SIP Project Ideas and Potential Mentors for Science Fair
· Project involving weeding/upkeep of the butterfly garden at Pelican Island National Wildlife Refuge.
· Oyster reef restoration project with The Nature Conservancy. Contact Anne Birch abirch@tnc.org.
· Spoil island enhancement with FLDEP. Contact Marc Virgilio Marc.Virgilio@dep.state.fl.us.
· Mangrove restoration planting in the Indian River Lagoon (contact the Marine Resources Council).
· Organize a beach clean-up, shore line clean up. Keep Indian River Beautiful (KIRB) can help with that.  Contact Kristy Sturdivant keepirbeautiful@gmail.com
· Fundraise to purchase trees (bald cypress, maple, pine, laurel oak, and live oak) that could be planted as a community service project at Egret Marsh. Keith McCully kmccully@ircgov.com
· “NOAA Marine Debris Program.” This is an awesome project idea!!! Learn about debris and how it impacts animals and the environment, especially sea birds. Dissect an Albatross bolus (regurgitated indigestible material, aka bird barf) and find natural pray items such as squid beaks, along with unnatural things like plastic and rope. You might also try to take part in a dissection/necropsy of a local marine organism. Take photos of trash in bolus (or intestines) and use your photos in flyers to recruit for a beach cleanup! Collect debris on local beaches and look for trash that could accidentally be ingested by local wildlife, like old kitchen sponges, rope, fishing line, foam insulation, numerous balloon strings, and of course plastic pieces. For more information on how to set up and implement this project concept, contact Sarah Opfer (sarah.opfer@noaa.gov).
· Develop a project around Anglers for Conservation Hook Kids on Fishing program. Contact Rodney Smith rodney@coastalanglermagazine.com
· The Manatee Center offer their help if students need resources or information for projects involving manatees, manatee habitat, etc. www.manateecenter.com
· Develop a SIP around the Spoonbill Marsh project. Spoonbill Marsh is a created wetland habitat. The county is pumping water from the lagoon, blending it with water rejected from our reverse osmosis water plant and letting it gravity feed back to the lagoon.  There is a dense mangrove swamp on the east side abutting the lagoon.  Directly west is a high marsh, which is thick grasses with several inches of water.   Contact Art Pfeffer 571-7511.  
· More Ideas for Contests: http://planet-connect.org/funding_opportunities

