Central High students talk via webcast with governor in Denver
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Warren Knowles, a Central High School senior with slightly chartreuse hair, had one of those a-ha experiences Wednesday that tend to give educators gooseflesh.
And so did Andrea Guyton, who, with perfect self-possession, told Gov. Phil Bredesen to "please give Hillary a hug for me when you see her."
Bredesen settled into his straight-backed chair, smiling the spontaneous grin of the truly tickled.
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Central High senior Warren Knowles asks a question to Gov. Phil Bredesen during an interactive Web conference call Wednesday afternoon. Gov. Bredesen was in Denver at the Democratic National Convention.
"I probably won't see Hillary anymore here," he said in a 30-minute interactive webcast from the Democratic National Convention in Denver to talk specifically with students in Hardy Thames' Advanced Placement U.S. government class.
"But I will see her in Washington," he said, drawing out the suspense.
And so it went, a syncopated back-and-forth between the people and the elected, touching on the befuddling way education is funded in Memphis and Shelby County and the court case over it, the politics of Supreme Court appointments and the puzzling rise, in Kennisha Carpenter's words, "of the imperial presidency."
"It seems the president has become the righter of all wrongs," she said as forthrightly as if Bredesen were sitting across from her at the dinner table.
This is the second time in a year Bredesen has talked via webcast to Central students about issues in state and federal government, this time saying frankly that the "emotion" of the Clinton-Obama race has divided members of the Tennessee delegation.
"Just like in your personal relationships, it's OK to fight about things sometimes. That's always better than trying to brush things under the rug."
On Wednesday, students had a few minutes to craft questions of "national" importance before the governor's face queued up on the screen.
"This was really unique for me," Knowles said. "I've talked to important people before, but they were so important, it was like they were plastic," he said, referring to Laura Bush's visit to Snowden School in 2004.
"She was like a figurehead, a person to have a picture taken with."
This encounter was different, he said, partly because the convention is historic and partly because "we were actually sharing concerns."
If there had more time, Knowles -- head of Central's Green Club and inclined to write letters to the editor -- had a list of other questions, starting with:
"Why is it that the Shelby County and Memphis City Schools seem to be divided by race and class more than any other boundary?"
Contact Jane Roberts at 529-2512. 
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