The Grand Island High School Boys Choir, Dominate Force, directed by Carolyn Lokken, provided music before the dinner. 
   The Chamber of Commerce 40th Citizen of the Year Awards dinner in the Holiday Inn on Thursday, April 27, 2006 was attended by over 300 people including 35 past recipients. Dr. Norman G. Courey, first Citizen of the Year for 1965, was among the guests. Lifetime Achievement Award winner, Dr. James Dempsey, received a loud and long round of applause. Dr. Dempsey will retire from his post as Grand Island High School principal at the end of the school year. Program started off with the Charles N. DeGlopper color guard leading the Pledge of Allegiance. The Grand Island High School's boys choir, Dominate Force, directed by Carolyn Lokken, sang the Star Spangled Banner and America the Beautiful. Rev. Kevin Backus of Bible Presbyterian Church gave the invocation.
   The following were honored for 2005 and introduced by Channel 2 News Anchor Erika Brason, serving as Master of Ceremonies:
• Carol Volk, - Business Person of the Year
• Grand Island Moose Family Center #180 - Organization of the Year
• Jayne Playfair - Service to Youth
• Rebecca Cacciatore - Educator of the Year
• Maria Burns - Civic
• Dr. James R. Dempsey - Special Lifetime Achievement Award
   For photos and information on each recipient, scroll down. Beverly Sharpe and Susan Hillock co-chaired this year's annual Chamber event just as they have for several years.
