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Ms. O’ Shea

Riverside High School

Creative Writing

Respond to all or part of either quotation either from personal experience or as a general commentary on life and the experiences of others. Perhaps you wish to address the author directly in a serious or ironic way. Hopefully, you have not fallen in love numerous times with the wrong person. Maybe you can relate this quotation to friendships.

1.  “I have a history of making decisions very quickly about men.  I have always fallen in love fast and without measuring risks.  I have a tendency not only to see the best in everyone, but to assume that everyone is emotionally capable of reaching his highest potential.  I have fallen in love more times than I care to count with the highest potential of a man, rather than with the man himself, and then I have hung on to the relationship for a long time (sometimes far too long) waiting for the man to ascend to his own greatness.  Many times in romance I have been a victim of my own optimism.” Elizabeth Gilbert, author of Eat Pray Love. 

2.  “…all the pain of a human life is caused by words, as is all the joy.  We create words to define our experience and those words bring attendant emotions that jerk us around like dogs on a leash.  We get seduced by our own mantras (I’m a failure…I’m lonely…I’m a failure…I’m lonely) and we become monuments to them.  To stop talking for a while, is then, to attempt to strip away the power of words, to stop choking ourselves with words, to liberate ourselves from our suffocating mantras.” Elizabeth Gilbert, author of Eat Pray Love.
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