Key Points – National Fire Plan and the

Healthy Forest Initiative
National Fire Plan

· Fire plays an important role in the ecology of both forests and rangeland
· Ground/surface fires historically kept litter layer of leaves and brush burned down
· Ground fires kept rangelands from being taken over by water-guzzling cedar trees
· We suppressed natural fires for 150+ years
· More and more communities have developed near fire-prone lands
· Increases the urban/wildland interface
· National Fire Plan developed in 2000 following landmark wildfires in the West
· Makes sure necessary firefighting resources are available
· Conducts emergency stabilization and rehabilitation of communities affected by wildfire
· Works to reduce hazardous fuels (dry brush, trees and forest litter) on the floor of the forest
· Provide assistance to communities threatened by wildfire
Healthy Forest Intitative (HFI)

· Most wildfires occur on rangeland and forest land in the west because it is drier and not humid
· Today’s fires are hotter, more destructive and more dangerous to fight
· The reason is due to unprecedented levels of flammable materials (fuel) on the forest floor
· Ground fires used to keep # of trees down to about 25 mature trees per acre
· Today there are 1,000 trees per acre that are smaller, weaker, more disease prone, and more susceptible to insects
· Weaker, diseased trees lead to more forest fires because they drop more limbs and leaf material on the ground, adding to the fuel
· Wildfires require heat, oxygen, and fuel.  The only thing we can control is the amount of fuel on the forest floor.
· In order to come in and remove brush and litter from the forest floor, you have to file an Environmental Impact Statement (National Environmental Policy Act) that takes a long time to process.  In the meantime, the fuel continues to build up.
· If the forest happens to have an endangered species in it such as the Northern Spotted Owl, the endangered species act says you cannot do anything to harm or alter the habitat.  That means fuel removal and tree thinning.
· The Healthy Forest Initiative 
· helps reduce the paperwork and processing time when a hazardous fuels project is identified.
· National Forest Service and BLM personnel are trained to make decisions without going through all of the “red tape” if the project in “not likely to adversely affect” the environment of an endangered species
Healthy Forest Restoration Act of 2003

·  Helps restore healthy rangeland and forest conditions in each state
· allows timber companies to remove commercially valuable timber in remote areas in exchange for clearing out underbrush fuel
· supposedly maximizes retention of larger trees in areas other than old-growth forests in order to restore fire-resilient stands
· Requires 50% of the funds allotted for HFRA projects to be spent in communities next to potential wildfire areas
· Encourages biomass removal from public and private lands
· Works to improve water quality and watershed issues on non-Federal lands
· Authorizes large-scale silvicultural research to helps us better understand ecosystem balance
· Authorizes acquisition of private lands to be turned into reserves for endangered species and biodiversity preservation
Pros and Cons of the Healthy Forest Initiative

	Pros
	Cons

	Suppresses fires by removing fuel

Slows spread of fire by decreasing density of trees

Increases timber industry by allowing timber companies to cut more medium and large trees

Lowers the cost of timber

Opens up areas for more recreational use

Enhances economic value of surrounding


	Allows timber companies to remove trees in remote areas not susceptible to fires

Removing medium and large trees destroys critical habitat for other organisms

Reduces the number and kinds of trees for re-seeding which lowers biodiversity

Increases erosion

Reduces public input by giving Forest Service the ability to by-pass hearings, etc. for environmental impact statements

Reduces the aesthetic value of the area by removing trees and brush

Has actually led to increase fire risk because timber companies cut biggest and strongest trees, leaving weaker, more disease prone trees to re-seed the area.  Diseased trees drop more dead limbs on the ground, increasing fire hazard


