Land Use Potential Discussion Questions

1.  Describe the relationships between:
a. Public lands
b. Tragedy of the Commons
c. Taylor Grazing Act of 1934
d. Bureau of Land Management
e. Carrying Capacity
f. Sustained Yield
g. Soil Conservation Act of 1935
h. How do ranchers stop erosion?

2.  Describe the relationships between:
	a.  Public lands
	b.  Tragedy of the Commons with regard to forests
	c.  Forest Reserve Act of 1891
	d.  Sustained yield
	e.  Balanced Multiple Use (Conservation) Land Ethic

3.  Compare and contrast old growth forests, secondary forests, and 
      tree farms.

4.  Compare and contrast the three major methods of tree-cutting, 
      including their pros and cons.

5.  Describe the pro’s and con’ of even-aged monoculture tree farms.

6.  Describe each of the following:
	a.  Three economic benefits of the forest.
	b.  Three ecological benefits of the forest.
	c.  The relationship between the aesthetic value of forests and 
     economic benefits
	d.  The economic value of the ecological benefits of the forest

	e.  The relationship between forests and new medicines and give 
	      an example
	e.  Explain how clear-cutting affects each of the above.

7.  Describe how the Lacey Act regarding the transportation and sale of
      illegally cut wood is enforced under the 2008 amendment.  Be sure 
     to explain how regulatory agencies know who is illegally cutting the   
     wood and who is selling it.

8.  Fire ecology
	a.  Differentiate between surface/ground fires and crown fires.
	b.  Explain why ground fires are important to the maintenance of 
	      a healthy, sustainable forest ecosystem.
	c.  Explain why ground fires are important to the maintenance of a
               a healthy, sustainable rangeland ecosystem.
	d.  Identify TWO characteristics of forests that develop when fires
               are suppressed, and explain why the practice of fire suppres-
               sion does not reduce, but rather increases, the risk of intense
	     forest fires.
	e.  The effects of the Healthy Forest Initiative are expected to 
     extend beyond fire reduction.  Excluding fire reduction, 
     describe ONE positive and ONE negative effect likely to result 
     from the implementation of the provisions of the HFI.

9.  Tropical Deforestation
a.  Explain the relationship between deforestation of Brazil   
     and Burger King
	b.  Describe two examples of how tropical deforestation is 
               directly related to the daily survival of the people who live 
               there.
	c.  Explain why deforestation, particularly in the tropical rain 
               forest is directly related to increased levels of greenhouse 
               gases
	d.  Describe the 1st step in forest management and explain why it
	      leads to deforestation. 
