New York State Requirements Checkpoint A

(Spanish I)

LISTENING AND SPEAKING:

• comprehend language consisting of simple vocabulary and structures in face-to-face conversation with peers and familiar adults 

• comprehend the main idea of more extended conversations with some unfamiliar vocabulary and structures as well as cognates of English words
• call upon repetition, rephrasing, and nonverbal cues to derive or convey meaning from a language other than English
• use appropriate strategies to initiate and engage in simple conversations with more fluent or native speakers of the same age group, familiar adults, and providers of common public services

WRITING AND READING: 

• understand the main idea and some details of simple informative materials written for native speakers 

• compose short, informal notes and messages to exchange information with members of the target culture
SYLLABUS SPANISH 8:

· Journals: Written part of exam 10 pts)
Schedules will be given to the students in their agendas (The calendar portion) working around holidays and ending just prior to class trip in May.  Because the essays consist of 30 word essays, 8A and 8B (if there are 2 groups) will be due in alternate weeks. Late assignments without legitimate reason will not be accepted since there is a long time between assignments.

There will be a couple of special essays assignments graded as a major project (The Love Letter and the Resume/Cover Letter)

The regular 30-word essay is graded on a 30 point rubric.  The Regents exam has two essays on the spot.

· INFORMAL SPEAKING (February 1-Class trip) (10 pts of Regents)
As we work up to February we will be speaking in class to familiarize the students with common phrases and to achieve a level of comfort with speaking.  Once we begin the informal speaking mode on February 1 WE WILL BE IN TESTING MODE since these are the first 10 points that appear on the Regents.  Points will be calculated based on frequency of speaking, initiating conversation, and sustaining conversation.  There will be no English spoken without exhausting all the possible means of communicating in Spanish.  Mime and grunts used to avoid English don’t count since we are working on proficiency of a foreign language. English is spoken on quiz/test/exam days so that directions and questions regarding the testing are understood. 

Credit for effort in speaking far outweighs everything else despite the errors. Details will follow on rubric.

· Formal Speaking: (20 pts of Regents)

After the class trip each student will individually engage in 4conversations with the teacher.  Experience and comfort gained in informal speaking insures success in the formal speaking.  In essence total speaking on the exam consists of 1/3 between informal and formal parts.

· Listening and Reading Comprehension:(70 points of Regents)

We utilize Spanish publications and articles about athletes, rap stars, actors, current events etc. to familiarize students with the written format.  The level used is within the 7th grade toolbox range.  We sit in a circle and encourage listening for information as well as encouraging others to participate.  Mock exams are given as quizzes using formats used in the Regents exam.

