Name: _____________________________      

Best Friend: _____________________

Q: What is an adjective?
A: Adjectives are parts of speech that are used to describe (modify) or give specific meaning to a noun

· Modify ( change through addition

* Rules for Adjectives:

· Nouns can have an infinite amount of adjectives associated with them.
· Ex., the dusty, dirty, blue, four-door, expensive Land Rover.


Land Rover is your proper noun.  All the words that come before it describe your Land 
Rover.  Be careful with this aspect of adjectives, sometimes sentences get confusing or 
too “wordy.”

· Adjectives appear in the sentence in only two ways (adjectives are bold and underlined):




a.) The bold child screamed at his mother.




b.) The child, who screamed at his mother, is bold.   




** “is” is a linking verb, whose main function is to connect nouns in the subject with 



adjectives in the predicate.

· Possessive nouns, for example, “Jamie’s car” do act as adjectives!

· Adjectives answer the following questions:



a.) “what kind?” ( blue car, tall boy, expensive watch



b.) “which one?” ( that hotel, any dog, other door



c.) “how many?” ( both pencils, five dollars, frequent conversations



d.) “how much?” ( less effort, more determination, enough laughter
* Types of Adjectives:
1) Descriptive Words ( general category of words that simply add clarification to a noun (big, small, tall, smelly, great, etc.)

2) A, AN—[both Indefinite Articles]—and THE—[a Definite Article]—are ALL considered to be adjectives.
3) Regular ole’ everyday common nouns – people, places, things, or ideas that answer the question “what kind?” or “which one?”



Ex., words like car, orange, spaghetti, and book can become:



- car dealership (what kind of dealership?)



- orange juice, orange tree, orange sweater



- spaghetti sauce, spaghetti dinner



- book mobile, book shelf, book worm



- dog collar, dog walker, dog bone

4) Proper Nouns – SPECIFIC (named) people, places, things, or ideas that answer the question what kind? or which one?




Ex., words like New York, Statue of Liberty, New Hampshire, and McDonald’s can 



become:




- New York streets (what kind of streets?)




- Statue of Liberty brochure, Statue of Liberty guide




- New Hampshire economy




- McDonald’s employee

5) Pronouns used as Adjectives:


a. Demonstrative – points toward a specific noun using THIS, THAT, THESE, and 



         THOSE



ex. These students will not be going to the fair. (these modifies students)


b. Interrogative – always begin a question sentence using WHOSE, WHICH, and 



       WHAT



ex. Which car did you buy? (which modifies car)


c. Possessive – shows ownership of the noun using HIS, HERS, ITS, OURS, YOURS, 


             THEIRS, MY



ex. Today is our wedding anniversary. (our modifies anniversary)


d. Indefinite – does not show a definite number of something using ANOTHER, EACH, 



 EITHER, LITTLE, NEITHER, ONE, OTHER, BOTH, FEW, MANY, 



 SEVERAL, SOME, MOST, MORE, ANY, ALL



ex. All students will pass this class. (all modifies students)

6) Participles ( Action Verbs used as Adjectives  – any –ed/-ing action verb can be used to modify a noun



ex. Swimming, running, dancing



* used as verb ( The team will be swimming for exercise this off-season.



* used as an adjective ( The swimming ducks captured the attention of the wolf.



* used as an adjective ( Mike will buy new running shoes at the store.



* used as an adjective ( The dancing bear belongs in a circus.
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