John Paul II High School

AP Environmental Science Course Information

2009 - 2010

Instructor:


Ms. Jane Borland



email:  janeborland@johnpauliihs.org
Conference Period:  A Days – 1st  Period        B Days – 8th Period

Course Description:


The goal of this college level course is to provide students with the scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies to understand the interrelationships of the natural world, to identify and analyze environmental problems both natural and human-made, to evaluate the risks associated with these problems, and to examine alternative solutions for resolving and/or preventing them.  The course is rigorously designed to prepare students for the A.P. exam.

Textbook:

Living in the Environment:  Principles, Connections, and Solutions 

G. Tyler Miller, Jr.  (Thompson Leaning Inc. 15th Edition, 2007) 
Materials Needed:

textbook



pens and pencils with erasers


3-ring binder



highlighter


notebook paper

Grading Policy:


Your grade will be determined by the following method:

20% Formative Grades  (also called minor grades)

80% Summative Grades (also called major grades)

Formative Grades:    Homework, class activities and minor labs


Summative Grades:  Major Laboratory Investigations = 1X 





Daily Quizzes = 1X

Major Tests = 2X


Attendance:

It is important for students to be in class every day and to be on time.  We will work from bell to bell each day.  Personal needs should be taken care of between classes.  A student will be counted tardy if he/she is not in the classroom when the tardy bell rings.  Every three tardies will result in a detention, and tardies accumulate for the semester. 

It is the student’s responsibility to take care of make-up work due to an absence (see Make-Up Policy for more details), and students who are going to be out of class for a school-sponsored activity must see me PRIOR to missing class to turn in work due on the day of the absence and to arrange make-up work.

Tests:
Major tests will always be announced several days in advance. Daily quizzes will usually be announced, but not always.  A student may opt to use “coupons” to retake one daily quiz and one major test each 9 weeks for a maximum score of 78.  (See section on “Coupons/Mole Dollars” for specific details).

Make-up Work:

It is the responsibility of the student to take care of work missed due to an excused absence. 




1. Assignments due the day of an absence must be turned in at the beginning of class on the day of the student’s return.

2. When a student is absent, it is his/her responsibility to go to my John Paul 

     web page to find out what we did in class and what the assignments were.
3. It is John Paul’s policy that a student has 5 calendar days to complete make-up work from the date of the absence.  It is the student’s responsibility to make sure the work is completed by the deadline.  Failure to do so will result in zeros for the work.
4. All make-up quizzes, tests and labs will be done before or after school.  It 

     is the student’s responsibility to schedule these with me on the day of 

     his/her return to class.
Late Work:

1. I will NOT accept any late work.  However, a student may use a “coupon” to replace ONE missing assignment each 9 weeks.

2. In cases where computers and technology are involved, plan ahead.  

     Technology failure is not an excuse for late work.
Calculators:
Since calculators are not allowed on the A.P. exam, they will not be allowed on tests in this class.

Coupons/Mole Dollars (named after the very large unit in chemistry called the Mole)

Each nine weeks students will be given a sheet containing 8 coupons which are called Mole Dollars.  Mole dollars can be used in the following ways:

One Dollar:
One trip to the restroom (but students should really go to the restroom between classes to save their precious Mole Dollars.)



Replace one missing homework assignment per 9 weeks



Add 1 point to a major exam



Add 2 points to a quiz

Two Dollars: Retake one daily quiz per 9 weeks for a maximum score of 78

Three Dollars:  Retake one major test per 9 weeks for a maximum score of 78

Students may decide in what combination they want to use their Mole Dollars.  Mole Dollars that are not used within the semester can be used to add points to the semester exam.

Extra Credit:

Extra Credit assignments are NOT an option in AP Environmental Science at John Paul High School.  However, a student may use Mole Dollars to retake quizzes and/or major tests each semester. Just remember, students only get 8 Mole Dollars per semester, so they should be used wisely.  

Dress Code:


Dress code will be strictly enforced.  Students who are not in compliance with the

 
dress code will be written up.

Code of Ethics:
At all times, students will do their own work.  Any student who is suspected of academic dishonesty will be referred to the John Paul II Academic Honor Council.  Please refer to the John Paul II Academic Code of Honor for specific details.

Attitude:  Attitude is a little thing that makes a big difference.  
