AP US History, 2009-2010
Summer Assignment

Welcome to AP US History! You should be looking forward to a challenging year filled with historical discovery and intellectual challenge as you prepare for the AP US History Exam.
In order to enhance your opportunity for success on the A.P. U.S. History exam, students will read a wide variety of sources on various historical topics. During the summer, you will read the following:

1. American Pageant, 13th ed., Chapters 1-5; and

2. Everyday Life in Early America, David Freeman Hawke (New York: Harper-Collins/ Perennial, 1989)

American Pageant, Chapters 1-5:
First, prior to reading each chapter, all students shall complete the corresponding online quiz (the “pre-quiz”). Proceed to the class website: 

http://www.myteacherpages.com/webpages/JMagliulo/
· Click on APUSH Links on the right side of the top toolbar;

· Select Student Resources: American Pageant;

· At the textbook website, choose “navigate by chapter,” then ACE the Test.

· Email your results for each online quiz to me at jeri.magliulo@bsd.k12.de.us, and copy the results to your personal email address.

Next, each student will read each chapter and complete notes in outline form. The outline notes should be an average of three to four pages of notes per chapter (one page equals both sides of a sheet of paper). 
All online quizzes and Chapter Notes are due and must be received by the instructor on or before Friday, August 7, 2009. Quizzes and notes may be sent as an attachment via email to jeri.magliulo@bsd.k12.de.us, or hand-delivered to MPHS Main Office prior to the due date.
Everyday Life in Early America: Read and submit, typed, double-spaced, a well-constructed analytical book review. Instructions for the review are below:
Analytical Book Review

Each  analytical book review will be typed, double-spaced, and approximately 1000 words in length. Please print the word count at the end of your work. The Brandywine School District Secondary Writing Criteria rubric (copy attached) will be applied. Acceptable reviews will include the following:

1. A brief outline of the contents of the book: In the space of one or two paragraphs you should be able to convey the parameters of the book's contents. DO NOT simply reproduce the book's table of contents.

2. An analysis and summary of the author's thesis: The thesis is the primary idea the author is trying to convey as valid. If the book is a biography, it may be easier to explain the author’s assessment of the historical importance of the subject. In the space of two pages: First, identify the thesis. Next, describe how the author either substantiates or fails to substantiate this thesis. Briefly quote portions of the book in order to validate your analysis and summary, and cite page numbers for all quotations.

3. An evaluation of the book: Describe your reaction to the book, including a minimum of four of the following issues:

a. Your agreement/ disagreement with the author’s thesis, and the reasons for your assessment;

b. Did the book support or contradict what you have read in textbooks or your previous knowledge of the subject? 

c. The author's background and reason for writing the book. (Additional research may be necessary in order to answer these questions.) 

d. Did you detect any biases on the part of the author?

e. How in your opinion could the book have been improved? You must be specific and keep in mind there are NO perfect books. 

f. Did you enjoy reading this book? Why or why not? Would you recommend it to others? 

g. How is this book relevant or important to your study of US History?

All reviews are due and must be received by the instructor on or before Monday, August 17, 2009. Reviews may be sent as an attachment via email to jeri.magliulo@bsd.k12.de.us, or hand-delivered to MPHS Main Office prior to the due date. Late assignments will not be accepted. If you are not “Cliff” or “Spark,” use of their notes is considered academic dishonesty and will earn you a 0 for the assignment. A second instance of plagiarism will result in a grade of F for the marking period, in accordance with District policy.
Should you have any questions, please contact me as soon as possible by telephone at 302/428-0372, or via email at jeri.magliulo@bsd.k12.de.us.
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