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10th Grade Language Arts Syllabus
Teacher: Mr. Trescavage

Riverside’s Mission Statement: The mission of Riverside School District is to prepare all students to be productive and responsible citizens of a changing global community by fostering:

· Lifelong self-directed learning

· Acquisition of essential knowledge and skills

· Independent and collaborative decision making, through critical thinking and tolerance for human diversity, in a safe and orderly environment.

Course: 10th grade Language Arts

Classroom: Room 222
Primary Texts:

· Writing and Grammar: Communication in Action (Platinum Level).  Prentice-Hall, Inc.
· Shakespeare Made Easy: Julius Caesar.  Baron’s Educational Series, Inc.
· Gibson, William.  The Miracle Worker.  Pocket Books.

Classroom Hours: I am usually in my classroom at 7:15 am through homeroom and during 9th period until 3:00 pm.  You should schedule a time to come see me for any academic reason (especially in the spring) or you can just stop by if you see me alone in the room.
Mr. Trescavage’s Objectives: Upon leaving this classroom in June, you will:

· Become a more proficient writer.

· Have a better understanding of the writing process.

· Be able to identify and correct grammatical mistakes.

· Be able to identify the major parts of speech.

· Be able to compose a clear thesis statement.

· Be able to uncover satisfactory research material.

· Be able to identify appropriate web sites for academic material.

· Be able to combine different sources found through research by following a clear thesis statement.

· Be able to identify and utilize MLA Style.

· Demonstrate the ability to use more complex vocabulary in everyday writing and speaking.

· Develop a richer appreciation for literature (fiction and non-fiction).

· Be able to identify and utilize characteristics of fiction writing.

· Be able to identify major authors, artists, musicians and their works.
· Be able to develop an appropriate academic Power Point presentation.

· Feel more comfortable reading and understanding aspects of a work by William Shakespeare.

· Understand aspects of theater, including the staging of a play.

· Demonstrate the ability to function cooperatively within a classroom and group setting.

· Leave a little better than when you came into the classroom.

Grading: Each quarters’ grades will be based on a total point system.  For example:

Quarter 1 has three tests each worth 100 point, a paper worth 50 points, and 5 quizzes worth 10 points.  The total number of points that any student can receive is 400 points.  Stewie receives 300 points total on all of those assignments.  His grade is a 75% for the quarter.
Throughout the quarter, students may be graded with:

· Tests (expect at least 3 per quarter)

· Quizzes – usually on assigned homework or the day after assigned reading (NEVER SURPRISE!!!)
· Writing Assignments

· Research Papers
· Group Projects

· Individual Projects

· In-Class Assignments

· Homework

· Accelerated Reader – each student must read 10 points of A.R. each quarter.  Those ten points can come from 1 book or 10 books.  The books must be approved by Mr. Trescavage.

· Class Participation
· Extra credit will only be offered to those students who have completed all the original assignments.

Attendance: 

· If you are on the 15 day list and are absent for any reason, you will receive an automatic 0% for any graded assignment missed.

· If you are not in attendance during a test, you will have 3 days from the date which you return to class to make it up.  After three days, your grade becomes a 0%.  You will not be required to make up any quizzes.  If you miss homework, it is in your best interest to complete it and show it to me, but you are not obligated.
· There will be no make-up tests allowed during class time.
· All homework and in-class assignments are posted on Mr. Trescavage’s website and email is constantly available for communication—“I didn’t know about the assignment” does not cut it any longer.

Classroom Rules:

· RESPECT for your peers, your teachers, and yourself is required and expected!

· The back door should not be used to come in or go out for ANY reason.

· You are not allowed to use Mr. Trescavage’s computer for ANY reason.

· The classroom phone, filing cabinets, and teacher’s desk are for Mr. Trescavage’s use only.

· The closet doors, the book shelf, and the student computer may be used only with Mr. Trescavage’s permission.

· The posters on the wall are to brighten the classroom and give you something to look at when Mr. Trescavage is boring you, so do not move them, touch them, or write on them.

· Please pickup any major garbage or papers on the floor and throw them away.

· If you need to borrow a book for class, please return it when you are done.

· No foul or off-color language.

· Leave the desks, walls, chairs, or anything else as you found them when you entered.  If you do see “graffiti” or something out of place, please alert Mr. Trescavage.

· Take responsibility for your actions and your grade.  You will not succeed because you are “lucky”; you will succeed because you worked hard.

· Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated!

· Lavatory is a privilege.  Do not during the lesson.  You will have time at the end of class.

· Bring a pen/pencil, tablet, and your book to class.
Projected materials to be covered throughout the year:

· Grammar (combined with writing) – certain parts of speech, sentence structure, and effective ways to vary sentences

· Writing usage – the how’s and why’s of writing
· Research Paper – discovering appropriate material from electronic or written sources, developing a thesis statement, combination of materials into a written form, and usage of MLA format

· Short Story – antagonist/protagonist, plot patterns, symbols, setting, theme, character development, irony, tone, dialogue development, and historical aspects of literature
· Non-fiction – biography

· Julius Caesar and William Shakespeare

· Vocabulary

I know that we will have a great year.  My door is always open if you need anything.  If you have any ideas, I would love to hear them!

“A person can fail many times, but they aren’t a failure until they give up.” – Anonymous

Thanks and good luck,

Mr. Trescavage
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