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Parents & Students, 

	This will be an exciting year full of new friends, new experiences, and lots of learning!
	Let me begin by introducing myself.  My name is Lindsey Haralson and I am thrilled about being your 3rd grade teacher! I grew up in Snellville, GA and moved to the Newnan area with my husband a few years ago.  I have a Bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood Education and a Master’s degree in Elementary Reading and Mathematics.  I am also currently working towards an Educational Specialist degree in Gifted and Creative Education at the University of Georgia. This will be my fifth year teaching third grade and I absolutely love it! 
	Our classroom will be a positive learning environment that will enable all students to grow and thrive.  In the course of the school year an atmosphere will be provided that fosters problem solving, creativity, communication, and higher-order thinking skills. 
	Expectations are set high, and with guidance, support, and well-defined goals everyone can succeed in third grade. When classroom expectations are high students will rise to meet them. A very unique community develops where students become risk takers, as well as active participants in the learning process. Third grade is a big year full of challenges and opportunities to grow.  Students will be expected to take on responsibility and ownership of their learning. 
	Communication between parents, students, and teachers is essential to the development of a positive learning environment.  This handbook has been developed to meet this important goal. Please feel free to speak with me about any questions or concerns you may have during year.  E-mail is always the easiest way to get in touch with me but you may also send me a note in your child’s agenda, or call the school and leave a message with the front office.
	In the following pages, you will find useful information about grade level and classroom policies and procedures.  I know it’s a lot of information, but it is all very important for you to be aware of, so I ask that you please take time to look over this information and keep this guide as a reference throughout the year.  

I am looking forward to an incredible year!
Mrs. Lindsey Haralson
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Newnan, GA 30263

E-Mail:
lindsey.haralson@
cowetaschools.org

Classroom Website
www.myteacherpages.com/ webpages/Haralson
(This is a GREAT way to stay involved and up to date on classroom events!)

Third Grade Website
new.schoolnotes.com/Brooks3rd


Contact info.
7:40-8:15	Announcements, Morning Work
8:15-9:30	Math		
9:30-10:40	Reading 
10:40-11:20	Skills Block (flex grouping w/ reading/math skills)
11:20-11:40	Recess	
11:40-12:10	Lunch
12:10-12:40	Specials
12:40-1:25	Science/Social Studies*
1:25-2:15	Language/Writing 
2:15-2:25	Pack up/Dismissal
REACH DAY – Wednesday

*We will be alternating at the end of each unit for Science and Social Studies.  This will allow us to spend more time in-depth each day with the current topic of study.  For this reason, your child will not have Science and Social Studies at the same time. Also, in effort to share resources, we will not always teach science and social studies units in the same order, or at the same time as other classes.  We try to stay together within a 9-week period, but will not always be working on the same subject units at the same time.  This does not mean that your child will miss out on any information, it will just be presented in a different order. 


Supply List:
Please do not send in 
these items:
Pencil Bag/Box
markers
glue bottles
spiral notebook
hand sanitizer
Clorox wipes (we have tons!)

*Parents, please note that I have changed some of the items on the regular third grade list.  Please make sure to look over our list carefully when purchasing your supplies. The items in bold are the most important to have in by the first day of school.  Please try to get as much on the list as possible so that we can all be prepared throughout the year and have all of the materials we need.  Do not write your name on any of your materials yet other than your binders & folders.  I will collect most of the materials for community use so that we can use them throughout the year as needed.  I look forward to a wonderful, creative year with each of you! 

· 1 ½ inch white 3-ring binder with clear front pocket 
· 5 “snap-in” poly folders* (with holes to fit inside a binder – no brads!) Green, Yellow, Blue, Red, and Purple 
· ½ inch binder with clear front pocket
· pocket dividers (set of 5)

· 1 – box of 12+ colored pencils
· 1 – packet of pencil-top erasers (or big pink erasers)
· 4 – dozen #2 pencils (non-mechanical)
· 2- packs of wide-ruled notebook paper
· 5 – LARGE glue sticks
· 2 – boxes of Kleenex
· 1 – pack of 4 highlighters
· 2- packs of unlined 3 x 5 index cards
· 1 – pack of dry erase markers (for student use)

*Paper folders are fine, but we have found that they often tear quickly and need to be replaced often throughout the year, while the plastic folders tend to last.
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Management Plan
Good behavior is essential to academic success.  In the third through fifth grades, we have a unified behavior system.  Each conduct cut is a 2-point deduction from your child’s conduct grade.  For general misbehavior and disruption, students will 
receive 2 formal warnings prior to receiving a conduct cut; however, more significant misbehavior will result in an immediate conduct deduction (i.e. disrespect, defiance, etc…).  Each student is given a 100 in conduct at the beginning of each 9-week grading period. Conduct cuts will be taken for not following our school rules and can be taken by any faculty member.  Conduct cuts cannot be earned back, but start over every 9-week period.  I also implement a reward system for exceptional student behavior and responsibility by utilizing a classroom economy. (Read more about this on our class website!)
If a student receives an office referral 5 points will be automatically deducted from his/her conduct grade.  If the office referral results in an in-school suspension, 10 points will be deducted.  If a student is suspended from school their conduct grade will be reduced by 12 points.
I will attach a note to your child’s agenda if he/she lost a point that day.  Please sign this note, discuss the behavior with your child, and return it to school the following day.  This does not necessarily signify your approval, but merely the fact that you have seen the slip and are aware of your child’s behavior and reduction in conduct grade. Report card conduct grades will be given based on the number of conduct cuts taken throughout the 9-week period. 
Grading Policy
	Communication is an essential element in creating a successful school year.    We are looking forward to a very productive year.  In an effort to clarify my grading policy, please review this information with your child.
	All class work is expected to be completed and turned in within a reasonable timeframe.  Students are given adequate time to complete assignments, however, if your child does not complete his/her work within the week it was assigned, he/she will be allowed to finish it during specials time until it is complete.  Graded class work may not be sent home to complete for homework, thus it must be completed at school. 
	Homework is assigned each afternoon, and is to be turned in the day after it is assigned.  Weekly packets will not be given for our class.  Homework is given nightly for extra practice on what we are working on that day in class. In addition to daily homework, spelling contracts will be given on a weekly basis.  Students take home spelling words on Monday and contracts are due back on Friday. Students who correctly complete and turn in all homework on time each week will have the opportunity to participate in Homeworkopoly on Fridays.  This is a game where they have the opportunity to win prizes in appreciation for being a responsible student! 
	If your child does not turn in an assignment, you will receive a No Work form in his/her BRONCO folder the following week with the missing assignment(s) listed.  These are to be signed and returned the following day.
	I appreciate your help and support in enforcing this policy.  
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Homework – I believe that homework is necessary for practicing skills that have been learned or for enriching the classroom experience. On the other hand, I don’t believe in overloading students with busywork!  When homework is given (generally every weekday but Wednesday) I expect it to be turned in the following morning.  I review homework and write it on the board every afternoon with the class.  I also review everything they should be taking home each day before they pack up. It is 
your child’s responsibility to write down his/her homework each day, take home the necessary materials, and turn their homework in when it is due. Students will not be allowed to call home if they forget their work. As they are responsible for having the necessary materials each day, students should begin packing their book-bags at night with all materials needed for the following day to ensure they are prepared for class (if they do not already).  Organization is the key to success!  Thank you for helping us by encouraging this at home as well! 


Spelling Contracts – Contracts are a part of students’ weekly homework.  These are to be turned in weekly on Friday.  Students will receive their spelling lists on Monday.  The first 15 words will be found in the weekly newsletter, while the last 5 words are individual for each student based on his/her independent word study (we call these “red words”. These words will be determined each week and listed in each child’s spelling folder in the STAR binder. On Monday I will give a pretest over the 15 common words.  Students are responsible for completing their spelling contract on their five RED words and any words missed on the pretest. Therefore, unless a child misses all words on the pretest on Monday, he/she will not do the contract on the entire spelling list.  Students will select three activities to complete throughout the week (one from each row) and staple, label, and turn in the contract on Friday. Contracts will begin the second week of school.  


STAR Binders – STAR binders help to encourage academic responsibility for students.  All students are required to bring their STAR binders to school and home each day.  This will contain all classroom materials as well as agendas and homework. A more detailed explanation of STAR binders will be given to students on the first day of school to keep in their STAR binders. 


Tests, Quizzes, and Projects – Throughout the year we will have many assessments to determine student understanding of material.  Study guides are sent home for all science and social studies tests at least 2 days before the test as these require students to review many facts and terms.  Other tests or quizzes are given to assess conceptual understandings of material as presented in class, so in these cases (particularly in reading and math) study guides may not be sent home.  Most weeks, students will have common assessments in reading, language, and math.  “Morning Work” quizzes will take place on Fridays and will be a review of the week’s daily language, geography, and sometimes math (Morning Work packets).  We review the morning work packets daily and students can review them again at home to prepare for weekly quizzes.  All spelling and vocabulary lists, as well as upcoming tests that students should be studying for will be listed in weekly newsletters. 


Literacy CAFÉ – This is a year-long reading instructional method I will be using for teaching reading this year.  It stands for comprehension, accuracy, fluency, and extending vocabulary.  Throughout the year we will discuss various strategies in each of these areas and students will set goals to work on these strategies individually and within groups.  Utilizing reading strategies helps to build student understanding of text which, of course, is the point of reading!  So, if your child comes home talking about his CAFÉ goal, ask him what he’s working on and help him with this during his reading time at home as well! This is a great opportunity to apply learning at home!


[image: ]Math Mastery Learning – As you may be aware, our mathematics curriculum is very challenging. Performing well in math requires students to learn the basics such as their facts, multiplication and division (including long division!), as well as concepts such as measurement, elapsed time, geometry, and fractions and decimals. More than that, doing well in math requires students to apply those concepts to real world problems and be able to explain reasoning and communicate mathematically.  With this in mind, I would like to share with you an instructional process that I use in my classroom called “mastery learning.”  This method involves giving students a second chance on most math tests this year!  First, I teach each math concept at a fast pace because some students will grasp the material quickly. Then, I give a quiz to see who has mastered the content.  If your child understands the material, (80% or above) I will provide an enrichment or acceleration activity while I reteach the material in a different way to the other students. The reteaching process may involve tutoring, hands-on activities, small group instruction, individual instruction, etc. After this time, I will give a retest, which will be similar to the first one but with different problems. I will only record the 


highest score between the two tests. 
	I want you to be aware as parents so you can help support your child when he/she brings home the first test.  Use this as a tool to see where your child needs extra practice.  (Most children will need additional practice in an area at some point throughout the year.)  Please remember that this quiz will not count if your child improves on the retest!  You can also help by working with your child 
at home to make sure he/she is ready for the retest.  This method allows students the opportunity to learn important concepts, and provides additional support and challenges for students in areas where they need it. 



AR Program – This is a program that aids us in checking the reading level and comprehension of our children by allowing them to choose books that interest them.  AR participation for all 3rd grade students is optional, but rewarded through classroom and school-wide activities.  I will work with each child individually to help everyone set monthly goals that they will work to achieve.  Various incentives will also be provided throughout the year for children who meet monthly goals.  AR is a supplemental program to aid in reading comprehension.  It should not be the students’ only purpose for reading.  Encourage participation at home by engaging your children in learning the joys of reading for fun!

Birthdays – Please email me or send in a note if you would like to bring in a snack for your child’s birthday so I know you are coming.  (This also helps ensure we don’t have two birthday snacks at the same time!) We will have them during our regular snack time.  Also, if you are planning on inviting students to your child’s birthday party, invitations can only be passed out at school if you are inviting the entire class, (or all boys/girls).  According to county policy, these must be given to me and I will pass them out.   

Attendance – School begins at promptly at 8:00am, but as most students who ride the bus arrive at 7:40, “morning work” activities begin then.  Students are tardy if they arrive after 8:00 and must be signed in by a parent/guardian. Dismissal is at 2:30pm.  Please note that students may not be checked out from the office after 2pm. Attendance is very important.  A written excuse must be sent when a child is absent from school—these are filed in the office.  

Lunch money and Transportation notes – Lunch money should be sent in an envelope with your child’s name, lunch number, my name, and the amount of money enclosed.  Transportation notes must include your child’s full name, my name, and the number/name of the bus they will be riding (if applicable).  If you forget to send in a note with your child, please call or email the front office. 770-683-0013


Please sign and return the bottom of this page to indicate that you have read and are aware of all the information and policies in this packet, including homework and grading policies. Keep the top portion and packet for reference throughout the year.


Student Name: ______________________________
		
Parent Signature: ____________________________				Date: _______________
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Positive Parent Communication




Please fill out this form and return it with your child on the first day of school. Be sure to provide a good email address, as that is the best way for me to keep in touch. Thanks for your support!


	Child’s Name:		___________________________________________
	Best way to reach you:	___________________________________________
	Home phone: 		___________________________________________
Mom’s Name:		___________________________________________
	Mom’s E-mail address:	___________________________________________
	Dad’s Name:			___________________________________________
	Dad’s E-mail address:	___________________________________________
	Health concerns:	 	___________________________________________
	Other:			___________________________________________
I am available to help with the following
(Please check as many as applicable… I love lots of help and so do the students!):
	_____  Room Parent  (I will randomly select 1 if multiple parents are interested)
	_____  Reading Helper (read with students and assist with basic skills)
	_____  Math Helper (assist students with basic math facts and skills)
	_____  Copying Helper (able to come in every so often to help make copies/laminate)
	_____  Home Helper (help with cutting and assembling materials – at home)
	_____  Events Helper (assist with Greek Day, Market Day, parties, etc)
	_____  Hallway Helper (for creative parents that like to help with hallway displays)	 
	_____  Donation Helpers (willing to send in needed materials during the year)
	_____  Other  ___________________________________________

When are you available to help in the classroom?
If you are able to volunteer as a copying, reading, or math helper please check all times that you are available.  I will then make up a schedule that best fits our community schedule. Thank you for your support!
		Monday	 	Morning ___ 		Afternoon ___
		Tuesday		Morning ___ 		Afternoon ___
		Wednesday		Morning ___ 		Afternoon ___
		Thursday		Morning ___ 		Afternoon ___
		Friday			Morning ___ 		Afternoon ___
		
____ Anytime – just put me on the schedule with what fits best




Much of the content you put in your newsletter can also be used for your Web site. Microsoft Word offers a simple way to convert your newsletter to a Web publication. So, when you’re finished writing your newsletter, convert it to a Web site and post it.
The subject matter that appears in newsletters is virtually endless. You can include stories that focus on current technologies or innovations in your field.
You may also want to note business or economic trends, or make predictions for your customers or clients.
If the newsletter is distributed internally, you might comment upon new procedures or vendors needs.



In a few words, it should accurately represent the contents of the story and draw readers into the story. Develop the headline before you write the story. This way, the headline will help you keep the story focused.
Examples of possible headlines include Product Wins Industry Award, New Product Can Save You Time, Membership Drive Exceeds Goals, and New Office Opens Near You.












Dear Parents,
     I feel that I can better serve your child’s individual differences if I know a little bit more about him or her and your expectations as a parent.  Please take a few minutes to fill this out and give us all a better start to this new school year.  This information will be kept in my personal files and will remain confidential. Take this home if you need to think it over and please return on Monday.  Thank you!Learning about your child

– Mrs. Haralson 

[image: ]1. Child’s nick name if applicable:  ____________________________________________
2. Child’s birthday: _______________________________________________________
3. I feel my child’s strengths are:  ____________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
4. I feel my child needs improvements in: _______________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
5. What do you consider to be your child’s personality strengths?______________________
______________________________________________________________________
6. Does your child have any fears that I need to be aware of?________________________
7. Are there any areas of social growth that you would like your child to improve in this year? ______________________________________________________________________
8. What are your overall goals for your child this year? ____________________________ ______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
9. Third grade is a year of growth and deepened academic rigor and responsibility.  What are your expectations for your child this year as he/she transitions into third grade?_________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
10. Is there any other information, which you feel would help me to understand and better serve your child?
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Thank you for taking the time to fill out this valuable information request form.  
It will be helpful in making this school year successful for your child. 
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