AR Projects

You must choose from the following projects over an AR book you’ve read in 7th or 8th grade.  You cannot do the same book twice. You must have made at least a 70% on the AR test.  Extended explanations and expectations of each choice will be given in class. Do not do an art project if you are not artistic.
1. Write the first chapter for a sequel to your book.  It must be at least 1 ½ full pages typewritten. Name your new book.
2. Design a new book jacket for the book.  I STRONGLY suggest that you look at an actual book jacket before you attempt this.  Include: a synopsis/summary, the title, the author, the main characters, setting, plot details, conflict and resolution. Must be typed
3. Cut out magazine pictures to create an 11 X 14 collage poster illustrating the idea of the book.  On the back, tell what part or character each picture represents and an explanation of how they contribute to the book.

4. Draw a comic book strip complete with bubble style conversations showing an important incident in your book.  It must contain at least 12 squares and allow the reader to understand the story. It should be on an 11 X 14 poster board and have color. There must be a comprehensible conversation.
5. Write a news story, using journalistic style, about something that happened to one of the characters. Must be one page typewritten.
6. Prepare a list of 15 - 20 questions for use in determining if other people have read the book carefully.  Make sure to include the answer to each question and what page it can be found on in the book.  Questions must come from all parts of the book.

7. Make a dictionary containing 20 or more difficult words from the book.  Definitions must include how the words are used in the book and must be from all parts of the book.  Include the page number where the words can be found in the book, a definition, part of speech, origin, and use in a sentence.
8. Design a movie poster for the book you read.  Cast the major characters in the book with real actors and actresses.  Include a scene or dialogue from the book in the layout of the poster.  Remember, it should be persuasive; you want people to come see the movie. There should be a movie synopsis attached to the back.
9. Complete a series of five drawings that show five of the major events in the plot of the book you read.  Each drawing must be on at least 8 X 10 paper. Write captions and explanations for each drawing so that the illustrations can be understood by someone who has not read the book.

10. Make a test for the book you read.  Include 10 true-false, 10 multiple choice, and 10 short essay questions.  After writing the test, provide the answers for your questions.  You must cover every chapter in the book.  Write the page number where the answer can be found.

11. Obtain a job application from an employer in the area, and fill it out as one of the characters in the book you read might do.  Before you obtain the application, be sure that the job is one for which a character in your book is qualified.  Write a 2 page resume for the character to go along with the application.  Many job applications are available on-line.  Who do you think your character would like to work for….McDonalds, Dell Computers, Hershey’s Chocolate Company?

12. After reading a book of history or historical fiction, make an illustrated timeline showing events of the story and draw a map showing the location(s) where the story took place.  Make a time line of the major events in the book you read.  Be sure the divisions on the time line reflect the time period in the plot.  Use drawings or magazine cutouts to illustrate events (there must be at least 15).  Write an explanation of each event. Must be typed, lengthy paragraphs to explain each event.
13. Write a diary that one of the story’s main characters might have kept before, during, or after the book’s events.  Remember that the character’s thoughts and feelings are very important in a diary.  You must have at least 10 entries and they must help the reader understand the story. Each entry must be 1 page typed.
14. Imagine that you are the author of the book you read.  Suddenly the book becomes a best seller.  Write a letter to a movie producer trying to get that person interested in making your book into a movie.  Explain why the story, characters, conflicts, etc., would make a good film.  Suggest a filming location and the actors to play the various roles.  YOU MAY ONLY USE BOOKS WHICH HAVE NOT ALREADY BEEN MADE INTO MOVIES. Must be minimum 1 page typed.
15. Write a book review as it would be done for a newspaper.  (Be sure you read a few before writing one of your own.)  It must be at least 1 ½ handwritten pages, or 1 page typed.
16. Make three posters about the book using two or more of the following media: paint, crayons, chalk, ink, craft materials, etc.

17. Be a TV or radio reporter, and write and record a report of a scene from the book as if it is happening “live”.  Must be at least 5  minutes in length.
18. Make a message board with notes and pictures “written” by the characters that allows us to understand the plot and flow of the story from their perspective. Each note must be at least a 4X5 white index card.
19. Choose five quotes from characters.  Write why they would or wouldn’t be a good motto by which to live your life.   Must be a minimum of 1 ½ pages typed.
20. Paint a picture from an event in the book. Be sure to include a description of what you have drawn and why you feel it is an important event in the story. DO NOT DO THIS UNLESS YOU ARE A GOOD ARTIST.  You will be graded on creativity and artistic ability.
21. Find a song or poem that relates to the theme of your book.  Explain at least 5 similarities. Explanation paragraphs must be written on an 8th grade level. Must be a minimum of 1 ½ page typed.
22. Exaggerate two characters and events and write a tabloid-style news story related to your book.  Must be a minimum of 1 ½ pages typed.
23. Make a list of at least ten proverbs or familiar sayings.  Now decide which characters in the book you read should have followed the suggestions in the familiar sayings and why. Must be a minimum of 1 ½ pages typed.
24. Draw sketches of each character in your novel. (4 characters) Mount the sketches on a poster board. Include a brief character sketch telling us about the characters.  DO NOT DO THIS UNLESS YOU ARE A GOOD ARTIST.
25. Imagine that you are about to make a feature-length film of the novel you read.  You have been instructed to select the cast from members of your class.  Cast all the major characters in your novel from your classmates and tell why you selected each person for a given part. You must include a brief synopsis of the characters in the book. Must be minimum of 2 typed pages with spacings.
26. ABC Mini Book – Students will choose one word to coincide with each letter of the alphabet and type paragraph explaining how it correlates to the story. Examples will be shown in class.

27. Child’s Book – rewrite your book to make it age appropriate and understandable for a 1st or 2nd grader.  It must be typed and illustrations must be included. The book must be  at least 10 pages long.
28. Scrapbook – Choose certain items or events that relate to your story.  Use a quote from the book that includes that word or event.  A minimum of 5 sentences per paragraph for each page must be included, as well as an item or photo.  It must look like a scrapbook from the perspective of one of the characters.  Minimum of 10 pages. You must use a variety of items; not all photos.  Example will be shown in class.

Be sure to put time and effort into your projects.  Additional instructions and explanations may be given in class.  All projects must reflect 8th grade level work.  Have fun and be creative!
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