Censorship and Regulations in movie Industry
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The Production Code (also known as the Hayes Code) was a set of guidelines governing the production of motion pictures. The Motion Picture Association of America (MPAA, originally called the Motion Pictures Producers and Distributors Association) adopted the code in 1930, began effectively enforcing it in 1934, and abandoned it in 1967 for the MPAA code (rating system: G, PG, etc)

· spelled out what was and was not considered morally acceptable in the production of American motion pictures, spelled out specific restrictions on language and behavior, particularly sex and crime

I. Crimes Against the Law
II. Sex
 Ex: Miscegenation (sex relationships between the white and black races) is forbidden. 

III. Vulgarity
IV. Obscenity
V. Profanity
VI. Costume
VII. Dances
VIII. Religion………etc

· With the advent of talking pictures

· required all films to obtain a certificate of approval before being released

· U.S. Customs Department prohibited the importation of the foreign film 

· The biggest threat came from a new technology, television. Largely due to television, movie attendances plummeted

· Made way for codes used today by MPAA (Motion Picture Association of America) -G,PG,etc

Legion Of Decency

The Legion of Decency was formed in 1934 by a council of Catholic American Bishops

to combat immoral movies and saw its task as condemning the films which exhibited what they considered to be immoral behavior. People took a pledge, in church, against bad movies. They pledged not only never to go to any morally objectionable movie, but never even to go to any movie theater that had ever shown a morally objectionable film.

Senate Subcommittee on Anti-American Activities in the Movie Industry(1941)

A Senate subcommittee launched an investigation of whether Hollywood was producing films to involve the United States in World War II and eventually to expose Communists in the US, especially in Hollywood.
 McCarthyism - Period of time in the early 1950's when Senator Joseph McCarthy attempted to expose suspected Communists.

Thousands of Americans lost jobs and careers during McCarthy's witch hunts including actors, directors, etc.






