FROM THE DESK OF THE DIRECTOR OF ACADEMICS, DR DEMPSEY

                        This is the time of the year when students have an opportunity to “wrap up” a successful school year and/or lay the foundation for a successful 2008-09. Student achievement is the primary focus in a well-rounded education. Below is a list of do’s and don’ts which may help you guide your daughter toward successful completion of a successful school year.

                       -Do take the rest of the year seriously, no matter how well you are doing.  Developing your mind is like developing your body; you need to stay in training.

-Do make sure you meet all deadlines established by your teachers for the end of the year projects, papers and final assessments. Each year we have students who lose the opportunity to pass or achieve a high grade in a course because of missed deadlines or not submitting assessments in a prompt fashion.

-Do maintain excellent attendance! End of the year activities often contain new material, a wealth of excellent opportunities for review, tips for successfully completing final assessment specifics and hints for doing well on final exams.

-Do work with other students in terms of meeting your obligations and studying for final examinations. One of the best ways to learn the subject matter is to teach it to others. 

-Do avoid the discipline referrals. You do not need detention at this time of the year.

-Plan next year in a serious vein, not only in finalizing your course selections but also about putting sports and other activities in your schedule. Be aware of when sports physicals are being held.

Do avoid the springtime temptations of spring fever or senioritis.

-Do follow-up on summer school activities offered by the public school in your area.

-Do get the proper rest and nutrition, especially on day’s preceding and during the final exam week.

-Don’t give up! If you are not doing well, you will be surprised at what a month of hard work can do. Only 60% on your grade is on the report card now!

-Don’t rest on your laurels.

Don’t forget to turn in all your books and school owned items by the prescribed date at the end of the year. Textbooks are not cheap and you are responsible for the upkeep and turn-in.

Don’t forget to use good test taking skills. Read through all the questions before you answer. Take the full amount of time allotted to you. Proofread your final answers and double-check the short answer parts of your exam. Leaving an exam 30 minutes early to be with your friends is not worth six weeks of summer school. Don’t let your friends take precedence over your future.

Good luck to everyone and thank you for the opportunity of working with your daughters.

