriptions to nouns) to form a group of words called a Prepositional Phrase.  Prepositional Phrases give additional information about nouns and verbs around them.  They answer how, when, where, what kind, which one, and under what condition.  
Examples:

How?: He talked (with a Boston accent).

When?: We left (on Sunday).

Where?: She parked her car (in the driveway).

What Kind?: She does not like clothes (from the GAP).
Which One?: The boy (in the gym) felt sick.

Under what condition?: This wedding has me feeling (under some stress).
Frequently used prepositions:

Aboard

Before

Despite
Near

Through

Within

Prior to
About

Behind

Down

Of

Throughout

Without

Above

Below

During

Off

Till


According to

Across

Beneath
Except

On

To


Apart From

After

Beside

For

Opposite
Toward

Because of

Against
Besides
From

Out

Under


In addition to

Along

Between
In

Outside
Underneath

In back of

Amid

Beyond
Inside

Over

Until


In front of

Among
But

Into

Past

Up


Instead of

Around
By

Like

Round

Upon


Next to

At





Since

With


Out of

Rules:
1) A Prepositional Phrase will only start with a preposition and only contain adjectives [with an adverb modifying it] and pronouns or nouns.  Example ( with a Boston accent.  “With” is a preposition and both “a” and “Boston” modify accent.

2) A Preposition without a phrase is an adverb.

Example Prep Phrase ( Our school bus drove (by the house).

Example Adverb ( Our school bus drove [by].

3) Prepositional Phrases can show a time or space relationship between two objects in the sentence.

The prep phrase tells us where the house is in relation to the bus in the sentence above.

4) Prepositional Phrases will be used as either an ADJECTIVE or an ADVERB.  They use the same rules that we have already covered for regular, individual adjectives and adverbs.

· Prep Phrase as an ADJ( The boy (in the gym) felt sick.

“In the gym” is a prep phrase which modifies the noun, “boy.”  Like other adjectives, prepositional phrases answer the questions “What kind?” or “Which one?”
· Prep Phrase as an ADV( We ran (through the rain).

“Through the rain” is a prep phrase which modifies the verb, “ran.”  Like other adverbs, prepositional phrases answer the questions “Where?”, “When?”, and “How?”
__________________________________________________________________________________________

#2 Participles and Participles Phrases ( any –ING [Present] or –ED [Past] verb used as an adjective
Example( The flickering candle partially lit the room.
“Flickering” ends in –ING and modifies the noun “candle,” so it is considered a Present Participle.
Example( The crooked politician stole $1 million dollars.

“Crooked” ends in –ED and modifies the noun “politician,” so it is considered a Past Participle.
Example( Flickering in the room, the candle smelled like apples.

Participle Phrases are created when a Past or Present Participle is combined with a Prepositional Phrase.  “Flickering” ends in –ING, “in the room” is a Prepositional Phrase, and both modify the noun, “candle.”
#3 Gerunds and Gerund Phrases ( any –ING verb used as a noun
Example( Skiing has been great at Sno Mountain.


“Skiing” ends in –ING but acts as a noun because it is a thing.


Example( Completing the homework is the key to success.

The phrase “completing the homework” acts as the subject of the sentence.  Gerund phrases are created when adding an –ING to a noun.
#4 Infinitives( the word TO + any verb that acts as a noun, adjective, or adverb


Example( To run after school is a great release.

The phrase “to” plus the verb “run” act as the noun in the sentence.

#5 Appositives and Appositive Phrases ( a noun/pronoun or group of nouns/pronouns placed next to a noun or pronoun that identifies it [most are found inside commas].
Example( The quarterback, Peyton Manning, made the commercial.
Peyton Manning acts as an appositive because it gives us more information about which quarterback made the commercial.[image: image1.jpg]



