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Blacks were stereotyped as:
· good "Uncle Toms" 
· Mammies 
· Comics in a degrading manner (eyes bulging out, braids standing up on end, etc.) 
· Lazy " good-for-nothings" with no intelligence (Step 'N' Fetchit played these roles although he was intelligent, flew planes, and was very rich) 
· Tap dancing happy folk (Bill "Bojangles" Robinson known for choreographing Shirley Temple, started out in Vaudeville as an elegant tapdancer) 
· Slaves 
· Servant roles: porters, butlers, maids, elevator operators, cooks, sharecroppers, doormen 
· Criminal element: shooting, raping white women, stealing, etc 
· Poor, never elegant, never in a tux. 
· NEVER PROUD
Oscar Winners: (note the lapses in time)
· 1939; Hattie McDanniel, Mammie in Gone With the Wind, Supporting actress [image: http://www.myteacherpages.com/webpages/JHernandez/imageGallery/hattiemcdaniel.jpg]  
· 1963; Sydney Poitier, Lillies of the Field, best actor 
· 1980; Whoopie Goldberg, Ghost, supporting actress 
· 1982; Louis Gossett, Jr., An Officer and A Gentleman, supporting actor 
· 1989; *Denzel Washington, Glory, best actor 
· 1996; Cuba Gooding Jr., Jerry McGuire, supporting actor 
· 2002; *Denzel Washington, Training Day, best actor 
· 2002; Halle Berry, Monsters' Ball, best actress 
· 2005; Jamie Foxx, Ray, best actor 
· 2007; Forrest Whittaker, The Last King of Scotland, best actor 
· 2007; Jennifer Hudson, Dreamgirls, supporting actress
Other Actors to note:
· Harry Belafonte, romantic lead partner for [image: http://www.myteacherpages.com/webpages/JHernandez/imageGallery/Harry%20Belafonte.jpg]  
· Dorothy Dandridge, tragic situations led to an early death [image: http://www.myteacherpages.com/webpages/JHernandez/imageGallery/Dorothy%20Dandridge.jpg]  
· Al Jolson, white Jewish actor, played in "blackface" in the Jazz Singer [image: http://www.myteacherpages.com/webpages/JHernandez/imageGallery/Al%20Joson%20Blackface.jpg] [image: http://www.myteacherpages.com/webpages/JHernandez/imageGallery/AlJoLson.jpg]  
· Sydney Poitier, first actor to be roles of professionals as teachers, doctors, etc.  Stood for the rights of other fellow Black actors. [image: http://www.myteacherpages.com/webpages/JHernandez/imageGallery/Sidney.jpg]  
· James Earl Jones....the VOICE of Verizon, Mufasa, and Darth Vader. [image: http://www.myteacherpages.com/webpages/JHernandez/imageGallery/JJones.jpg]  Classically trained actor.  In controversial " The Great White Hope" 
· Nicholas Brothers; high flying dancers who defied gravity 
· Jim Brown- NFL player with tough guys roles (first of many) 
· Paul Robeson a multi-lingual American actor, athlete, bass-baritone concert singer, writer, civil rights activist, Spingarn Medal winner, and Lenin Peace Prize laureate. Played many faceted roles but lost popularity when he became involved in Communist activity. Died in obscurity.[image: http://www.myteacherpages.com/webpages/JHernandez/imageGallery/robeson.jpg] 
Directors:
Spike Lee [image: http://www.myteacherpages.com/webpages/JHernandez/imageGallery/Spike.jpg] 
· Spike Lee nearly always has a role in his films ranging from small cameo to supporting cast. 
· He always calls his films "A Spike Lee Joint." 
· There is commonly a sequence using a "floating" effect, when a character seems to slide in the air like a ghost instead of walking to make it look like they are in a world of their own. Usually the actor is on a camera dolly, framed in a way that you don't see their feet. Denzel Washington has been the focus of this shot in Mo' Better Blues, Malcolm X, and Inside Man. 
· His movies often take place during one day e.g. 25th Hour, Do the Right Thing. 
· The cast of his films are usually referred to as the "players." 
John Singleton [image: http://www.myteacherpages.com/webpages/JHernandez/imageGallery/Singleton.jpg] 
He is the youngest person ever nominated for Best Director at the 1991 Academy Awards for "Boyz N the Hood" and the first (and so far only) African-American to be nominated for the award. His movies depict his native South L.A. with both its sweet and violent sides given equal consideration.
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