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Analyzing Primary Sources

Leviathan

English Philosopher Thomas Hobbs (1588-1679) developed theories on the necessity and purpose of government. In his essay Leviathan (1651) Hobbs describes a world without government (the “condition” mentioned below). Read the following excerpt from Leviathan and answer the questions that follow.

In such condition there is not place for industry, because the fruit thereof is uncertain; and consequently no culture of the earth; no navigation nor use of the commodities that may be imported by sea; no commodious [comfortable] building; no instruments of moving and removing such things as require much force; no knowledge of the face of the earth; no account of time; no arts; no letters [literature]; no society; and, which is worst of all, continual fear and danger of violent death; and the life of man [is] solitary, poor, nasty brutish, and short…

1. According to Hobbs, what are the things that an organized society (i.e., one under government) will provide? (list)
2. How do these provisions benefit the people in society? (describe)
3. Why do you think Hobbs titled his essay Leviathan? (explain)
