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	Mineral Name

Alternate Names

Chemical Formula
	Color, streak, hardness, and other striking features that might help in identification.
	Crystal Shape
	Pictures showing color, luster, and common forms/types.

	Quartz

Silica Dioxide
SiO2
	Colors can be colorless, white, purple, pink, brown, and black. Also gray, green, orange, yellow, blue, and red. Sometimes multicolored or banded.
Hardness of 7.

Easily identified byardness, crystal forms, striations on crystal faces, and frequent appearance of conchoidal fractures on crystal faces.
	


Crystals, which are hexagonal in shape, vary in shape and size. Quartz crystals are unique and very identifiable with their pointed and often uneven terminations. Crystals can be in enormous prismatic and stubby crystals, or in pointed aggregates of such crystals. Crystals are usually striated horizontally, and are sometimes doubly terminated.
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 Quartz crystals
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 Striations on quartz.

[image: image5.jpg]


 Conchoidal fracture

	Amphibole

Hornblende
Ca2(Mg, Fe, Al)5 (Al, Si)8O22(OH)2
	Amphibole crystals are typically an opaque green (actinolite), brown (cummingtonite), whitish (tremolite) or black color (hornblende). Hornblende is most common form of amphibole.

Luster is vitreous (shiny, but not metallic).
Amphiboles like hornblende typically have a hardness of 5–6. 

Hornblende is most often confused with the minerals augite and biotite mica, both of which are black and can be found in granite. 
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Crystal surfaces of hornblende may look broken by numerous parallel lines that might be confused with striations or fibers, but these are actually cleavage surfaces.
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Crystals can also be bladed or partially radiating, as in this tremolite sample.
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Hornblende/amphibole crystal
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Hornblende flakes.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


